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LINKS

Don’t forget, if it’s in RED ‘click’ on it to take you off into the ‘ether’!

IT’S UP TO YOU

This Newsletter relies for its content on material supplied by its readers and 

no-one else. It does not ‘pick up’ on articles in other publications, it does not 

syndicate and it tries to reflect no-one’s views and opinions other than those 

of its readers. You can help to maintain that integrity by ‘keeping in touch’ …. 

let us know what you think, what you are doing with your hobby. If you have 

any ideas about how this Newsletter could be improved, what you like or 

don’t like about it, then please contact the Newsletter either through “Over to 

You” or to the Editor direct at…….

“MMRG-NewsLetter@hotmail.com”

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

All article text and photographs are by the authors except for images for “The 

Funnies” which are drawn from the internet and are, with our apologies, 

original source unknown. Should we, inadvertently, have infringed your 

copyright please accept our apologies, let us know and we will publish an 

appropriate acknowledgement and apology in the next available issue.

THE NEWSLETTER 

YOUR TEAM (so far) 

Editor      Mike Hebblethwaite 

Research (internet trawling)   Mike Hebblethwaite 

The fun bits    Mike Hebblethwaite 

     Alek Adamski 

If you would like to join the team and set up a regular (or even occasional) 
feature, please contact the Editor. At the moment this Newsletter is too 
much a “one man band”!  All contributions are welcome. 

CONTACT THE NEWSLETTER 

The Newsletter now has its own e-mail contact address, which is :- 

“MMRG-NewsLetter@hotmail.com” 

We hope we will have a very full ‘in-tray’ each month!  

Any ideas about what we should include, any contributions you may wish to 
make about yourself and your interests, any news, recommended hobby 
outlets or just a general “Hi” to fellow readers would be very welcome. 

It’s your Newsletter! Use it. 

NEWSLETTER POLICY 

This Newsletter is freely distributed to regular subscribers and is available 
to download through Macclesfield Model Railway Group’s web site and 
others. Some of our information is derived from the internet and we try to 
acknowledge sources where ever we can. However, it is not always possible 
to trace original sources with the limited facilities that we have and we 
apologise unreservedly in advance for any oversight. 

As a reader/recipient of this Newsletter, you are free to distribute it 
amongst your friends and family, other clubs and societies to which you 
may belong or use any part of it to promote and further interest in railway 
modelling. 

MMRG claims no copyright of any of the content and you are free to use any 
part of it for any non-profit making purpose you wish. Should you wish to 
use any of the content in any documentation of your own, all that we ask is 
that, as a courtesy, you forward us a copy. 

With regard to commercial/for profit use of our material, we have to rely on 
trust - we have no way of monitoring such use. If you do intend to use our 
material in such a way, please ask for permission first. It is unlikely to be 
refused but, at the very least, an acknowledgement would be expected in 
return. 

COMMERCIAL ADVERTISING 

Our policy, at present, is that this publication will carry no commercial 
advertising. It is a Newsletter! However, should you wish to place an 
“advertising article” concerning a new product, an up-grade to an existing 
product or a more general “of benefit/interest to railway modellers” article, 
please contact ‘The Editor” via e-mail initially. It is understood that such 
features do not carry the endorsement of MMRG unless specified. 

AND FINALLY 

This Newsletter is produced for and on behalf of Macclesfield Model 
Railway Group as part of their ‘constitutional obligation’ to promote and 
support the hobby of railway modelling. MMRG, under it’s own rules, is 
obliged to pursue ‘educational’ opportunities within the hobby and this 
Newsletter is proud to play its part. 

No price can be placed on the value of ‘education’, which is why this 
Newsletter is, and always will be, free. 

—————————————————————
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https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/red
mailto:MMRG-NewsLetter@hotmail.com
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Macclesfield Model Railway Group 
through the On30 Group, supports the development of 

“MegaPoints Controllers” 
for all the latest news, go to:- 

"www.megapointscontrollers.com"

EDITORIAL

The situation created by this Coronavirus, Covid-19, is 

something that we’ve never experienced in any of our 

lifetimes and it is extremely difficult to know what to say 

because everything changes on an almost daily basis.

I guess that MMRG was very lucky in being able to hold its 

annual exhibition as planned this year and that it actually 

made a (greatly reduced) profit. Other Clubs, and not only in 

the UK, have had to cancel their shows well into the 

forseeable future and, no doubt, many of them will 

experience catastrophic financial problems as a result. 

Almost all small clubs, such as our own, rely on the money 

generated by these shows for subsidising their rent, paying 

their utility bills and keeping their subscription fees at an 

affordable level. Many rely on their shows for their club’s 

continued existence year on year. Clearly, Covid-19 is 

threatening the very social structure our hobby is, 

collectively, built around.

As a Club, MMRG has suspended, until further notice, all 

formal Club evening meetings and postponed its AGM and 

Committee meetings - all Committee members will continue 

in their present roles until it is possible to either hold our 

AGM or organise some other means of conducting it without 

members physically gathering together. It is fortunate that we 

are on a financially sound footing and have no pressing 

(financial or otherwise) problems to deal with.

Committee members will continue to serve this Club and 

conduct ‘business as usual’ ……..but  just not around the 

same table! We shall be doing that remotely ‘through the 

ether’.

It is now more important than ever that we continue to talk to 

each other. As we come into personal contact with suspected 

cases of Covid-19 amongst our colleagues, friends and 

family there is the expectation that we will self-isolate for two 

weeks. Some of us may have to do that several times over 

the course of the next few months. There are those amongst 

us who have attained the age of 70 (and more) who are now 

considered to be amongst the population group at greatest 

risk along with those who have underlying health problems. 

This group is being encouraged to self-isolate for, at least, 

the next 12 weeks! Self-isolation can very quickly feel like 

social isolation and the sense of being forgotten.

It is fortunate that we, as railway/railroad modellers, have a 

host of opportunities to stay in touch with each other. There’s 

this Newsletter and other, similar publications for example. 

Many of us use social media pages specific to our hobby and 

have made many friends as a result. We should use them all 

to maintain contact and help to dispel the downsides of 

isolation.

Railway/railroad modelling is, at its very best, a social hobby 

and we should all play our part in keeping in contact with 

those who are isolated for whatever reason.

KEEP WELL ……. AND KEEP TALKING

Contact and ‘freedom of movement’ restrictions have likely 

changed since the time of writing - please, for the good of us 

all, follow current Goverment advice at all times.

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Coronavirus_disease_2019
https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/coronavirus-covid-19-list-of-guidance
http://megapointscontrollers.com
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Coronavirus_disease_2019
https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/coronavirus-covid-19-list-of-guidance
http://megapointscontrollers.com


STEPPING DOWN - BUT NOT BOWING OUT!
Mike Hebblethwaite

It can be both damned hard work and, at the same time, a 

thankless task organising an annual model railway show. 

Damned hard work because, simply, there is so much to do 

and the Exhibition Manager has to make sure that 

everything is double checked and then checked again! 

Venue booked (✔), layouts and traders booked (✔), hotel 

accomodation for exhibitors booked (✔), catering booked 

and menus agreed (✔), volunteers organised (✔), tables 

booked (✔), big red bus booked (✔), advertising timetable 

(✔), tickets, posters and fliers printed (✔) …….. I’ve seen 

Shaun’s check list and it’s huge!

Thankless? Yes, at times. Even though he has a team to 

help, the Exhibition Manager has to co-ordinate everything. 

Pushing people to accept a role within the team and then to 

fully play their part (and on time!) is no easy task!

Why, you may ask, would anyone want to take on the role? 

I’m sure that’s a question Shaun has asked himself many 

times over the years and our new ‘lamb’ to the role, Andy 

Clayton, will surely be asking himself in the years to come!

There is no doubt that Shaun has played far more than a 

minor role in raising the standard of our annual show and 

maintaining its reputation as one of the best of its size in NW 

England…. something he should, rightly, be proud of. As a 

policy, only the best layouts available are 

invited with as many different scales and 

gauges as possible displayed at every 

show. Traders are selected with a similar 

eye on variety and relevance to the 

maximum number of our visitors.

Shaun has now decided it is time to ‘hand 

over the reins’, but does that mean he’ll be 

taking a back seat? Mmmm, there’s Andy 

to support and ‘train’ ……………

Shaun. From everyone at MMRG, a HUGE 

THANK YOU for the last 15 years as

our Exhibition Manager.
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This photo of Shaun (stolen from his FaceBook!) was taken 
last summer - whilst he was still allowed out!

How long, I wonder, before similar photos can be taken from 
less than two metres away?

Celebration of ‘Best in Show Award’ at Preston for ‘PP’ with (left to right) Eric Johns, Neil 
Fraser, yours truly and Shaun Horrocks (with his 0n30 hat on) - Andy Clayton stayed in 

the hotel …………..to watch football!!



‘PURGATORY PEAK’ DOES IT AGAIN!
Mike Hebblethwaite

We’ve got into a such a well practiced routine of packing 

‘Purgatory Peak’ into a Luton van that it can be done in well 

under an hour - and each time we do it the layout seems to 

pack into a smaller space! There are times when we question 

if there’s something we’ve forgotten simply because there 

seems to be too much empty space! Such was the case 

when we packed for our recent outing to Preston Model 

Railway Show.

We should be used to those niggling doubts by now. We 

double checked and we did, indeed, have everything packed!

Our journey proved to be uneventful and we were able to 

check into our Ibis hotel before venturing on to the show’s 

venue (Preston’s College) where we set up in good time for a 

well earned pint (or two!) of a very palatable IPA and an 

enjoyable evening meal in the Phantom Winger. It was, 

literally, a 50 metre stagger from there to our hotel!

Over the course of the two day show, ‘PP’ performed as well 

as ever and proved to be quite an audience puller. It even 

drew comments such as, “I like all the detail in the 

layout” (??). In reality, ‘PP’ has very little detail! It has 

purposely been left to a minimum so that the viewer can add 

from their own imagination and give the layout their own 

interpretation. We must have done something right!

We were whisked off in a plush coach to a local social club 

on the Saturday evening for a hotpot supper, more than a 

few excellent beers, a live music performance with a 

fascinating light show and the presentation of prizes and 

awards. Preston show is well known for the high standard of 

its exhibits, and this year was no exception, so it was with 

great surprise that we learned that ‘PP’ had won the ‘Best in 

Maybe the guys will get that left chute fixed for the next exhibition!

Busy time at the interchange for the drag up to the mine.

Shay No8 prepares to take on water after her hard slog up and down the hill

Something seems to be blocking the station approach!
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https://sites.google.com/site/purgatorypeakmodelrailroad/
http://www.prestonanddistrictmrs.org.uk
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https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Preston's_College
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Show’ award.  There were, in my humble opinion, at least 14 

of the 20 or so layouts on show that could, quite justifiably, 

have been given the award and no-one would have argued. 

An accolade, indeed, for ‘PP’ amongst so many very worthy 

contenders.

Preston is a high quality, friendly show that is well worth 

inking in to anyone’s ‘must visit’ calendar and is easily 

reachable by car (about 1hr 20mins from Macclesfield) or 

train via the ‘West Coast’ line. Either way, it’s a 

recommended day out!

Late Sunday afternoon seemed to come around all too 

quickly and we were, once again, packing that Luton van - 

this time for the journey home. I’m happy to report that the 

journey went well, everything was returned to the Club 

premises and we still had time for another well earned pint in 

the Dolphin!

Was it a weekend well spent?

You bet it was!An operator’s eye view of Purgatory Peak

Climax No8 (fresh from the paint shop?) brings a string of empties for their turn ‘up the hill’ to the mine
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YOU CAN MAKE ANYTHING YOU WANT -
STREET LIGHTS IN ‘0’ SCALE
Udo Pfannkuche

Manufacturing these lanterns cost me a little over a tenner 

(€, that is!): 3 wooden rods 6 mm diameter by 1,000 mm 

length, 10 white LED 5 mm, 10 resistors 2,7 kOhm, brass 

screws M2 by 40 mm, brass tubes 4/3 mm cut to 30 mm long 

pieces, and some length of AWG34 or AWG32 wires in two 

different colours. 

Buy the necessary number of 5 mm LED and the matching 

reflectors (for Europe) and press the LEDs into the reflectors 

(for USA). Bend the LED pins to the wanted shape and 

solder a red or yellow wire to the LED's anode (that is the 

longer + pin). 

With the 6 mm wooden rod, 

cut it into lengths of about 

280 mm. I cut a slot of 1.5 

mm wide and 1.5 mm deep 

al the length of the rod, drill 

two holes of 1.5 mm with 

the upper one about 10 mm 

off the rod's tip, the second 

hole about 8 mm lower. 

Thread the wire through the 

lower hole and the other 

LED pin through the upper 

hole. Solder a very thin wire 

for example a AWG34 to 

the cathode (-) pin, then 

push the wires together into 

the slot and let them overhang at the bottom. 

Drill a 1,5 mm hole into the bottom of the wooden rod, cut an 

M2 thread and screw an M2 brass screw into it, protruding 

about 25 to 30 mm. Solder the wire from the cathode directly 

to the brass screw, cut off the screw's head and insert it into 

a 4/3 mm brass tube, which should have been cut to 30 mm 

length. The wire presses the M2 brass screw against the 

brass tube inner side ensuring a secure electrical contact. 
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https://www.reichelt.com/gb/en/reflector-for-5-mm-leds-reflektor-5mm-p15202.html?PROVID=2788&wt_guka=92495611608_406948187429&PROVID=2788&gclid=EAIaIQobChMIyJ3mp9G26AIVybHtCh0ekQ5NEAQYASABEgLYj_D_BwE&&r=1
https://www.fiberopticproducts.com/Led.htm
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Drill a 4 mm hole into the baseboard and press the lantern 

into the hole. 

You decide how to feed the lantern with power and where to 

place the resistors. By the way, I use 2.7 kOhm resistors for 

white LEDs. Paint the reflector black on the outside including 

the LED pins, stain the wooden rod a dirty brown-grey and 

enjoy the street light.

The cathode wires are soldered to the brass screw and thus I 

can connect them all to the GND of my power supply leads. I 

soldered the resistors to the +17 Volts DC power leads. One 

can employ even 5 to 10 kOhm resistors depending on the 

desired brightness of the street lights.

All in all I have built 11 street lights, each one costing less 

than €1. I completed the work within 5 hours including the 

painting.

EDITOR’S NOTE - Just a thought……… Not all street lights, 

particularly in industrial areas, were/are supplied by 

underground cables. The cathode (-) wires could be strung 

between the lamp poles to simulate an overhead power 

supply and serve as a common return for all connected 

lamps. The final post in the series could have an electric 

utility box close by to which the cathode wire is fed and then 

on to the GND power supply lead. If the LEDs are wired in 

such a way that the anode (+) wire is fed through the lower 

hole in the pole and the cathode (-) fed through the upper 

hole, then neither wire needs to be insulated and the groove 

down the pole could be made smaller.
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HINTS AND TIPS - LIVERIES

Phil Mason

Are you, like me, seduced by the plethora of modern image 

liveries out there? You certainly can't say trains are 'boring' 

nowadays with every colour imaginable used by the 

various operators. 

But to the modeller eager to keep up with the latest trends 

it can be rather expensive with new models running at 

£100 plus. And a lot more if you're into DCC with sound. 

How about three new diesels for your stud for a total of 

£50? 

I'd tried to resist Colas due to the expense. But look on 

t’interweb and occasionally swap bodies come up for 

reasonable prices and I grabbed a 37 and a 60 for around 

£20 each (including postage). 

The 56 was created by reprinting an old spare body 

(bought for about £2) and using the excellent 'Railtec' 

transfers (for about £8). 

As ‘The Fast Show’ tailors might have said,  "Suits me, sir". 

The lamps ‘in situ’ at the Erfurt & Sohn wallpaper factory

MMRG Newsletter readers recommend:- 

ABC Model Railways 
‘Always on the right track’ 

tel:-    07813 031152 
e-mail:-    abcmodelrailways@yahoo.co.uk 

web:-    ‘www.abcmodelrailways.com'

mailto:abcmodelrailways@yahoo.co.uk
http://www.abcmodelrailways.com
https://www.railtec-models.com/scale-model-transfers.php
mailto:abcmodelrailways@yahoo.co.uk
http://www.abcmodelrailways.com
https://www.railtec-models.com/scale-model-transfers.php


NEWS FLASH
HORNBY ANNOUNCE NEW LINE OF 
‘NOSTALGIA MODELS’

Hornby does listen!

For many years, senior modellers in ’00’ have been looking 

back to their earlier years in the hobby and their first 

experiences with ‘Triang’ train sets. Granted they were not 

particularly accurate and barely recognisable models, but at 

least they were easy to maintain and shook off many of those 

childhood knocks with little evidence of any kind of damage. 

Hornby have long been petitioned by the growing number of 

‘grey modellers’ to re-introduce some of their early models. 

The good news is that the original 1950s moulds and casting 

patterns have been found for ‘Princess Elizabeth’ (see photo 

above) and an initial limited production run is scheduled from 

the Spring of this year with additional items planned for 

release later. The models are to be made in a ‘retro’ section 

of Hornby’s old factory in Margate.

The current model (see below) will continue in production for 

the forseeable future, but will not appear in Hornby’s 

catalogue once ‘Nostalgia Models’ are established.

Happy days for ‘grey power’!!

Mike Hebblethwaite
(with inspiration from David Swindells)
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MMRG - ANNUAL EXHIBITION
Mike Hebblethwaite

All preparations for the show had been made and everything 

had been double checked by the end of February. It was all 

systems go!

Or was it?

Covid-19 had already hit our shores by mid-February, but it 

seemed to be reasonably well contained and was extending 

its reach very slowly. That remained the case until the 

beginning of March when it became apparent that Covid-19 

was expanding more rapidly and was alarmingly more lethal 

than had been first estimated. The growing number of 

fatalities was becomming a national pre-occupation and 

concern.

Should our exhibition on March 14/15th go ahead? Would it 

even be allowed to go ahead?

Our show organisers watched and followed the news avidly 

and took note of any and all advice. In the absence of any 

advice or directives to cancel, just 24 hours before the show 

was due to open, it was decided to go ahead. We had been 

prepared for a cancellation any time up to and during the 

show. No advice in that regard was given.

Despite the concerns about this particularly nasty 

coronavirus, every trader, 

caterer, volunteer and 

exhibitor attended the show 

and we are immensley 

proud of their dedication 

and support for our hobby. It 

would have been 

understandable and 

accepted had any of them, 

through their own health 

concerns, declined to 

attend.

Of course, the huge 

question was, “Would the 

public support our show?” 

They did …..and in sufficient numbers for the show to make 

a small profit! Given the circumstances, we were amazed by 

the tremendous support we were shown. Our thanks go to all 

our visitors, both local and from further afield, who ‘braved it 

all’ and made their way to the show.

As events were to later show, Macclesfield was one of the 

last towns to host a model railway show and that may remain 

the case for some time yet.

All social gatherings, theatres, exhibitions, etc were ‘banned’ 

as from Monday 16th March and were closely followed by the 

closure of bars, pubs, clubs, etc on Friday 20th March.

The graph below shows the growth of Covid-19 and its, now, 

relentless movement through our population.

Would we, with hindsight, have held our show? 

No. Knowing what we now know, that would be unthinkable. 

We did, however, seek and follow the best advice available 

at the time.

To all those of you who supported our show, you have our 

heartfelt gratitude and thanks.

Stay safe and stay well
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For those of you who were not able to attend, here’s a few 

phtots to give you a ‘flavour’ of what was on show ……..
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MMRG Newsletter readers recommend :- 

“THE MODEL CENTRE” 

Hill Farm, Beck Hole, Whitby, North Yorkshire,  

YO22 5LF 

01947 899125 

“www.themodelcentre.com"

MMRG Newsletter readers recommend :- 

“S.M.T.F.” (model shop) 

Brookside Garden Centre, London Road North, 
Poynton, Cheshire, SK12 1BY 

01625 850427

The loco facility on Clayton End Signalman

Despite a lower attendance, Thomas and friends had a busy time!

The Club’s £1 raffle layout proved popular, too

Now that is a rare mixture!

Features don’t have to be large to be impressive!

http://www.themodelcentre.com
http://www.themodelcentre.com


THAT BIG RED BUS DOES IT AGAIN!
Mike Hebblethwaite

WLT 467 waits patiently for more passengers at the Waters Green bus stop. She was a welcome sight for rail 

travellers coming to the show …… it’s quite a walk to the from here!

Immaculately turned out as ever, WLT 467 once again plied 

her way from the railway station (Waters Green) to our 

venue at Tytherington School and back again via the bus 

station (inward journey) and the town centre (both 

directions). In doing so, the bus provided a vital and much 

appreciated link to the show for those travelling by train.

She has certainly played her part in encouraging people from 

far and wide to visit us. On the Saturday there were a total of 

171 passengers and 165 on Sunday who were certainly 

grateful for the free ride.

Our thanks to Peter Nash, who owns and drives the bus, and 

to his very able ‘conductor’, Anthony Hammersley. 

Where would our show be without WLT 467 and her crew? It 

would simply not be the same without them!

See you next year.
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For more information on this great vehicle 

see January and February 2018 issues

https://mailchi.mp/c171451d4023/january-2018-newsletter
https://mailchi.mp/e960a72cb2ff/february-2018-newsletter
https://mailchi.mp/c171451d4023/january-2018-newsletter
https://mailchi.mp/e960a72cb2ff/february-2018-newsletter


MMRG Newsletter readers recommend :- 

“TRIDENT TRAINS” 

Unit 10, The Craft Arcade, Dagfields Craft Centre, 
Crewe Road, Walgherton, Nantwich, Cheshire,  

CW5 7LG 

01270 842400 

www.tridenttrains.co.uk
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BLAST FROM THE PAST (well, not exactly!) -
BUT WHERE IS IT?

David Sanderson

A challenge with a bit of a difference from first 

time contributor, David.

This view can be seen at any time, 24 hours a day ….. mind 

you, it’s not quite so clear at night!

Now you want some clues, right? 

OK. Here’s three …………….

1) It’s a much photographed location, though not so often 

from this vantage point.

2) Take your ease on this high line as you head to the 

Scottish border.

3) The pub at the end of the road is called (surprise, 

surprise!) The Station Inn and serves an excellent pint of 

‘Black Sheep’

Check out your answer, as usual, on page 20
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24HRS, MMRG AND COVID-19
Mike Hebblethwaite

There is no doubt that we are facing something of a 

threat! For such a small form of life, this particular 

Coronavirus is creating a disproportionately large 

impact on our own health, health services, 

economies, transport, social life, home life, care 

services …………. you name it and it seems to be 

affecting it!

It has certainly turned what we might think of as 

normality completely on its head.

As readers will be very aware, we held our own 

annual exhibition quite recently and we were very 

mindful of both the fears about and the dangers of 

holding such an event. There was no advice available 

to us at the time as to whether or not we should hold 

the event, so it went ahead as planned. Within 24hrs 

of the end of our show our Government in the UK 

issued the advice that all large gatherings of people 

should be cancelled and that the general population 

should avoid visiting pubs, clubs, theatres, restaurants 

…… in fact any enclosed social area.

What a difference 24 hours makes!

We were thanking people for attending our show and 

‘braving the elements’ by doing so, yet 24 hours later we 

suspended our own regular Club meetings indefinitely!

Such was the dramatic level of change.

We might now be more physically isolated from our fellow 

railway and railroad modellers but, thankfully, we have 

such as this Newsletter and a multitude of model railway / 

railroad social media pages where we can keep in touch, 

support each other and overcome that sense of isolation 

that many of us are going to feel. Please use them.

Keep safe, keep well …………. and keep talking!
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BREAKING NEWS

TIME-WARP TRIALS BEGIN - TRAIN ARRIVES IN 
BIRMINGHAM HALF AN HOUR BEFORE IT SETS OFF 
FROM LONDON!

RAILWAYS ACT TO REDUCE SPEEDING BY INSTALLING 
THE EQUIVALENT OF ‘SPEED HUMPS’ USED ON ROADS

RAILTRACK 
APOLOGISES 
FOR TRAIN 
DELAYS WHILE 
THEY HAVE A 
THINK ABOUT 
HOW TO DEAL 
WITH 
MAINTENANCE 
PROBLEMS

IT IS FLAT! RAILWAY ENGINEERS FIND THE EDGE OF 
THE WORLD.

COVID-19 UP-DATE. RAILWAYS TO EXPLORE WAYS OF 
WORKING FROM HOME
(thank you Pat Honey for this ‘report’)
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MMRG Newsletter readers recommend:- 

“NARROW GAUGE MODELING COMPANY” 

Hubbardston 

MA, USA 

(1) 978 928 5128 

specialising in On18, On2, On3 and On30 

‘narrowgaugemodeling.com' 

and Facebook at ‘Narrow Gauge Modeling 

Company’

http://narrowgaugemodeling.com
https://www.facebook.com/no1narrowgaugemodelingcompany?fref=ts
https://www.facebook.com/no1narrowgaugemodelingcompany?fref=ts
https://www.facebook.com/no1narrowgaugemodelingcompany?fref=ts
http://narrowgaugemodeling.com
https://www.facebook.com/no1narrowgaugemodelingcompany?fref=ts
https://www.facebook.com/no1narrowgaugemodelingcompany?fref=ts
https://www.facebook.com/no1narrowgaugemodelingcompany?fref=ts


ALISHAN FOREST RAILWAY VISIT 2020
Tony Hallatt

As the title implies, the purpose of the railway was to bring 

timber from the mountains to the mills and industries of 

Taiwan’s west coast. That purpose all but died when timber 

production diminished and a new road was pushed through 

the mountains, effectively removing much of the local 

passenger traffic. Thus today, the 2’ 6” line is a commuter 

railway for the city of Chiayi, and has a sparse service over 

much of its length, with a very intense local service around 

Alishan where cars are banned from much of the popular 

national park.

The terrain is challenging to say the least. The line rises from 

near sea-level to well over seven thousand feet in around 

fifty miles, moving from sub-tropical through temperate to 

alpine vegetation. By any standards the hills are steep, and 

the line has four zig-zags and a four-level spiral. Tunnels 

abound! The Taiwan government took over the line on 2018 

to ensure its survival. They have taken on a considerable 

task as shown currently by the line being closed in two 

places as the result of earthquake and typhoon damage. 

There are signs of considerable investment: the track was in 

excellent condition at the time of our visit in February, the 

stock of operational diesel hydraulics was more than 

adequate and two steam locos were used for brief journeys. 

The damaged routes were being restored; the largest 

landslide is being bypassed by a tunnel so the section will 

not re-open until 2023.

In Chiayi the line ends in the main railway station where a 

one bay platform suffices. Our charter arrived with a ‘heavy’ 

Shay and attracted much attention, certainly very different 

from the frequent and fast electric stock in the rest of the 

station. Local enthusiasts appeared as from nowhere and in 

large numbers pursued the train on scooters and 

motorcycles, all adding to our sense of fun. Chiayi is a city of 

several million people, but our steam loco seemed to attract 

a lot of them to wave as we headed across the urban area. 

Once out into the pineapple fields and paddies, there was 

only the antics of the chasing cameramen to disturb the 

peace. The steam loco was removed before climbing 

commenced, and DL45 sped up. There was some feel of a 

fairground thrill! The scenery became jungle and the curves 

and grades made the train rock appreciably. Monkeys could 

be seen watching, replacing the camera-toting chaps who 

could not have followed up here. Our trip ended at Fenqihu, 

beyond which the storm damage is still being repaired. We 

had a wander round the loco shed and admired two of the 

Shay vertical-cylindered locos, both out of service. In fact, a 

feature of the line was that the old steam locos had been 

cleaned, painted and displayed for the public.

Alishan was the centre of the intensive tourist service. The 

station was a surprisingly huge building; we realised why it 
17



was when we went to see the sun rise over the highest peak. 

At 0500, in total darkness two thousand people were trying to 

board the three special trains! It was all good natured, and 

the railway coped perfectly. Later we saw the tourist service 

operating trains every ten minutes on the two branch lines- 

public service, indeed.

Our Ffestiniog Travel group had a private tour of the loco 

depot at Alishan. We enjoyed several of the service vehicles, 

and were able to see the 10:00 departure being prepared. 

We walked behind it to the station, saw the points men 

working and found another Shay hiding in the carriage 

sidings.

This is a remarkable line and with an enthusiast group we 

found many extras available to us. If you get the chance, it is 

a wonderful experience as part of a holiday on Taiwan, itself 

a truly beautiful island, all fully accessible by train

============================================================
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MODEL RAILWAYS IN TAIWAN
Tony Hallatt

As a follow-up to the article on the Alishan Forest Railway, I 

thought you’d like to see just a couple of pictures of the 

model railways we saw. I did not associate the country with a 

modelling tradition and was surprised at what was on show 

and what could be bought. Enjoy a few photos! Most of what 

we saw was a representation of some aspect of the country, 

as mentioned in the captions.

Fenqihu Shed Spirals was a large scale model at the back 

of Fenqihu Depot, presumably to show the Alishan Forest 

Line travellers the complex of spirals and tunnels. Perhaps 

it's novel to have a model in a real engine shed, though we 

did not see any trains on the layout!

The following pictures were taken in Kaohsiung, where a 

whole warehouse was given over to a model of Taiwan from 

a railway perspective. Good to watch, especially as night 

fell....

Paddy Fields shows the rural part of the island. The dark 

corner is not a mistake: the layout blacks out gently through 

dusk to show the towns lit up and even the Chinese lanterns 

glowing as they move.

https://edition.cnn.com/travel/article/alishan-forest-railway-taiwan/index.html
https://edition.cnn.com/travel/article/alishan-forest-railway-taiwan/index.html


Changhua Roundhouse. Yes, it really exists, and it is still 

part of the operational main line railway, yet tourists can 

wander around freely. Nobody mentioned Health and 

Safety..... The model is a fair representation.

Chongde Cliffs. On the East Coast the mountains meet the 

sea so the railway is a spectacular mix of tunnels and views. 

It was very hard to get this miniature train in an extremely 

realistic model setting and my patience was stretched well 

into April waiting for the train to burst from the tunnel.

Riding the Tram There was a 

ride-on model outside the 

warehouse....for the child in me. 

Wonderfully, the model was 

recognizable as based on the 

local CAF trams which serve the 

port and city!

Market Train. Yilan's outdoor 

market even boasted this jocular 

'model'  which lights up at night!

WOMB - N gauge Tail lamps or FREDs 
(Flashing Red End of train Device) 
PHIL MASON
I do like to see tail lights on my trains. It's possible to make 

working ones but, better than nothing, these are dummies. 

There's loads of information here if you want to make some 

working OO or HO lamps ………

http://s374444733.websitehome.co.uk/cl-rearlite/index.htm

……… it’s where I got the first photo above from.
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THE LAST WORD
That’s it for another month and I hope you’ve enjoyed the read 

…. but I should say this - don’t believe all you read in the press!

It will not have escaped your notice that it is now April and there 

have been a couple of misleading items included in this issue! 

Perhaps the most obvious of these relates to Hornby - they do 

indeed listen to their customers but, so far as I’m aware, have 

absolutely no intention of introducing “Nostalgia Models”!

The more subtle approach was taken in Tony’s item in ‘Model 

Railways in Taiwan’ with the Chongde Cliffs ‘model’. It looks 

incredibly realistic ……. because it is the real thing!!

Did you spot both of them? If you did, then you picked up on 

Tony’s far quicker than I did. It was not until I was editing his 

article that I realised the significance of his reference to April 

and the penny finally clattered to a standstill somewhere inside 

the farthest reaches of my skull!

I hope you enjoyed their inclusion.

For those of us not involved in providing ‘essential services’, we 

are likely to be finding ourselves ‘confined to barracks’ for some 

time to come and are, maybe, turning to our hobby to occupy 

our time, create a distraction from what is happening in ‘the real 

world’ outside our homes and overcome what, for many of us, 

could be a lonely and isolating time. 

If you are turning to your hobby, what are you doing with it? Are 

you starting new projects? Maybe completing old ones? Are you 

kit building or kit bashing? Are you up-grading rolling stock, 

adapting models for new roles, re-configuring trackwork to 

accomodate new ideas? There really is a whole host of things 

you could be involved in!

If you are spending time with your hobby, why not tell us about 

it? By sharing what you are doing you could help others who are 

struggling for ideas. Others may be able to help you in return by 

telling you about what they are doing.

Together, we can help to make this ‘lockdown’ much more 

constructive and bearable. We are a relatively small community, 

but all railway modellers really can make a difference for each 

other.

MMRG Newsletter readers recommend :- 

“WALTONS of ALTRINCHAM” 

30, Stamford St, Altrincham, WA14 1EY 

0161 928 5940 

“www.WaltonsModels.co.uk”

BLAST FROM THE PAST - 
Ribblehead Viaduct from web cam at Ribblehead Station

CLUB CONTACTS AND WEB ADDRESSES

Newsletter:-

e-mail “MMRG-NewsLetter@hotmail.com"

telephone 07761 122126

Macclesfield Model Railway Group:-

web site ‘www.macclesfieldmrg.org.uk'

e-mail ‘macclesfieldmodelrailwaygroup@gmail.com'

telephone 07796 457978

07761 122126

Twitter www.twitter.com/@MacclesfieldMRG

Facebook www.facebook.com/macclesfieldmrg

If you would like to contact the Newsletter or Macclesfield Model 

Railway Group for any reason, simply ‘click’ on the appropriate red 

link above.

Don’t forget ……… your Committee members are:-

Chairman Shaun Horrocks

Vice Chairman Mike Hebblethwaite

Treasurer Ian Sheldon

Secretary Tom McDonough

Member reps Colin Moores

Tony Hallatt

Steve Nixon

Gerry Ogden

Andy Clayton

Alan Ashton

Newsletter Editor Mike Hebblethwaite
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