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Any ideas about what we should include, any contributions you may wish to
make about yourself and your interests, any news, recommended hobby
outlets or just a general “Hi” to fellow readers would be very welcome.
It’s your Newsletter! Use it.
NEWSLETTER POLICY
This Newsletter is freely distributed to regular subscribers and is available
to download through Macclesfield Model Railway Group’s web site and
others. Some of our information is derived from the internet and we try to
acknowledge sources where ever we can. However, it is not always possible
to trace original sources with the limited facilities that we have and we
apologise unreservedly in advance for any oversight.
As a reader/recipient of this Newsletter, you are free to distribute it
amongst your friends and family, other clubs and societies to which you
may belong or use any part of it to promote and further interest in railway
modelling.

LINKS
Don’t forget, if it’s in RED ‘click’ on it to take you off into the ‘ether’!

IT’S UP TO YOU
This Newsletter relies for its content on material supplied by its readers and
no-one else. It does not ‘pick up’ on articles in other publications, it does not
syndicate and it tries to reflect no-one’s views and opinions other than those

MMRG claims no copyright of any of the content and you are free to use
any part of it for any non-profit making purpose you wish. Should you wish
to use any of the content in any documentation of your own, all that we ask
is that, as a courtesy, you forward us a copy.
With regard to commercial/for profit use of our material, we have to rely on
trust - we have no way of monitoring such use. If you do intend to use our
material in such a way, please ask for permission first. It is unlikely to be
refused but, at the very least, an acknowledgement would be expected in
return.

of its readers. You can help to maintain that integrity by ‘keeping in touch’ ….
let us know what you think, what you are doing with your hobby. If you have
any ideas about how this Newsletter could be improved, what you like or
don’t like about it, then please contact the Newsletter either through “Over to
You” or to the Editor direct at…….

“MMRG-NewsLetter@hotmail.com”
ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS
All article text and photographs are by the authors except for images for “The
Funnies” which are drawn from the internet and are, with our apologies,
original source unknown. Should we, inadvertently, have infringed your

COMMERCIAL ADVERTISING
Our policy, at present, is that this publication will carry no commercial
advertising. It is a Newsletter! However, should you wish to place an
“advertising article” concerning a new product, an up-grade to an existing
product or a more general “of benefit/interest to railway modellers” article,
please contact ‘The Editor” via e-mail initially. It is understood that such
features do not carry the endorsement of MMRG unless specified.
AND FINALLY
This Newsletter is produced for and on behalf of Macclesfield Model
Railway Group as part of their ‘constitutional obligation’ to promote and
support the hobby of railway modelling. MMRG, under it’s own rules, is
obliged to pursue ‘educational’ opportunities within the hobby and this
Newsletter is proud to play its part.

copyright please accept our apologies, let us know and we will publish an
appropriate acknowledgement and apology in the next available issue.

No price can be placed on the value of ‘education’, which is why this
Newsletter is, and always will be, free.
—————————————————————

know you’re not going to keep! My all time ‘FAIL’ is to reduce

EDITORIAL

my waistline …… I just know that in 2020 I’m going to be a
repeat offender!

Oh, have we got a treat for you this month! I don’t just mean
the usual articles - they’re here, of course - but you have

Enough of my ramblings! Hope you enjoy this issue and I’ll

some real whacky items and a host of really bad jokes to add

catch up with you again in ‘The Last Word’

to the mix. There’s also our annual ‘Kidz Korner’ special
feature. Here’s hoping you find it a ‘cracker’ of an issue.

It’s Christmas - what did you expect?

And speaking of Christmas - I guess we’ll all soon be
receiving seasonal cards from all and sundry. If you are
anything like me, you’ll probably have at least a couple of
friends/family members who treat this time of year a little less
reverently and send cards that stray some way from the
traditional snow scenes, robins, Christmas trees and angels.
If you do receive any that you find particularly humourous,
please send them in. There will be a feature in the New Year!

As all readers are aware, the Newsletter is regularly
downloaded in many countries besides the UK and these
include USA, Canada, Spain, Portugal, France, Holland,
Germany and Australia. It is occasionally downloaded from
several others, but I suspect this is as a result of our
readership’s travels! In producing this Newsletter, we try hard
to include articles that reflect the broad interest there is in
model railways worldwide and it would be great to hear from
our readers in places far flung from the UK about their model
railway/railroad hobby. Maybe all our readers could put ‘write

© card from www.comedycard.co.uk

something for the Newsletter’ on their New Year resolution
list? If you do, please put it above those resolutions you just

Macclesfield Model Railway Group
through the On30 Group, supports the development of

“MegaPoints Controllers”
for all the latest news, go to:-

"www.megapointscontrollers.com"
wishing you a merry Christmas
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YOU CAN BUILD ANYTHING YOU WANT - YOU
NEED A WRECKER/TOW TRUCK? (part 2)
Paul Atkinson

Kitbashing a Gaz-MM 1:48 Truck into a 1930’s US Ford
AA Tow Truck (Ford AAs were also found in the UK!)

After the primer had a day or two to cure, all parts were given
a rusty basecoat of Tamiya XF9 Hull Red.
Whilst this was drying, I mixed a deep orange from Tamiya
X6 Orange and a splash of Tamiya XF64 Red Brown, with a
dash of Tamiya Base coat to dull the gloss orange. I applied
a lighter shade of this mix first adding a dash of Tamiya FX19
Sea Grey and then I sprayed the full mix to the cab taking
care to leaving the areas to be chipped the lighter colour. I
was hoping to create a faded look around the areas that
would be heavily rusted. At the same time I sprayed Tamiya
XF1 Black to the fenders and cab interior.
After an hour or so and before the paint had gone off the
model was washed with warm water, and half an hour was
This was followed by a rusty orange coat made from an

given to allow the water to penetrate the fresh paint. Gentle

equal amount of Tamiya X6 Orange and XF64 Red Brown

scrubbing with an old brush and a cocktail stick removed the

and was applied with varying coverage to lift the dark base

top coat and revealed the rust below.

coat and add tonal variation.

The cab seats
After the paint had cured for a day or so, a coat of varnish

were sprayed

was applied to seal it. After this had cured, the whole model

Tamiya XF60

was given a couple of coats of hairspray and salt was added

Dark Yellow as

to the top cab surfaces as a mask in preparation of the

an undercoat,

following chipping technique.

the Tamiya
Hull Red was
used for the
leather,
finished by dry
brushing some more of the yellow to represent worn edges.
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Chrome metallic powder was added to the front grill and
slightly buffed to give a worn look to it. It was also added to
the cables to represent where the cable had worn.
Tamiya X11 Chrome Silver was used for the reflectors on the
lamps, and then glazed with clear plastic and fixed with gloss
varnish. I’ve never got the hang of the PVA based glazing
glues, it always seems to add undesirable texture to the
seams so I tend to flood the glazing with Klear (Future) and
this seem to work pretty well as a fixative, though probably
The glazing was added and fixed with gloss varnish and the

not as robust as PVA.

steering wheel was fitted, and then the was cab assembled.

A few rust streaks were added using burnt umber oil paints
added in spots with a cocktail stick, then drawn down in the
direction of gravity using a ‘dry’ brush soaked in white spirit.
It’s very easy to overdo this streaking, and I’ve found that one
or two prominent streaks look better that a lot of smaller
ones.

To finish, a tool box and cable bag where added to the bed,
and the model was slightly dusted with a light sand
weathering powder. No doubt I could find more to add, for
example there’s a jerry can or two that would add a splash of
interest and I’d like to add some clutter to the cab in keeping
with it’s abused and unkempt history but considering I’ve a
few more of these to build, I can leave it alone (for now).

The model was treated liberally to Black or Brown Tamiya
Panel Liner; the brown was used on the orange cab and the
black to bring out the details of the hoist. This also unified the
model tonally, and brought the paint and the rust together.
With the main painting done, the details were added next.

5

Whilst the finish admittedly looks impressive, I think the
techniques are simple enough and added to the fact that I’m
trying to portray a beaten-up truck where quite a few of the
effects came out as happy accidents, you can get away with
all sorts of mistakes with this sort of subject. The hardest part
is knowing when to stop.

No prizes for
guessing the brand
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of kitchen roll! - Ed

For those of you who haven’t been before, please

THE ANNUAL POST CHRISTMAS ‘MEGA NOSH’

make note of the advice I didn’t need to give to those
that have!

At £22.00 this meal, on the face of it, may seem a tad
pricey but it does include a well earned tip for the staff
who serve us so well!

Excellent beers and wines, great company and a meal
fit for a king … what’s not to like about it?

To book, simply send an e-mail to the Newsletter with
your menu choices and your booking will be confirmed
as soon as possible. However, priority will be given to
those who were disappointed last time ……. there are
just 16 places available on a first come, first served (no
pun intended!) basis …… so don’t delay!

This is open to all MMRG members and Newsletter
readers but demand is always higher than available
places so book early to secure your seat.
To book your seat, simply ‘click’ this link to e-mail to the
Newsletter.

“MMRG-NewsLetter@hotmail.com"
WHEN?

19.30 FOR 20.00 HRS

Please put ‘MEGA NOSH’ in the ‘subject’ box and then

FRIDAY 24th JANUARY 2019

your name and menu choices in the e-mail. I will
confirm your seat at the table and your menu choices

WHERE?

‘THE DOLPHIN’

within a couple of days.

WINDMILL ST, MACCLESFIELD, SK11 7HS
Looking forward to seeing you at this ‘belt buster’ of a
HOW MUCH?

£22.00 (including all gratuities)

do!

RATING?

MMRG Newsletter readers recommend:“NARROW GAUGE MODELING COMPANY”

Another year, another ‘Mega Nosh’ courtesy of our hostess,

Hubbardston

Bev, at MMRG’s favourite ‘watering hole’.

MA, USA
(1) 978 928 5128

For those of you who have already sampled the mega-

specialising in On18, On2, On3 and On30

portions of home cooked fare that Bev provides, I don’t need
to remind you that you should not eat anything for at least 8

‘narrowgaugemodeling.com'

hours before this meal (!), you should have at least two spare

and Facebook at ‘Narrow Gauge Modeling

notches on your belt and you should, in no way, think you can

Company’

count this as part of a calorie controlled diet!
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BREAKING NEWS … for CARAVANNERS (2020)

CARAVANS DELIVERED DIRECT TO NEW, EXCLUSIVE
BEACH RESORT

©
NEW ‘PARK AND TOUR’ RAIL SERVICE OPENS FOR
CARAVANNERS WITH A SIMPLE “HOOK UP AND RIDE
THE NEXT PASSING TRAIN” SYSTEM.

EARLY BOOKING RECOMMENDED TO AVOID
DISAPPOINTMENT IN HIGH SEASON.

LOW SEASON SUGGESTED FOR A QUIET ‘GET AWAY’

CAMPERS NOT FORGOTTEN.
NEW RAIL LINKS OPENED FOR
2020.

© alamy stock photo -
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www.alamy.com

THE WELSH HIGHLAND RAILWAY

town before passing over the standard gauge Cambrian

Dominic Emery

Coast line on the level and ran parallel with the Welsh
Highland Heritage Railway (WHHR) for about a third of a

Our trip on the WHR was on the last day of our stay in

mile. There is a connection between these two lines but it is

Porthmadog and I had picked it because there were three

not usually in use. The next four and a half miles didn't tax

return trains in each direction which meant that we could

the engine with its ten coaches at all as we were on the level

spend more time in Caernarfon, going out on the first and

passing through the reclaimed Afon (river) Glaslyn estuary.

returning on the last train. The carriages were already
standing in the joint WHR/FR platform and we waited to film

Two and a half miles into the journey we came to the Halt

the ex.South African Railways (SAR) Beyer Peacock Class

Pont Croesor with its passing loop before we crossed the

NGG 16 2-6-2+2-6-2 Beyer-Garratt No.138 built in 1958. It is

river itself. Just before reaching four miles out the train takes
a 90 degree left turn that takes us towards the narrow valley
and we start a steep climb with gradients up to 1:50 for the
next six miles to Pitt's Head and the summit of the line at
648ft above sea level. Before doing that we pass Nantmor
Halt and go through the Aberglaslyn Tunnels and stop at
Beddgelert Station. Beddgelert has a passing loop and water
tower with its water crane on the platform from where our
engine had its tank filled. It was here that a coach party
disembarked and left for the car park and their bus. I later felt
quite sorry for them as we came to the most scenic part of
the journey.

the largest 2ft gauge steam engine class in the world and is
We took on some new passengers and continued on through

one of the two Beyer-Garratt's in service at this time. It is

a large 'S' bend to enable the train to gain height in the

based at Boston Lodge overnight and the other in the engine

Beddgelert forest and again two miles further on after passing

shed at Dinas. Just as our train was leaving at 09:40 the

the Meillionen Halt (Forest Campsite) where more people

Double Fairlie for the Ffestiniog train arrived. The Bo-Bo

joined the train, to reach the summit of the line. Some of the
gradients are as stiff as 1:40 and the Garratt has to work a lot
harder. We were in the tenth carriage which was an original
restored WHR one with drop down windows super to film
direct out of most of the other coaches having windows with
just droplights.

We start our descent on a straight stretch of track that runs
parallel with the A4085, passing the Llyn-y-Gader and pulled

diesel “Vale of Ffestiniog“ had been shunting the carriages on
the Ffestiniog side of the station. Built and used in South
Africa, it was purchased in 1993 and rebuilt to the FR loading
gauge and with two cabs.

Leaving the station our train crossed the Britannia Bridge on
a tramway track before passing along the east side of the

9

into the loop at Rhyd Ddu station and waited for the first train

the coast. After leaving the Snowdonia National Park we

from Caenarfon to arrive. Here there are two sidings, one of

reached the station at Waunfawr and its nearby village. Here

which goes under the water tower. There was a large bright

there is yet another passing loop and a very recently built

yellow tamping machine parked up here on the second

station building based on the original from 1877 and using

siding.

original stones in its construction. It was opened on the same
day as the the new station in Caernarfon. Our engine took on
water at the tank.

The journey is not a hurried one, being a peaceful meander
through the North Wales countryside. From here the road
takes the direct route to Caernarfon and we follow the river
valley on a more circular route. On reaching the halt at Teyfan
Junction where The Slate Trail goes off to Bryngwyn Slate
Quarry. The gradients now start to get much steeper, in
excess of 1:50, as we have to drop down for the next two
miles to reach the old connection at Dinas. Our route rounds
a large right hand curve to skirt the village and join the
trackbed of the old standard gauge Afon Wen Branch. We
Passengers have time to get off the train and stretch their
legs before the other train arrives and of course film it as it
arrives and pulled up to the tower to take on some more
water.

On leaving this station we took a curvy route passing old

passed the two
road engine
shed on our
right with ‘Bill',
the shed
shunter,
standing
quarry tips on our right which we didn't notice as we were too

outside on the

busy taking the view of the Llyn Cwellyn in the opened out

headshunt

valley of the Afon Gwyrfai and the most scenic part of the

before passing

journey. Passing Snowdon Ranger Halt during our trip along

under a bridge

the lakeside we continued on for another mile next to the lake

and entering the station taking the right hand loop. Dinas Halt

before we had to squeeze into a narrow pass with road and

is the main operating point for the WHR and our engine

river and the Plas y Nant Halt as we slowly dropped down to

pulled up into the platform from where its tender was filled
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with coal brought over from the stockpile by a tractor with

building. Walking through it we took time to have a good look

shovel attachment. As you can imagine this stop took quite a

around the shop before heading for the Castle on the other

little longer! The old goods shed from standard gauge times

side of the roundabout. A visit to the Castle was one of the

is used by the railway and the station building with its waiting

reasons to make the trip interesting for my better half!

rooms have been preserved. In the station forecourt is a De
Winton Foundry ‘coffee-pot' vertical boiled narrow gauge

On returning to the station we were just in time for me to take

locomotive on display. There are various sidings with a

a photo of our engine for the trip back. it was No.143, the final

collection of exSAR wagons standing in them, mostly bogie
coal gondolas, and on one siding in front of the long carriage
shed is a steam engine awaiting a lot of TLC!

We are now on the original route north into Caernarfon,
passing Bontnewydd Halt on the way, travelling through the
pleasant countryside. Caernarfon Castle can be viewed
between the trees as we approach the new station. The line
runs parallel with the A487 before running into the loop at the

Beyer-Garratt built by Beyer Peacock in 1958, which had
been repainted in green after a major overhaul in 2011. I
rushed to the back of the train to my armchair seat in the

covered platform with a water tower resting up against the
high retaining wall on our right on the other loop.

2009 built Pullman Observation Car ‘Glaslyn'. Yes, I had
bought the extra 1st class tickets for the trip back. Again it
gave good views looking back out of the train but was almost
useless to film out of!

We left on time but our engine was having problems and we
stopped a couple of times to get up enough steam to carry
on. We eventually stopped in the middle of nowhere between
After disembarking the train, we walked towards the new
three million pound, state of the art, 'Gateway' station

Snowdon Ranger Halt and Rhyd Ddu from where our guard
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walked back down the line to try and get a signal for her

mobile. After a long wait the other Garratt was seen slowly

We arrived back at Harbour Station two and a quarter hours

making its way towards us and after the crews had spoken

late. It was an interesting experience to have been pulled by

with each other the engines were coupled together and we

double headed Garratts even if it was not for any great
distance. The rescue engine had to pull hard to get us up the
hill and we could hear it charging the hill from the back end of
the train. I had planned the whole day for the trip and I can
recommend it for a great day out with a steam hauled train
with the plus of a visit to an historical town and castle thrown
in for good measure. If you travel from Porthmadog the best
views are definitely on the left hand side.

The next day we drove down the coast to Aberystwyth
stopping off at Harlech Castle which I had always wanted to
visit having passed it on a train over forty-five years ago. We
also stopped off at the Fairbourne Railway. Again teenage
memories …… but everything had changed including the
started off attacking the curves and gradients up to Rhyd Ddu

gauge and it rained during the trip! We carried on down the

where before the loop the leading loco uncoupled and went

coast for the next part of our adventure.

forward to its own train and refilled its tank. We then followed
into our own and pulled up so that our engine could fill its own

Dominic will be continuing his tour of these ‘Great Little

tank with its saftey valves blowing off. The train had lost so

Trains’ of North Wales in coming issues - Ed

much time that a road coach had been ordered to take
passengers back to Porthmadog for those that had to get
back as quickly as possible. In fact the train left before the

MMRG Newsletter readers recommend :-

coach but we were soon overtaken and continued on our

“TRIDENT TRAINS”

slow meandering journey down to the coast, stopping off at

Unit 10, The Craft Arcade, Dagfields Craft Centre,
Crewe Road, Walgherton, Nantwich, Cheshire,

the Halts on the way for the passengers that had to get off at
them.

CW5 7LG
01270 842400

Of course we waved them off as we were all in the same
boat……..or should I say on the same train!

www.tridenttrains.co.uk

MMRG Newsletter readers recommend :“THE MODEL CENTRE”
Hill Farm, Beck Hole, Whitby, North Yorkshire,
YO22 5LF
01947 899125
“www.themodelcentre.com"
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SANTA IS A RAIL FAN - PROOF!

……. AND TO THE WATERFORD AND SUIR VALLEY
RAILWAY, IRELAND

SANTA RIDES THE FFESTINIOG IN NORTH WALES, UK…

…..RIDES SUBURBAN TRAINS ON THE QUEENSLAND
NETWORK, AUSTRALIA
….. THE EPPING ONGAR RAILWAY, ESSEX, UK

……AND THE UNDERGROUND IN BERLIN, GERMANY.

SANTA TAKES THE WHOLE FAMILY TO ROCHESTER
HE REALLY IS A TRULY INTERNATIONAL RAILFAN ……

AND GENESEE VALLEY RAILROAD MUSEUM, USA

but, is it really him, or them, or ………? See page 22!
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YOU CAN BUILD ANYTHING YOU WANT - NEW

Lima models were notoriously inaccurate, overscale or just

WAGONS FOR OLD!

foreign but they ran beautifully and had proper couplings (not
the garbage you see stuck into NEM pockets nowadays).

Phil Mason

Before the current 'Cargowaggon' based vehicles that have

Whilst planning the roster for a proposed Settle-Carlisle

been in use for the last ten years or so, there existed a

layout, it became apparent that I was missing a key item:

sizeable fleet of four wheeled OTA wagons converted from

logs.

various air braked donors including OCAs, VDAs etc.
Research in my numerous wagon books showed these to
take such a variety of forms that a freelance approach could
make a plausible representation (rivet counters may now
move on to the next article!).

The first job was to chop up the Lima chassis into four bits.
Pieces of plasticard were then addd to lengthen the vehicle to
match that of a Bachmann OBA. I then cut a floor of 40 thou

Well, not logs as such (more of that later), but a log train; the
one that typically runs from Carlisle to the board factory at
Chirk.

The N Gauge Society offer a very nice kit at a reasonable
£20 a piece but my budget for the project was beginning to
run out and with Christmas approaching I declined to order a
train of them. Enter stage left: 'Operation Scrapbox'.

I had thought of trying to use bogies and underframes from
plasticard a couple of millimetres shorter to allow for the ends

old coaches but the scrap box revealed this pile of old Lima

(also of 40 thou). The thick end ribs were made from 40x40

wagon chassis from the 1960s.

thou and the thinner ones were 20x30.
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Now I needed a load. And what looks more like logs than …

.

Q

erm …logs? Or twigs! Anyway, this is n scale after all. A quick

When he travels by train, what kind of shoes does
Santa wear?

search round the garden showed silver birch to be the most
promising with enough thin straight bits to cut into 'logs'.

A

Platforms!

At this point I had a problem. The real wagon has stanchions
made of steel, but what was I to do? Make them out of brass?
Certainly plasticard seemed ineffective but, then, I hit on the
idea of adding the stanchions afterwards! I made a former of
balsa, stuck a layer of silver birch 'logs' around it and then
glued the stanchions to the logs.
The wagon was now beginning to look 'something like' and is

A robber breaks into a house while the residents are away
one dark night. Eager to see what he can loot, he quickly
seen above waiting for the paint shop in the wagon works.

starts searching through cupboards and dressers, grabbing

And here it is after a quick dash of Railfreight red and grey

valuables with a trained eye. Suddenly, he hears a voice
come out of nowhere. “Jesus is watching you.” The criminal
jumps, scared the residents are back, and freezes. After a
few minutes of silence however, he assumes it was his
imagination, and goes back to robbing. A couple minutes
pass before, once again, the voice returns. “Jesus is
watching you.” Quite confused, the thief searches the house
and checks the front door, but nothing pops out as unusual.
He finally decides to move rooms and finds a parrot, but
ignores it. Before he can begin to do anything, someone
speaks again, “Jesus is watching you.” The robber realized
it was the parrot talking! Going to the parrot, he asks it, “Are
you the one who’s been talking to me?” The parrot
responds, “Yes.” The thief couldn’t believe it. So, he asks

livery and it just requires a brake lever and replacement

another question. “What is your name?” “Ismael.” the parrot

buffer before entering service.

replies. The man scoffed. “What type of idiot names a parrot
Ismael?” The parrot speaks yet again, “The same type of

Scrap box modelling ….. I love it!

idiot that names a Rottweiler Jesus.”
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KIDZ KORNER
Can you solve the
riddle?

I have seats but I’m not a
living room
I have an engine but I’m not
a car
I’m a mode of transport but
I’m not an airplane
I’m sometimes a bullet but
I’m not fired out of a gun
I can be found in a subway
but I’m not a sandwich!

What am I ?

try the train maze

16

Time to find those crayons or felt pens!
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OH,NO! HOW COULD THIS HAPPEN?
A boy is hit by a train moving
at full speed along the tracks
yet he survives with no
injuries. Instead the train is
derailed. How could this
possibly happen this?

What has hands but doesn’t
clap?

If a red station is made of red
bricks and a yellow engine
shed is made of yellow bricks,
what is a green house made of?

If two’s company and three’s a
crowd, what’s four and five?

What has to be broken before you

CAN YOU SPOT THE 12 DIFFERENCES IN THESE
TWO PICTURES?

can use it?
All answers on the next page

What is so fragile that just by
saying its name breaks it?

What begins with an ‘e’ but only has
one letter?
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T’INTERWEB TRAWLING

https://www.youtube.com/watch?

with contributions from Pat Honey

v=zlt_ayBEZZU&feature=youtu.be

With the growing interest in 009 and 7mm narrow gauge it’s

There’s plenty of snow plough action in the video clips that

good to be able provide links that show some unusual

follow this particular one with several showing snow ploughs

prototype practice. Pat’s been doing a bit of trawling again

working in Minnesota. Their ploughs are very different from

and has found this useful video clip on YouTube …….

our own.

https://youtu.be/bhNWLY5N8Uc

If it’s trains, trains, trains that you are interested in, then

If you watch the clip, it’s worth noting the flowers attached to

follow this link for ‘Railtalk’ magazine……..

the last wagon of the train and, no, the driver is not collecting
https://www.railtalk.info

posies for his better half. They are there so that he can see,
at a glance, if all of his train is following along behind him!

…….. and, just like this Newsletter, it’s FREE! You can

That’s what you call ‘thinking outside the box’.

subscribe and it is delivered direct to your e-mail in tray.
You can also sign up as a member for extra benefits.

There are several video clips that follow on from this one that
are well worth watching, too, though all of them seem to have
narration in a variety of languages. This matters little ……. it’s

Thanks for these, Pat. The last one is especially good and

the trains we’re interested in!

every issue is packed with a huge number of photos. It is
great resource material - Ed

Speaking of trains, Pat has also sent a link for some snow
If you’ve found any useful links, please send them in - Ed

plough action ……..

KIDZ KORNER - ANSWERS

SPOT
SPOT
THETHE
DIFFERENCE
DIFFERENCE - ANSWERS1 The
vintage street light has been switch on.
1 The street light has been turned on

SOLVE THE RIDDLE - A TRAIN
HOW COULD THIS HAPPEN? - IT’S A TOY TRAIN!
WHAT CAN’T CLAP? - A CLOCK
GREEN HOUSE? - IT’S MADE OF GLASS!

2 Red Bertie - the school bus window has vanished.
3 The Christmas holly wreath has gone.
4 The flying kipper fish has been removed.
5 The winter snow covered stone post has gone.

WHAT’S FOUR AND FIVE? - 9!

6 The stone on the road bridge has changed colour.

BROKEN BEFORE USE? - AN EGG

7 The reindeer has moved position.

EASILY BROKEN - SILENCE

8 The snow eagle is in a diﬀerent place.

ONLY ONE LETTER - AN ENVELOPE

9 Frosty the snowman’s hat is a purple colour.
10 The child’s umbrella has a new colour.

HOPE YOU ENJOYED THE PUZZLES

11 The old fashioned street light has been removed.
12 The robin has gone to the other side of the bridge.

My boss yelled at me the other day, “You’ve got to be the
A friend of mine got to the final of the local model railway
competition………………. He lost on points.

worst train driver in history. How many trains did you derail
last year?”

and I went to a railway fancy dress party last night ……..…
everyone was wearing platforms.
I said, “Can’t say for sure………. it’s so hard to keep track!”
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WHAT’S ON MY WORKBENCH?
Phil Mason

I suppose if I'd asked "What's On My Bench?", an appropriate
acronym would be WOMB!

Anyway here's another poser.

No, they are not Japanese ceremonial swords, but 'N' gauge
platforms! Sundeala gives just the right height (3ft) if you use
2mm of track underlay and is easy to cut and shape giving

…….. And nor’s this one!

the required curve.

Another useful tip. Thanks Phil. Sundeala board is readily
available from a variety of sources including B&Q, Travis
Perkins, etc, but is not recommended for baseboards despite what it might say in the Railway Modeller!- Ed
MMRG Newsletter readers recommend :“S.M.T.F.” (model shop)
Brookside Garden Centre, London Road
North, Poynton, Cheshire, SK12 1BY
01625 850427

MMRG Newsletter readers recommend:ABC Model Railways
‘Always on the right track’
tel:e-mail:web:-

07813 031152

abcmodelrailways@yahoo.co.uk
‘www.abcmodelrailways.com'
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An American, a Cuban, a Russian, and a lawyer are sitting

Q

Why was the train late?

A

It kept getting side tracked.

on a subway train on the same bench seat. The Cuban pulls
out a Cuban cigar for each person, and hands them out. The
Cuban takes one puff of his cigar then throws it out of the

Sign on station platform -

window. Everybody but the Cuban goes mad. ¨You just
wasted an expensive Cuban cigar! How could you?¨ The

“look for exit signs on your way out”

Cuban simply says, ¨See, in Cuba, cigars are very cheap.¨
The other passengers are reassured and respond with, ¨Oh,
A friend of mine always wanted to be run over by a steam

OK.¨

train. When it happened, he was chuffed to bits!
The Russian takes out a small bottle of Russian vodka and
pours a shot for all the passengers. The Russian downs his
I bought a train ticket and the driver said 'Eurostar?' I said

shot and throws the vodka bottle out the window. The rest of

'Well, I've been on telly but I'm no Dean Martin.' Still, at least

the passengers are alarmed, once again. ¨You just destroyed

it's comfortable on Eurostar - it's murder on the Orient

an expensive bottle of Russian vodka! How could you?¨ The

Express.

Russian simply states, ¨See, in Russia, vodka is very cheap.¨
Yet again, the other passengers are reassured and respond
with, ¨Ah, yes! Of course.¨

Correspondence between a customer and the Irish
Railway Company.

The American scratches his head and says, ¨I think I see the
pattern here.¨ So he takes the lawyer and he throws him out

Gentlemen,
I have been riding your trains daily for the last two years, and
the service on your line seems to be getting worse every day.
I am tired of standing in the aisle all the time on a 14-mile
trip. I think the transportation system is worse than that
enjoyed by people 2,000 years ago.

the window!¨

The first trains were often derailed……….. They had a bad
track record!

Yours truly,
Patrick Finnegan
-------------------------------Dear Mr. Finnegan,
We received your letter with reference to the shortcomings of
our service and believe you are somewhat confused in your
history. The only mode of transportation 2,000 years ago was
by foot.

It’s an age thing ……

A lady from the city and her traveling companion were riding
the train through Cheshire when she noticed some cows.

Sincerely,
Irish Railway Company
----------------------------------Gentlemen,
I am in receipt of your letter, and I think you are the ones
who are confused in your history. If you will refer to the Bible
and the Book of David, 9th Chapter, you will find that Balaam
rode to town on his ass.
That, Gentlemen, is something I have not been able to do on
your train in the last two years!

“What a lovely bunch of cows!” she remarked. “Not a bunch,
herd”, her friend replied. “Heard of what?” “Herd of cows.”
“Of course I’ve heard of cows.” “No, a cow herd.” “What do I
care what a cow heard. I have no secrets to keep from a
cow!”

Q

What happened to the man that took the train
Yours truly,
Patrick Finnegan.

home?

A

He had to give it back!
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DOES SANTA REALLY EXIST?

because they are connected to it ……. no ‘magic’ reindeer

Mike Hebblethwaite

(sorry)!

That is a question I have been asked many, many times by

Santa’s TARDIS is so precise that he can move around in the

my own children and grandchildren and by a host of other

time continuum and give the appearance of being in

members of the younger generation over the years. To be

hundreds of thousands of different places at exactly the same

honest, I was never really happy with the answers I gave

time. Of course, all this apparent activity takes place at close

which tended to favour the, “Yes, he does, but he’s also

to the speed of light which also goes some way toward

magic. He can be in many different places at the same time”

explaining why Santa, seemingly, doesn’t age.

kind of reasoning. How else could you explain that, for
example, he can deposit presents in 35,000,000 households

I tried out this theory on a couple of computer savvy 6 year

in the UK alone on the stroke of midnight on Christmas Eve?

olds who were almost sold on this idea until one of them

Even I wasn’t convinced by that explanation, especially when

asked, “If Santa is so clever and he can control the time he

the follow up question is always, “Are his reindeer magic,

exists in why, even when he does his Christmas thing on a

too?”

Virgin train, does the train run late?” There are some
questions you simply can’t answer ….. with, or without, the
involvement of Santa!

A fat guy dressed in red who can fit
down chimneys and possesses

MULTIPLE REALITIES AND PARALLEL UNIVERSES

magical powers is a concept
accepted only by the
most gullible. Most

This one’s perhaps a little more difficult to grasp than the ‘Dr

dwellings these days

Who dressed in red’ theory.

don’t even have
chimneys, they

There is the postulation that our universe exists in an

have central heating

infinite number of parallel realities (got that?). In other

boiler vents and his

words, in the time and space occupied by our world there are

magical powers must be

an unlimited number of parallel worlds. Each have similar, but

no less than awesome

alternative, realities to our own world. This goes some way

to negotiate those! Add

toward explaining spooky things like ‘ghost trains’ appearing,

to that a team of ‘magic’

seemingly, from nowhere. These trains exist in their own

reindeer and we really are

reality but have moved slightly ‘off frequency’ so that they are

moving into a world of fantasy!

partially visible in our ‘reality’. This gives them their ‘spooky’
quality. Ghosts, as another example, are real people in their

However, there are theories (as yet unproven) that Santa

own reality where there may not be a wall but, because they

exists in many dimensions …… and, no, I don’t mean height,

are slightly ‘off frequency’, they appear to walk through walls

girth or any of those ‘earthly’ dimensions! Perhaps a closer

that exist in ours. You still with me?

look at these theories would be in order ……..
Imagine, if you like, that you are listening to Radio Two but,
because ‘atmospherics’ have distorted the signal, you can

SANTA IS A ‘TIME LORD’ AND HIS SLEIGH IS A TARDIS

also faintly hear Radio 1 in the background.
Santa’s TARDIS (Time And Relative Dimensions In Space)
is, in fact, his sleigh and the ‘presents’ heaped on the back of

What if there are an infinite number of Santas in this infinite

it are no more than a cleverly disguised time travelling

number of realities? And what if they could all communicate

machine. The reindeer travel through time and space simply

with each other to become a co-ordinated force? What if they
could control which reality they appear in? If that is the case,
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then every Santa could each be tasked to deliver presents to

zone alone”. “ How come he never looks any older?” “ How

a single home at the appropriate

long do reindeer live?” “Why doesn’t he unfreeze Virgin

time.

trains?”

Unlike the ‘Time Lord Theory’

CONCLUSION

where one Santa could be in
multiple places at the same time (I

There seems to be one common factor that shoots down all

agree, that’s a bit far fetched) we

of these theories.

now have the scenario that millions
of different Santas are allotted a

Virgin Trains!

delivery address and make their journeys through a miriad
parallel universes much like ghost trains do……and Amazon

If the theories were correct, Virgin Trains would only

seems to.

experience disruptions to their services at Christmas. They
seem to experience them all year round.

I quite like this theory, but I do have one problem with it.
Apparently my Santa comes from an alternative reality that

Ergo, none of the theories can be true!

has not a single model shop! Never has had. His reality
seems to consist exclusively of M&S stores stocked only with

Now, kids.

socks, handkerchiefs and ‘Y’ front underwear!
About these magic reindeer ………………….
Then there is the very real problem that shifts between one
reality and another have to be balanced by a shift in the
opposite direction. Virgin trains seem to be particularly
susceptible to this phenomenum as they are apt to disappear
from schedules, have inexplicable delays or have, seemingly,
random failures.

There is one more theory to consider ……….

TIME SUSPENSION

Santa can control time!

All he does is ‘freeze’ time
world wide whilst he makes
his deliveries. He can adjust this
frozen state to suit different time zones (i.e.
move forward an hour) as he moves
around the world and this explains why
NORAD, for example, can track him.

Back to those bloody 6 year olds!

“It must take him hundreds of years, in real
p.s. You can substitute Virgin Trains

time, just to make his deliveries in one time
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with any company you wish - Ed

THE LAST WORD

MMRG Newsletter readers recommend :“WALTONS of ALTRINCHAM”

I know it’s only the beginning of December and we’ve a little way

30, Stamford St, Altrincham, WA14 1EY

to go yet before it’s actually Christmas, but here’s hoping that this

0161 928 5940

issue begins to stir some festive cheer for you.

“www.WaltonsModels.co.uk”
We seem to have had another busy year at the Club with some
changes having been made to create a bit more space for

BLAST FROM THE PAST - this feature will return in the

projects and more changes are being planned. If you’ve any ideas

January issue

about what you’d like to see as new features in the Clubroom,
please come down and let us know!

CLUB CONTACTS AND WEB ADDRESSES
Newsletter:-

The major event of the year, of course, was another very
successful Annual Exhibition and we’re hoping next year’s show
will be even better (14th & 15th March).

e-mail
telephone

“MMRG-NewsLetter@hotmail.com"
07761 122126

Purgatory Peak has been out and about a bit with visits to shows
in Pontefract, Dortmund, York and Newcastle. Wolfe Lowe has

Macclesfield Model Railway Group:-

also had a few visits, too, including Folkestone and Wakefield
amongst others. Andy Clayton and the ‘Queen Street Kids’ have
been kept pretty busy with demos at the likes of Wigan.

web site

‘www.macclesfieldmrg.org.uk'

e-mail

‘macclesfieldmodelrailwaygroup@gmail.com'

telephone

07796 457978

All in all, it’s been a good year for keeping MMRG ‘on the map’.
07761 122126

As for the Newsletter? I seem to be busier than ever with it, or is it
just me slowing down? Whatever. We’ve had an incredible variety

Twitter

www.twitter.com/@MacclesfieldMRG

Facebook

www.facebook.com/macclesfieldmrg

of articles this year and their quality has been of the highest
standard - I cannot thank all the contributors enough for the care

If you would like to contact the Newsletter or Macclesfield Model
Railway Group for any reason, simply ‘click’ on the appropriate red

and time they have taken to produce these articles or for their

link above.

generosity in sharing them with you. Without our contributors

Don’t forget ……… your Committee members are:-

there would be no Newsletter!

Chairman

Shaun Horrocks

Vice Chairman

Mike Hebblethwaite

Treasurer

Ian Sheldon

from the many web sites it is published on. Without you there

Secretary

Tom McDonough

would be little point in producing a Newsletter! Thank you.

Member reps

Equally, of course, I have to thank all our readers for your interest,
support and occasional kind comments. It matters little, in this
regard, whether the Newsletter is downloaded via subscription or

Colin Moores
Tony Hallatt

All that remains for me to do now is wish each and every one of

Steve Nixon

you
Gerry Ogden
Andy Clayton
Alan Ashton
Newsletter Editor
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Mike Hebblethwaite

