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Research (internet trawling)   Mike Hebblethwaite 

The fun bits    Mike Hebblethwaite 

     Alek Adamski 

If you would like to join the team and set up a regular (or even occasional) 
feature, please contact the Editor. At the moment this Newsletter is too 
much a “one man band”!  All contributions are welcome. 

CONTACT THE NEWSLETTER 

The Newsletter now has its own e-mail contact address, which is :- 

“MMRG-NewsLetter@hotmail.com” 

We hope we will have a very full ‘in-tray’ each month!  

Any ideas about what we should include, any contributions you may wish to 
make about yourself and your interests, any news, recommended hobby 
outlets or just a general “Hi” to fellow readers would be very welcome. 

It’s your Newsletter! Use it. 

NEWSLETTER POLICY 

This Newsletter is freely distributed to regular subscribers and is available 
to download through Macclesfield Model Railway Group’s web site and 
others. Some of our information is derived from the internet and we try to 
acknowledge sources where ever we can. However, it is not always possible 
to trace original sources with the limited facilities that we have and we 
apologise unreservedly in advance for any oversight. 

As a reader/recipient of this Newsletter, you are free to distribute it 
amongst your friends and family, other clubs and societies to which you 
may belong or use any part of it to promote and further interest in railway 
modelling. 

MMRG claims no copyright of any of the content and you are free to use 
any part of it for any non-profit making purpose you wish. Should you wish 
to use any of the content in any documentation of your own, all that we ask 
is that, as a courtesy, you forward us a copy. 

With regard to commercial/for profit use of our material, we have to rely on 
trust - we have no way of monitoring such use. If you do intend to use our 
material in such a way, please ask for permission first. It is unlikely to be 
refused but, at the very least, an acknowledgement would be expected in 
return. 

COMMERCIAL ADVERTISING 

Our policy, at present, is that this publication will carry no commercial 
advertising. It is a Newsletter! However, should you wish to place an 
“advertising article” concerning a new product, an up-grade to an existing 
product or a more general “of benefit/interest to railway modellers” article, 
please contact ‘The Editor” via e-mail initially. It is understood that such 
features do not carry the endorsement of MMRG unless specified. 

AND FINALLY 

This Newsletter is produced for and on behalf of Macclesfield Model 
Railway Group as part of their ‘constitutional obligation’ to promote and 
support the hobby of railway modelling. MMRG, under it’s own rules, is 
obliged to pursue ‘educational’ opportunities within the hobby and this 
Newsletter is proud to play its part. 

No price can be placed on the value of ‘education’, which is why this 
Newsletter is, and always will be, free. 
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EDITORIAL

Happy New Year and all my best wishes for 2020. I hope it 

brings you all the good things you could wish for …. and a 

few bonuses.

Christmas is now but a memory - though I have the usual 

socks, Y fronts and hankies as a reminder! - and the New 

Year dawns. I hope you had a wonderful Yuletide, were able 

to celebrate in style without too much Alka Seltzer and will 

manage to see in and toast the New Year with a ‘wee dram’ 

or two. I have to say, though, that it feels rather odd to me 

whilst writing this as it’s only 19th December and I’ve yet to 

spend my Xmas in Benidorm! I guess I’ll be opening my 

presents with a sense of deja vu!

The world of railway modelling is a truly fascinating one and 

has an appeal on so many different levels. Take ‘home’ 

layouts, for example. They can range from simply a track 

layout for running trains to an exhibition standard, rivet 

counter’s paradise. What the layout, in a sense, actually is 

matters little - what does matter is the enjoyment it gives to 

the builder and the sense of achievement. 

Railway modelling is a hobby and, above all else, should be 

fun. As an example, I don’t have a layout at home but I am 

heavily involved in the ‘Purgatory Brand’ 0n30 layouts at the 

Club. Whilst ‘Purgatory Peak’ is a show standard layout (and 

very popular on the exhibition circuit), I have not been 

tempted to even think about building rolling stock that would 

win any prizes ….. anywhere. I’m of the school of thought 

that says any detail you can’t see from a scale 300ft away 

doesn’t need to be modelled! The box and flat cars that I’ve 

built will never please the purists but they ‘look right’ to me in 

the setting for which they were intended and I had fun 

building them! 

That is the point I’m trying to make.

We all build our model railways for our own enjoyment and 

for our own, individual purpose. Long may that be so!

What about you? Have you built a model railway at home? 

Do you enjoy it? What do you run on it? Oh, so many 

questions I could ask! Why not, as a New Year’s resolution, 

put pen to paper (well, finger to keyboard!) and tell us all 

about it? It doesn’t have to be prize winning text but a few 

photos would be good. If you do send me something, I will 

not publish it until you have seen and approved what I do 

with it for this Newsletter. 

Let’s feature some ‘home’ layouts this year! 

It’s ‘over to you’.

Enjoy the read and I’ll catch up with you again on page 20.

Macclesfield Model Railway Group 
through the On30 Group, supports the development of 

“MegaPoints Controllers” 
for all the latest news, go to:- 

"www.megapointscontrollers.com"
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STOP PRESS 

There are still a few (and I mean a few!) places left for the 
Annual Mega Nosh (for details, see December issue) on 
Friday 24th Jan at the Dolphin. If you are interested in 

joining in, please e-mail me a.s.a.p. with menu choice and I 
will confirm your place within 24hrs.

http://megapointscontrollers.com
http://megapointscontrollers.com


WOMB - WHAT’S ON MY BENCH?
Phil Mason

Well, it's on the floor actually. 

Q Bits of screwed up paper but what are they for? 

A. Static flock paper torn and screwed up before fixing to 

layout. This helps to relieve the uniform 'billiard table' 

effect. The joins between the various bits will 

subsequently be disguised by flock powder, bushes, etc. 

…….. and now, new locos for old. Or, maybe, that should be 

“old locos from new”?

I had these rather toy like examples of Poole's finest n 

gauge languishing in a box for maybe 20 years, thoroughly 

unloved. The poor things. 

Meanwhile, my layout has both a coal mine and a steel 

works. I'm OK for diesels (though I'm looking forward to the 

N Gauge Society Hunslet with some relish) but if I backdate 

it to steam days I'm a bit lacking. 

So, here's another project that has waited far too long 

because I didn't really know how to start or what I wanted to 

achieve. 

A search through various books showed that the Hunslet 

austerity tank was widely used by the NCB so no problem 

there apart from choice of colour. But what to do with that 

rather revolting 'general purpose' tank of no known 

prototype? 

There was a large ex N Staffs tank of similar general 

appearance working for the NCB in the Manchester area but 

that (now at Shildon, I believe) is an 0-6-2. The NCB also 

employed similar side tanks in the northeast area. 

But after far too long trawling the net, I came up with a 

couple of lovely shots of side tanks (but with outside 

cylinders) working in the Leeds area in a nice maroon 

livery.. 

https://plumbloco.smugmug.com/Trains/British-Industrial-

Systems/i-B38rMVf/A

Not quite right but gorgeous. Note the patent 'Giesl ejector' 

on the picture below; a draughting system invented late in 

steam days and, although not taken up after trials on BR, 

found use on some industrial locos. 

https://plumbloco.smugmug.com/Trains/British-Industrial-

Systems/i-VDSbdNp/A

The only steam locos I could find working in steel works 

towards the end of steam were the yellow Hawthorne Leslie 

examples at Corby:

https://www.alamy.com/a-distinctive-aspect-of-operations-

around-stewarts-and-lloyds-corby-iron-and-steel-works-

were-these-yellow-liveried-0-6-0sts-built-by-hawthorn-leslie-

image210322917.html

Again not quite right but, with renewed enthusiasm, I 

decided to go freelance. The GP tank represents an 

amalgam of three real NCB locos. I changed the chimney for 

a 'Giesl ejector', added bigger buffer beams from 20 thou 

plasticard and bigger buffers. With maroon livery, red wheels 

and underframe and wasp stripes on the buffer beam it 

starts to look the part and found work in my coal mine. 
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The Hunslet has also aquired wasp stripes and a yellow 

livery. I couldn't bring myself to apply weathering quite as 

severe as the Corby ones but again I'm happy with the result 

and it'll shunt the steel works. 

Both locos would benefit from some real coal in the bunker. 

MMRG Newsletter readers recommend :- 

“THE MODEL CENTRE” 

Hill Farm, Beck Hole, Whitby, North Yorkshire,  

YO22 5LF 

01947 899125 

“www.themodelcentre.com"

MMRG Newsletter readers recommend :- 

“TRIDENT TRAINS” 

Unit 10, The Craft Arcade, Dagfields Craft Centre, 
Crewe Road, Walgherton, Nantwich, Cheshire,  

CW5 7LG 

01270 842400 

www.tridenttrains.co.uk
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TWO RAILWAYS IN ONE DAY!
Dominic Emery

The master plan was to drive to Llanberis and take a ride on 

the Snowdon Mountain Railway and, if we had enough time, 

to then have a ride on the 1ft 11½ in. gauge Llanberis Lake 

Railway. We arrived at Llanberis before 10am and we 

parked in the large car park opposite the station. It cost £8 

for the day but I didn't have enough change and the 

machines weren't taking cards! I went over to the booking 

office to get our tickets and get some change. The car park 

is actually owned by the overlooking Royal Victoria Hotel. 

The next available train was at 12:30 and would be diesel 

powered. The lady ticket seller did find some places on a 

steam powered train at 15:30 so I bought these which cost 

£39 each, £9 more than the diesel train but I wanted to hear 

the steam engine working. 

I decided that we should go to the lake railway first. On 

leaving the car park turning right back on to the main road 

and took the next turning right which led to a council car 

park where I paid £4 for all day parking. We walked back to 

the main road and the 2003 built Lake Railway station. This 

station is on an extension of the original 1971 opened line to 

bring the railway closer to the tourists in the village who 

would otherwise not make the effort to find the railway. The 

tickets are for one full return trip only and the first train of the 

day came in and ran round in the loop. The train was made 

up of six colourful bogie coaches and the Port Class Hunslet 

tank engine No.3, “Dolbadarn“, built in 1922. After the driver/

fireman had coupled up we set off for the railway's 

headquarters at Gilfach Ddu crossing the 2003 built steel 

bridge over the shortest river in Britain that joins Llyn Peris 

with Llyn Padarn. The train then crosses over the road that 

goes to the National Slate Museum which we pass on our 

left hand side. The Museum is based in the workshops of 

the famous Dinorwic Quarry, but more of that later. We then 

pass the station with its platform and the next train waiting to 

taking the token for the single line we are on.  This line is on 

the old trackbed of the 1842 built 4ft gauge Padarn Railway 

which took the slate on transporter waggons down to where 

there was another incline and the slate waggons could be 

lowered down to the harbour at was to be come known as 

Port Dinorwic. Talking of inclines, and on our right, is the 

very impressive,1997 

restored, lower Vivian 

Incline. There are more 

historical buildings with 

the original carriage 

shed on the left and on 

the right a water tank 

made out slate slabs. It 
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is no longer in use, being very rare, but was not the only one 

we saw in Wales. Then came the old engine shed, again on 

the right, and the old slate tips are ever present with the old 

slate waste being tipped on to the lake side. Following the 

lake shoreline we get a wonderful view of the Snowdon 

mountain range behind us (depending on the weather of 

course) and stay near the edge of the lake as on our right 

are the Allt Wen woods with its Sessile Oak woodland - a 

stunted variety that can grow in poor mountain soil. There is 

evidence of slate quarry workings hidden in the undergrowth 

along the line. 

We pass through the loop at Cei Llydan station without 

stopping on the way out - as we are the first train there was 

not one waiting for us to pass. Continuing on we passed 

through a short cutting through, for geologists, very 

interesting pre-Cambrian Proterozoic (what ever that means) 

rock. I was useless at O Level Geology! I just know that it is 

extremely old! 

The route then opens out onto a wide shelf from where slate 

and stones were ferried across the lake. Carrying on we 

passed a modern looking slate built building that had a short 

siding going into it. When the hydro-electric power station 

was built at Dinorwic the high voltage cables were buried 

along side the line. To keep them from overheating a cooling 

station was built pumping cold lake water into the cable 

runs. If maintenance or spare parts are needed then they 

can only be transported using the railway. Which means, in 

other words, that it is one of a few heritage lines that 

provides a goods service. As we approach Penllyn ('head of 

the lake') and the end of line, the surrounding scenery is 

much gentler and the the hills not so steep. 

After the engine ran round, walkers can leave the train and 

wander around to the other side of the lake or to the nearby 

village of Brynrefail. There is no formal platform here and we 

stayed on our train. With the point (switch) changed, we 

started on our journey back and I was able to film the 

mountain range and lake in the distance. On reaching Cel 

Llydan we stopped in the platform and had time to get out, 

cross the tracks and take in the views from the picnic area 

until the next train passed through the loop without stopping. 

This gave me a good chance to film the other train. There is 

a nature trail and an adventure playgound accessed from 

the platform where there is a small cabin that sells light 

refreshments in the high season and school holidays. With 

the passing of the other train we had to get back in our 

coach and continue back to Gilfach Ddu and the Padarn 

Country Park. Here was the end of the journey as the 

engine uncouples and moves forward to the water tank and 

restocks its coal bunker if needed. We had a coffee in the 

cafe, looked 

around the 

shop and the 

went over to 

the craft shops 

before heading 

to the 

Museum. One 
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corner of the building is still used as an engine shed and 

workshops something it has done since 1870. A visit to the 

Museum is free and an excellant way to find out how it was 

to work in a slate quarry. The Museum actually owns its own 

Alice Class Hunslet „Una“ built in 1905 and is kept in 

working condition. It some times finds its way on to the 

railway. 

The line was born out of the idea of creating work for some 

of the quarry workers who had lost their jobs when the 

quarry closed completely in 1969. It is run by paid 

employees and provides tourists with views that they would 

not, otherwise, be able to see.

After we had been around the Museum it was time to head 

back to the Snowdon Mountain Railway for lunch, taking the 

next train back to Llanberis again with 'Dolbadarn'.

The railway owns three “Quarry Hunslets“. No.1, ‘Elidir’, was 

built in 1889 and delivered new to the Dinorwic Quarry and 

was on its first service train after being repaired having 

being out of traffic for the last few months. No.2, 'Thomas 

Bach’, was built in 1905 and was the last Alice Class engine 

to be supplied to Dinorwic. It has a removeable cab and is 

considered to be a “convertible“ and is seen sometimes 

without its cab. I did not see the engine and I guess it was in 

the workshops. The railway uses various types of carriages 

which were built for the railway between 1972 and 1979 two 

of which have been rebuilt with wider doors and tip up seats 

for wheelchair passengers. All the carriages have their doors 

on the landward side as the platforms are all on the same 

side of the track.

Ater lunch we needed something to do before our train was 

due to leave so we went for a walk to the nearby station car 

park where there are excellant views of the engine shed and 

station area. From there we carried on to a nearby waterfall 

which, needless to say, was up a steep narrow road but 

directly next to the railway line as it climbed out of the 

village. 
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Back at the station we patiently waited for our train. There 

was a sign hanging on the ticket office saying that all trains 

for the day were sold out. I took a few photos of the arriving 

trains and had a long look in the souvenir shop. The diesel 

train that was due to leave at 3pm.(15:00) had problems 

starting the motor and the “heritage Hunslet“ didn't leave 

until 3.20pm. We had to wait till the next train arrived from 

the mountain it was the other steam operated train with No. 

5 in charge. We set off up the mountain half an hour late. 

We passed the sheds and then started to climb passing over 

a viaduct and the waterfall that we had visited earlier

Everybody is issued with a seat ticket that is for the whole 

journey. The guard sits at the front of the one coach train 

and becomes the eyes of the driver of the original Swiss 

SLM 1922 built engine No.6 “Padarn“ (the driver and 

fireman stay on the engine). There is no real point in 

describing the journey in great detail as we pass fields and 

rolling countryside before the climb really starts. At each of 

the loops on the way up our train waits for a train coming 

back down from the summit. 

There are two platforms at the Summit station and as we 

arrived the next train departed. We had a 30 minute break 

and walked up to the top of the mountain enjoying the view 

before the clouds came in which wasn't a problem as it was, 

by then, time to go back down to our train. Everybody was 

waiting in the coach except me, I talked to the train crew 

who were waiting for the next train to arrive and took a few 

photos of the arriving train. I then ran to my seat! 

The view on the way back was not so good as you sit facing 

up the mountain and filming over people's heads not really 

an ideal way to get good footage. We arrived back at 

Llanberis only 10 minutes late. 

It had been a very enjoyable journey and was a must do trip 

if only for the superb scenery, again subject to the weather 

in Snowdonia, and had brought back teenage memories ….. 

but didn't help me with my research into normal narrow 

gauge railways. Besides the steam engines No. 5 and No.6 

there were all the Hunslet diesels 9,10,11 and 12 in use. 
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BREAKING NEWS
NEW ROAD/RAIL SERVICE INTRODUCED ON 
NORTHERN RAIL - NO NEED TO TAKE A TAXI TO THE 
STATION, WE BRING THE TRAIN TO YOU!

MOSCOW’S COMMUTER TRAINS SOON TO 
INTRODUCE ON-BOARD TOILETS!

TRAINS ARE OLDER THAN WE THOUGHT AFTER 2m 
YEAR OLD FOSSIL FOUND

U.S. TO ISSUE NEW FREE TRAVEL PERMITS TO ALL 
SERVING PERSONNEL.

RAIL UNIONS SAY RAIL STRIKES WILL HAVE LITTLE 
OR NO IMPACT ON PASSENGERS

VIRGIN TRAINS TO PILOT PASSENGER ‘ROLL ON - 
ROLL OFF’ TRAINS TO SAVE ON STATION COSTS
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MMRG - 2020 EXHIBITION
Mike Hebblethwaite

Did you know that from 1st January there are only 73 days 

to go until our annual exhibition? That may seem to be a lot 

of days but, believe me, they will go by incredibly quickly! 

Quite frankly, I was staggered to learn that it was so close.

Christmas is now but a memory (very pleasant, I hope!), 

New Year celebrations are almost over and our thoughts are 

turning to what 2020 has to offfer……and the biggest event 

on MMRG’s calendar is looming large!

Our annual exhibition of some of the finest layouts currently 

on the ‘circuit’ has completed the planning stage, layouts 

and traders are all booked, the ‘Big Red Bus’ is on standby 

and our caterers are planning their menus. We think we’ve 

‘got all our ducks in a row’!

There’s really only two things we can’t plan for. The first is 

that you will come along to the show and have a great time - 

mind you, we’ll be giving you plenty of reminders that the 

event is taking place! - and the second is the weather. Try as 

we might, we have not yet found a way of controlling that!

Apart from the information on the ‘ad’ on this page, how else 

can you find information about the show?

The first source of information is, of course, our own website  

(www.macclesfieldmrg.org.uk) where you will find regular 

up-dates and listings of all the layouts and traders who will 

be at the show.

The second source of information is our Facebook page 

where you will find regular posts about the layouts that are 

coming to the show.

The third source, and we’ll take a bow here, is the 

Newsletter where, next month, you will find a full list of all 

the layouts (with photos!) and traders (with all contact 

details). 

Of course, we shall be advertising the show on many of the 

local ‘social media’ for sale/events/etc pages with a 

countdown to the show and examples of what visitors will be 

able to see.

As I’ve said in these pages before, MMRG punches well 

above its weight with the quality of its annual exhibition and 

this year shows every sign of continuing that ‘tradition’. We 

have also, for the past several years, managed to go against 

the national trend of dwindling numbers of visitors - an 

achievement so many clubs would love to equal.

Macclesfield has a reputation for putting together a high 

quality show with something for the whole family to enjoy 

and this year will be no exception……..and, as usual, there 

will be many bargains on our Club Sales stand!

There will be lots more information about the show next 

month as well as suggestions about how you could help to 

make this our best attended show ever. 

Watch this space!
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IN SEARCH OF REALISM - 
GLASGOW QUEEN STREET
Andy Clayton

So, it was one of those throw away 

comments to the Editor of this club’s 

magazine, upon exiting “The Dolphin” public house one 

evening (sober I may add), where I mentioned to the 

aforementioned Editor, “Really, I should write a few words 

and let everyone know that we’re here”.

That was a couple of months ago, and considering we’ve 

been languishing in the clubrooms for nigh on a year now, I 

thought it best to actually do something about that remark.

You may ( or may not ) have noticed on photographs of the 

clubrooms, that there is a large object occupying the space 

where the N gauge used to be. For once I’m not referring to 

myself – although I am large and tend to lurk, but that’s 

another story – no this is a layout, namely ‘Glasgow Queen 

Street’

As the name informs you, this is a scale model of Queen St 

station in Glasgae ( read it in a Scottish accent ) built to 

4mm scale but in EM gauge. Very briefly, EM used to stand 

for Eighteen Millimetres – which was the EM gauge society’s 

track standard ( as opposed to 16.5 for OO gauge ) when it 

was first formed in 1955. Somewhere along the way, 

someone altered it to 18.2 mm, why? No idea, so unless 

some intelligent personage out there knows, I can’t tell you, 

other than it was something to do with an improvement in 

technology and allowing the ability to draw up finer 

standards……….

Anyway, for me personally, I had modelled in finescale OO 

for about 20 years, being one of the bods responsible for 

inflicting ‘Runswick Leamside’ onto an unsuspecting public 

via the exhibition circuit ( if you’re feeling really brave, there 

are several videos of Leamside over the years on YouTube, 

including one of yours truly being interviewed by Tony Wright 

of BRM (use it as a threat on Halloween – gets the kids to 

behave), so the natural step forward for me was into EM.

After Leamside was retired from the circuit in 2009, various 

ideas were bandied about and different projects were 

threatened, until I had the bright idea of modelling Queen 

St…….bright ideas are all very well, so long as you’re bright 

enough to realise that some are too bright and should be 

ignored. Well, it tells you a lot about me when I decided to 

push ahead with the idea and immerse myself in all things 

Scottish (the normal Scottish stuff I tend to immerse myself 

into, contains alcohol and is matured in old sherry or wine 

kegs )

The previous project of Runswick Leamside was set in the 

years between 1987 and 1994 – post sectorisation of BR 

and pre privatisation, which generally happened to be my 

most favourite of spotting years. We all tend to model 

something that we remember well from our youths, standing 

on draughty platform ends, chain smoking and drinking 

dodgy coffee from a Travellers fare, so I suppose I’m nothing 

different.

As you can by now tell, this is NOT a steam themed layout 

(there goes the sound of about one hundred readers’ 

computers closing down!). In fact, Glasgow Queen Street 

EM is Diesel era and set strictly in the Autumn of 1988.

You’re going to want to know why now, aren’t you?

So, here’s the background. In 1988, BR were still sectorised 

and ScotRail was developed as part of all that in 1983, by a 

gent called Chris Green, who then went ‘dahn Sarf’ 

afterwards and started Network SouthEast, but I don’t 

generally hold that against him.

By 1988, the sector was in full flow and some very nice 

colour schemes were emerging for their stock. I had always 
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been a big fan of all things North of the border, so the fact 

that ScotRail were painting their coaching stock with a pale 

blue stripe instead of Inter-City’s red, their D.M.U’s were 

getting a wonderful Strathclyde PTE Orange livery and that 

most of their Diesel Locos all had mini-ploughs on the ends, 

was something that I could not ignore.

Autumn 1988 meant that I could have all the various colour 

schemes, oh and run HST’s as well ( InterCity 125’s for the 

more mature reader), plus I could still run the beloved Class 

37/4’s on all the West Highland trains out of Queen St.

February 1989 was the dedicated month that the 37’s would 

retire from the W Highland and Sprinterisation would be 

upon us all………groan……

So that was my reasoning. ‘Simples’, as one TV advert says.

Thing is though, having drawn the thing out various times 

and asking Aubrey Scully to scan the plan into Templot, it 

became apparent that this was not going to be a minor 

undertaking. For one, the overall train shed at Queen St 

works out at something like 5ft long………

However, there’s always an upside to things and the overall 

track plan works out at very nearly 12ft from buffer stops to 

tunnel mouth. Not a bad length for a layout, but I decided 

early on that I also wanted to model a 12ft cutaway section 

of Cowlairs 

tunnel as well 

– at a scale 1in 

45! which 

brings the 

layout up to 

24ft plus, then 

add on a 10ft 

fiddle yard for the longest raft on the layout (an HST) and 

you’re soon up to something like 36ft in length by 3ft width at 

the widest point.

Whilst all this thinking was going on, I was taking my plastic 

abuse roadshow out to exhibitions – or a demonstration 

stand to be more correct. It was at one of these shows that I 

met Dave Moore.

Dave was chatting to me about the layout and, in what can 

only be described as a ‘mad moment’, announced that he 

would like to come on board and help with the build of 

Queen St. So then there were two of us.

We continued to take the demo stand out to shows, and it 

was at EM gauge Showcase North a couple of years ago, 

that James Venables came and talked to us. James was 

having an internal battle within himself between P4 and EM 

– he couldn’t decide for the life of him, so I did my best to 

show him the light and convince him that EM was the way 

towards salvation. Dave and I must have said something 

right because James then joined our growing band of merry 

men, although he is still modelling in P4 on his own layout. 

He’s a Driver/Manager for GBRF so his knowledge and 

modelling skills were going to be a big asset to the Queen St 

gang.

So the three of us continued to advertise our group by 

carrying on with the build of the layout and then Pete Scoffin 

(who was one of the original builders of Leamside along with 

myself), also decided to broaden his horizons and join the 

team.

At this point, a very old friend of mine – Matt Bednall, who is 

an electrical engineer by trade, was talking to me at a get 

together for a mutual friend’s birthday. Matt and I have 

known each other for over 30 years, so I knew he had an 

interest in railways. I asked him if he wanted to pop along to 

see us one evening, to see what he thought of the layout 

build and, more fool him, he agreed!

The group didn’t have an electrician at the time, so the rest 

of us grouped together and wouldn’t let Matt out of the 

building we were in at the time until he agreed to wire the 

layout up for us!
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In all seriousness, It was great to have Matt on board as I 

didn’t get to see an awful lot of him, but that would be 

changing due to him fully engaging in the layout build and 

he has designed a fabulous wiring plan accordingly. 

Admittedly, it’s all still in Matt’s head at the moment, which is 

a fearsome place in itself – if you’ve ever watched any of the 

Star Wars movies and heard R2D2 speak in robotic bleeps, 

then that to me is what Matt sounds like when he’s talking 

about electrics on layouts…….the guy’s phenomenal and is 

planning a computer controlled DCC system that will be 

future proof and will include electronic interlocking of points 

and signals etc etc…….

The skeleton of the control panel for this madness (which 

we’ve nicknamed ‘Houston’) is currently being built to Matt’s 

spec so, very soon, he will be able to start filling the innards 

with wires and all sorts of Electrickery.

The layout boards themselves are Laser cut and supplied by 

Tim Horn – other layout board manufacturers are available – 

and are amazing to put together. So easy.

Once the initial station boards were assembled, the Templot 

track plan was printed out by Matt on an all in one sheet of 

paper. This made it so much easier to stick to the board 

surfaces than individually sticking down sheets of A4 paper.

It was after the trackplan had dried, that we started to 

construct the trackwork. Every single section of track on the 

layout, even the turnouts, are scratch built utilising 

copperclad sleepers – duly gapped in the middle - code 83 

flat bottom rail and Colin Craig components.

Colin is a retired signaller, but started his modelling business 

with the aim of providing quality etched brass components to 

the modelling world. He has now decided to retire from this 

as well, but we were lucky enough to grab him before his 

second retirement and purchase what we needed.

You may be asking 

yourself, why didn’t 

they just use some 

EM gauge Society 

ready to lay track or 

SMP Markway or 

something similar? 

Well, the answer is 

that all the readily 

available EM gauge 

trackwork out there 

isn’t right for the prototype. The trackwork on the real thing is 

all flat bottomed rail opposed to bullhead and nobody 

produces ready to lay flatbottomed track on timber sleepers 

and pandrol clips……sigh…..things would have been a lot 

easier if they had.

So it was Colin Craig who we  to as he produced the only 

flat bottomed track and pointwork in the country. I don’t know 

if any of you have ever constructed your own trackwork, but 

it’s a lengthy process. I was taught at an early age that 

trackwork had to be spot on if you want reliable running, so 

with due diligence we are following this mantra.

To give you an idea of what’s involved, an ordinary straight 

length of track starts with the individual laying of the copper 

clad sleepers onto the Templot plan, fastened down with 

glue ( in our case, Pritt stick ). You then have to carefully 

gap the copper clad so that you don’t get a short circuit 

across the rails. This was done using a Dremmel and stiff 

brush attachment. A pound coin was drawn around on 240 
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grit sandpaper, double sided tape attached and then stuck to 

the face of the brush.

It’s then a case of sitting down comfortably, angling the 

dremmel correctly and carefully sanding down the centre 

part of each sleeper to create a gradual gap, rather than a 

slot. This is done so that when the trackwork is eventually 

painted, you don’t see a gap in the centre of the sleeper/

copperclad. (Any over-enthusiastic sanding can easily be 

disguised by the detritis commonly found between the rails - 

Ed)

When that’s done, some rail can be prepared by burnishing 

the bottom and sides with a glass fibre pen. Part of the bits 

and pieces we purchased from Colin were a whole load 

(literally hundreds) of etched brass 1 in 20 spacers for 

underneath the rail, to lift it the correct distance off the 

copper clad sleepers and set the rail to the correct 

inclination as per the real thing. These etches all have to be 

burnished as well, whilst still on the fret – attempting to 

burnish the spacers off the fret WILL result in madness 

taking over and you will be seen by other club members, 

arms folded across yourself, whilst rocking backwards and 

forwards muttering utter garbage.

Once back to sanity, you then cut off all these tiny little 

spacers and fold them over as per the instructions.

When that’s been done, you’re ready to start some 

soldering.

So. The track has to be built in two parts. Firstly the datum 

rail has to be soldered in place following the Templot plan, 

not forgetting that each sleeper has to have a 1 in 20 spacer 

between it and the underside of the rail! Whilst doing this, 

we have chosen to attach feed and return wires to the 

underside of the rail to, hopefully, hide any unsightly wires 

nailed to the sides of rails ( a pet hate of mine on layouts ). 

Each section of track has two feed wires and two return 

wires – this is for safety’s sake in case one of the feeds or 

returns suddenly stops working at an exhibition.

Moving on, once you’re happy with that datum rail, out come 

the track gauges and the second rail can be installed. This is 

a quicker process than the first rail as all you’re doing is 

using the track gauges to hold the two rails the correct 

distance apart …….. but don’t forget those 1 in 20 spacers!

Once the second rail has been soldered into place, you can 

then start to individually lay the white metal pandrol clips. 

These come in two halves per chair – one for the outside of 

the rail and one for the inside. These are only cosmetic and 

can be glued into place using a tiny drop of superglue.

So you go down both sides of one rail, get to the end then 

come back the other way, decorating the second rail exactly 

the same as the first…….

Don’t even get me started on points…………luckily for me 

that’s James’ 

department, but 

he’s more than 

up to the task 

and has already 

produced some 

outstanding 

turnouts for the 

layout.

And that Ladies 

and Gentlemen, 

is where we are 

currently at with 

the build of 

Glasgow Queen 

Street (EM).

You may hear 

or read our fine 

Editor refer to us as the ‘Queen St Kids’ – this is because 

when we all joined the club, we dropped the average age of 

the membership by about 40 years*…….and I’m 51, so this 
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tells you where the ages that some of the more 

‘mature’ members are at…….ain’t that right Slacky!

As the layout progresses, I’ll write further updates 

for you all, unless I hear a great outcry of “ No, we 

can’t take any more!” Luckily for you all, now that 

I’ve kind of rambled on a bit and you’re all up to 

speed with who we are, any future instalments won’t 

be as long or boring as this one.

I’d like to take this opportunity to thank the Editor of 

the Newsletter for producing, every month, an 

outstanding read for us all and keeping us all in 

touch.

If you have any questions or, heaven help you, want 

to come and help us build Queen St, please come 

and say hello. We don’t bite, especially if we’ve fed 

Dave and myself in advance.

Lastly, I’d just also like to quickly thank Ray 

Slack………who 

has done absolutely nothing in the production of 

Glasgow Queen St.  

Thanks Ray!

* I’ve warned you about over-exaggeration, Andy. It’s not 40 

years. It’s actually 39.863! - Ed

Comparison between EM track with correct sleeper spacing and ‘standard’ 00/H0 track
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WOMB - What's On My Bench?
Phil Mason

………. Or more precisely, what's on my phone, tablet or computer? The answer is 'research'!

'T'interweb", as our editor calls it, is a wonderful thing and can save us hours of footwork. 

I'm building a little layout based on the northern part of the Settle-Carlisle, a couple of hours and two gallons of petrol away. But 

I've found the web a better source than I thought possible, so I've taken some screen shots to

Illustrate this. 

We all know the 'satellite' views on Google Map

But you can't always be sure what you're looking at. Here the Ordnance Survey come in and is available in small bits via 

'Streetmap'. The 1:25000 series (2½ inches to the mile) is probably the most useful scale because it shows walls and fences. 
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Then, of course, there are photographs from the air:

And from the ground:

Not forgetting Google 'streetview', which can give you views 

of the railway from over bridges etc, as well as views of 

nearby streets. 

So here's where I am at the moment, planning roads, 

buildings and scenery using the above resources. They help 

to create a more believable scene, even though my layout 

won't be an accurate scale model. It's very much 'work in 

progress' at this stage ……. but, please, come to our show 

in March to see the end result! 

MMRG Newsletter readers recommend :- 

“S.M.T.F.” (model shop) 

Brookside Garden Centre, London Road North, 
Poynton, Cheshire, SK12 1BY 

01625 850427
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BLAST FROM THE PAST - but 
where is it?
Mike Hebblethwaite

Three different views of the same 

station, but where is it?

Clues? 

You can have 3!

1) Station opened in 1849 by the 

MSJAR and closed as a British Rail 

station in 1992

2) There’s only two stops to the south.

3) In the lower photo opposite, the 

bridge beyond the white gate 

crosses the Bridgewater Canal

If you think you’ve worked out where this 

station is, check your answer in the 

orange panel on page 20.

MMRG Newsletter readers recommend:- 

ABC Model Railways 
‘Always on the right track’ 

tel:-    07813 031152 
e-mail:-    abcmodelrailways@yahoo.co.uk 

web:-    ‘www.abcmodelrailways.com'

MMRG Newsletter readers recommend:- 

“NARROW GAUGE MODELING COMPANY” 

Hubbardston 

MA, USA 

(1) 978 928 5128 

specialising in On18, On2, On3 and On30 

‘narrowgaugemodeling.com' 

and Facebook at ‘Narrow Gauge Modeling 

Company’
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THE LAST WORD

There we have it. Yet another issue under our belts - I can’t 

believe that this is the 77th month I’ve been doing this. I 

really must start thinking about getting a life! - and the start 

of another year.

Which leads me to wonder what’s looming on the horizon for 

2020.

There, of course, is the annual show in March and you will 

be hearing a lot more about that next month - which layouts 

and traders are coming, how you can help, the ‘Big Red Bus’ 

………. pretty much the same sort of information as last 

year, really, but more up-to-date!

Soon after the show, we have our Annual General Meeting 

with all the information about the state of the Club and its 

finances along with the election of a ‘new’ Committee. Some 

members of the current Committee are now getting a bit 

‘long in the tooth’ (like myself) and may be looking to 

‘downgrade’ their Committee responsibilities. It’s an 

opportunity to bring in some fresh faces and ideas! The 

A.G.M., hopefully, will bring about a new structure for the 

Committee and the creation of new areas of responsibility 

within the Club. As you are probably already aware, there 

are already members of the current Committee who, at 

various times, handle large amounts of the Club’s money but 

are not answerable to the Committee (or, in reality, to 

anyone else!). There are thoughts, therefore, of making the 

positions of Exhibition Manager and Co-ordinator of Sales 

(largely second hand), for example, Committee posts in their 

own right. This may, in turn, involve some adjustments to the 

Club rules. Your thoughts may prove invaluable and, next 

month, there will be an invitation and an opportunity for you 

to express them.

As for the Newsletter? We’ll continue to publish anything, of 

course, that’s submitted that is of interest to our readers but 

it would be great to see what’s happening ‘behind closed 

doors’ with all you railway modellers at home. Please, let us 

have a “sneaky peak through the keyhole” at what you do 

with, and enjoy about, your hobby.

MMRG Newsletter readers recommend :- 

“WALTONS of ALTRINCHAM” 

30, Stamford St, Altrincham, WA14 1EY 

0161 928 5940 

“www.WaltonsModels.co.uk”

CLUB CONTACTS AND WEB ADDRESSES

Newsletter:-

e-mail “MMRG-NewsLetter@hotmail.com"

telephone 07761 122126

Macclesfield Model Railway Group:-

web site ‘www.macclesfieldmrg.org.uk'

e-mail ‘macclesfieldmodelrailwaygroup@gmail.com'

telephone 07796 457978

07761 122126

Twitter www.twitter.com/@MacclesfieldMRG

Facebook www.facebook.com/macclesfieldmrg

If you would like to contact the Newsletter or Macclesfield Model 

Railway Group for any reason, simply ‘click’ on the appropriate red 

link above.

Don’t forget ……… your Committee members are:-

Chairman Shaun Horrocks

Vice Chairman Mike Hebblethwaite

Treasurer Ian Sheldon

Secretary Tom McDonough

Member reps Colin Moores

Tony Hallatt

Steve Nixon

Gerry Ogden

Andy Clayton

Alan Ashton

Newsletter Editor Mike Hebblethwaite

BLAST FROM THE PAST  - Timperley Station, now a 

Manchester Metrolink tram stop.
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