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refused but, at the very least, an acknowledgement would be expected in
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This Newsletter relies for its content on material supplied by its readers and

COMMERCIAL ADVERTISING

no-one else. It does not ‘pick up’ on articles in other publications, it does not
syndicate and it tries to reflect no-one’s views and opinions other than those
of its readers. You can help to maintain that integrity by ‘keeping in touch’ ….
let us know what you think, what you are doing with your hobby. If you have
any ideas about how this Newsletter could be improved, what you like or
don’t like about it, then please contact the Newsletter either through “Over to

Our policy, at present, is that this publication will carry no commercial
advertising. It is a Newsletter! However, should you wish to place an
“advertising article” concerning a new product, an up-grade to an existing
product or a more general “of benefit/interest to railway modellers” article,
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“MMRG-NewsLetter@hotmail.com”
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copyright please accept our apologies, let us know and we will publish an
appropriate acknowledgement and apology in the next available issue.

This Newsletter is produced for and on behalf of Macclesfield Model
Railway Group as part of their ‘constitutional obligation’ to promote and
support the hobby of railway modelling. MMRG, under it’s own rules, is
obliged to pursue ‘educational’ opportunities within the hobby and this
Newsletter is proud to play its part.
No price can be placed on the value of ‘education’, which is why this
Newsletter is, and always will be, free.
—————————————————————

EDITORIAL

The usual team will be involved - Shaun Horrocks, Neil

That’s it! Show over for another year and, despite all our nail

Fraser and myself - and we’ll be ‘welcoming aboard’ Eric

biting before the doors opened, what a successful show it

Johns (all the way from Ayr!), Steve Roberts (if he can bear

turned out to be. You will find a full report on page 4. If you

to be parted from those Wigan pies) and Udo Pfannkuche

didn’t manage to attend, you missed a real treat with some

(Wuppertal).

truly great layouts …… We’re already well into planning next
year’s show and all the signs are that it will be every bit as

It’s a first time involvement for Udo as part of the ‘PP’ team

good, if not better. Make a note in your diaries! March 14th

and we are very grateful for his support, friendship ……. and

and 15th 2020. Same venue and, of course, that big red bus

the fact that he can speak German!!

to get you to and from the show.
No sooner will the 0n30 Group land back in dear old Blighty
What have we got within these pages for you this month?

than we are off to York for the Easter weekend with ‘PP’!

We’ve got “can do” articles from Udo Pfannkuche (sliding

Gluttons for punishment!

doors that slide!), club member Paul Atkinson (how he made
the railings and fittings for a pair of oil storage tanks) and

Needless to say, both outings will be reported in May’s issue

Phil Mason provides us with his own take on “can do”, this

of the Newsletter.

time with a signal box in 7mm scale. We’ve also got a “can
visit” from Pat Honey. Check out the dates on page 13 and

Of course, you could always come along to either show and

pay a visit to the ‘big stuff’. It’s well worth your while.

very pleased ‘the Team’ would be to see you. I know that
Dortmund is not exactly ‘next door’ but, as those of you who

We’ve also got a reminder for members that the A.G.M.

read the report of our visit to the show last year will know, it

takes place on April 12th. Even if you are not a member, your

is a huge exhibition (covering 9 or 10 halls) and is a must

input would be much appreciated. Please see page 16 for

see if you are ever in that part of Germany. Every

details.

conceivable form of modelling is represented and the
emphasis is on ‘excellence’.

For those of us in the 0n30 Group there lie some busy times
ahead! ‘Purgatory Peak’ is on its travels again, this time to

Time to put this Newsletter ‘to bed’ and get on with my

the ‘Intermodellbau’ in Dortmund, Germany. We’re setting off

packing! I might even give ‘Bertha’ a wash in preparation for

for the four day show (it is HUGE!) on April 2nd and, all being

her journey. I only, usually, have a clean car on two

well, returning on the 9th. It’s a four day show (4-7 inc) and

occasions …. immediately after it leaves the garage

we’ve been promised a visit (and helping hand) from two

forecourt when I buy it, or when it is up for sale!

Club members who are travelling to Dortmund to see the
Enjoy the read.

show.

Macclesfield Model Railway Group
through the On30 Group, supports the development of

“MegaPoints Controllers”
for all the latest news, go to:-

"www.megapointscontrollers.com"
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2019 EXHIBITION - FULL REPORT

I really didn’t quite know what to make of it! Everyone

Mike Hebblethwaite

involved in putting the exhibition together was well aware
“Sod’s Law” (If it can go wrong, it will) could kick in at any

On the morning that the show opened, I received the

time and my fingers were already bitten to the quick! Still, he

following e-mail ……..

had wished us ‘good luck’ and, as it turned out, it proved to
be a record beating show in several respects.

Mike,
Though not in itself a record, attendances were up on last
For 15 years I was The Membership Sec and for 2 years the

year’s show (we didn’t clash with Mothers’ Day!), the ‘Big

Hon Sec of the Gauge O Guild and along with Doug

Red Bus’, such an iconic vehicle, was hugely successful and

Moorcroft, our Exhibition Officer, we put on an annual 2 day
show each year at large venues around the Country, mainly
in large leisure Centres and they became known as the
Gauge O Guild Conventions which now take place at the
Telford Exhibition Centre each year.

Venues were booked for Friday for access and setting up
and Saturday and Sunday were show days.

In 1983 - forward planning for the 1984 event started and the
Town Hall at Southall, West London was booked, traders and
all other infrastructure were booked, with no great problems
foreseen. As I was then living in Slough it fell on me to

carried more passengers than last year (a new record!) and

negotiate with Southall Council and all seem well !

the Club’s second hand stall continued to amaze with
another new record that surpassed last year’s total by 45%!!

However, who could have ever guessed that on the Friday

The stall has consistently broken its own record sales every

(set up day) the Indian Prime Minister, Indira Gandhi, would

year for the past 6 years!

be assassinated?
So, why was the stall so successful? Quite simply it is down
Southall was then, and still is, the home of Hindus in the U.K.

to the many individuals who donated a considerable amount

Slough, however, has a large Sikh community and there was

of ‘stock’ to the Club which was of both high quality and of

always friction between these 2 communities.

relatively high value. I guess we are also getting to know our
‘customer patterns’ better and are now able to tailor different

On the Friday evening the Police put a ring of steel around

‘stock’ for sale on Saturday (more enthusiasts and railway

Southall and sealed off the town for the weekend until

modellers) and Sunday (more family oriented with a much

matters had settled down.

higher number of children looking for ‘pocket money’ items).
Over the past 6 years (which amounts to only 12 days of

Luckily we were insured with regard to venue costs, etc, but

‘trading’!) we seem to have been on one Hell of a learning

it just shows that the maxim of - PLAN FOR THE IDIOT and

curve! Makes you wonder why so many High Street retailers

‘expect the un-expected’ are good guidelines for prospective

are getting it so wrong.

show organisers.
Of course, the stall has changed considerably over the past
Happy days! ………. and all the best for your show.

few years. We now receive a much greater quantity of
donated items than ever before but we still have an important

Pat (Honey)

4

core support from members and friends of the Club who use

the stall to sell their surplus items on a commission basis.

popular and received many compliments for its back scene

They continue to be the ‘bedrock’ on which we can build.

(designed and painted by Steve Nixon) and the impressive

As mentioned above, the vintage bus service has proven
itself to be so popular that it is difficult to see how future

oil storage tanks in the foreground (built by Paul Atkinson see page 14). The layout was won by ………Mmmmm, that’s
another story (see page 17).

The basic layout was originally donated to the Club by Paul
and was further developed by himself and Steve (with some
input by other Club members) to become our 4th £1 layout
and yet another success story.

How could we not mention another, and very popular, regular

How could we ‘turn our back’ on what has become such a popular feature
of the show?

feature of our show? Our younger visitors would be hugely

shows could not include it. It was palpably obvious which

disappointed if ‘Happy Valley’, with Thomas the tank engine

children had travelled to the show on the ‘Big Red Bus’ ….

and all his friends, was not present. Our thanks go to Dennis

they were positively buzzing when they arrived at the show!
Some were so enthused by their ride on the bus that they
wanted to ‘do it again’ rather than go inside to look at the
trains! ‘Thomas’ and his friends on ‘Happy Valley’, however,
soon won them over. That, and having to pass the sweet stall
on their way in……and out!

The first stand in the main body of the exhibition was our own
‘Win A Layout For £1’ feature. It proved to be extremely

Dennis (left) takes pride of place in front of ‘Happy Valley’ with a couple of
younger (just!) onlookers eager to play their part!

who turns up every year with his layout and encourages
every child to ‘have a go’ at driving the trains. Happy Valley
has been a great asset at every show it has been to over the
years and MMRG has received many comments after each
of them from the parents of children who have thoroughly
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enjoyed playing the part of the Fat Controller!

The Club was well supported by its members not only as

As far as other exhibits were concerned, we didn’t forget the

‘officials’, but also as exhibitors. Shaun, our Club Chairman

unusual! How many of us remember Meccano from our

and Exhibition Manager removed both of those hats to

younger years - I know I had quite a large set, but I never

exhibit ‘Wolfe Lowe’ along with co-builder, Steve Moor. They

were ably assisted in operating the layout by Eric Johns
(pictured above). The layout also sported a brand new signal
box care of Phil Mason (see page 8)

Andy Clayton (along with other ‘Glasgow Central’ team

imagined that you could build anything like this collection of
working locomotives!

members) ran a workshop demonstrating the building of
locomotives and rolling stock for their P4 layout and,
adopting his best ‘car salesman’ expression (see picture
above), actually convinced some visitors that he knew what
he was doing! Seriously, more than a few visitors found this
stand informative and good humoured with an obvious
enthusiasm for the hobby

Dave Wheelton and Jim Barry also exhibited their ‘Portwenn’
layout - a bit of a Southern rarity this far North! Those Bulleid
Charles Insley (pictured above) brought along his unusual

‘spam cans’ do make an impressive sight as they drift into

Swedish H0e (60cm gauge) model of Ulvaryd Strand - a

the station.

small lakeside terminus on the shores of Lake Vattern. It is a
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small but very “Swedish” harbour scene complete with ferry
and rail/boat transfer pier.

Of course, there were many other layouts and the following

The ‘Brio Train’ management team in action!

photos show just a few of them.

It goes without saying that, for a very successful show like

We must also thank all those who worked so tirelessly to

ours, you have to have high quality layouts! These we had in

make this show possible - the organisers, the ‘layout spotters

abundance and all demonstrated what can be achieved with

and bookers’, those who helped on the day, the bus crew

imagination, hard work and some skill. Nor can you have a

and, last but not least, the small army of volunteers who

successful show without support from traders and we thank

helped to set up the whole show …… and pack it all away

those who came along to show visitors what is available.

when it closed. All the hard work made this another ‘stand
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out’ show of which we should all be proud.

BUILD ANYTHING YOU WANT (2) - MOW COP

guessing the height of the door and by counting bricks

SIGNAL BOX?

assumed to be 9 inches. I rescaled the drawing on a
photocopier but nowadays I scan the drawing and rescale in

Phil Mason

photo software before printing out.
Cycling, photography, art, technical drawing, technical
Carpentry - Now for the 7mm scale version we to get down

drawing, carpentry, eating chocolate and days out with your

and dirty by pinning and gluing a few bits of wood together.

favorite person. All worthy activities.

But how do we scratch build a signal box? Simply by doing
all of these things - and a bit of modelling.

Cycling - Many years ago our 3mm layout needed a
crossing 'box and I'd seen just the prototype at Mow Cop
(south of Congleton) when I was out cycling. I needed some
photographs to work from so another trip out on the bike was
required with the trusty Rollie 35 pocket camera.

Photography - In those days you had to wait to get your
pictures back but now the job is easier and a smart phone
will do the job admirably.

Art - The next stage was to make a rough sketch of the front
This will make a rigid carcass. If you don't need to see inside

of the building as though viewed straight on using the photos

your building it can be made solid but it's best to use a soft

as a guide and trying to get everything in proportion.

material if your woodworking skills are as bad as mine. I use
Sundeala left over from baseboards, some ply and balsa. As

Technical drawing - From that I made a more detailed

I do with items made purely from plasticard, I offer the model
to the plan. If it's too big, I shave and file away to get it down
to size; if it's too small glue another sheet of thin balsa on.

technical type drawing of the front and sides. The scale is not
important at this stage but it needs to be big enough to
incorporate all the detail you want to model.

Information technology - Now for the real key - converting
the drawing to 1:1 for the model. I found the scale ratio by
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Eating chocolate - I make 'see though' bits out of Ferro

Days out - Here’s where you can get to go out for the day

boxes if some structural rigidity is required. They are made of

with your loved one. That's if you know a model shop in a

polystyrene so will easily bond to plasticard.

place where he or she would like to visit. I have Monk Bar
Models in York and Pennine Models in Haworth. The latter is
a packed with 'stuff'. Like the 7mm scale English Bond
plasticard I needed for a bigger version of the Mow Cop 'box
I'd made thirty odd years ago.

And finally a bit of modelling…….The rough carcass is
covered in appropriate bits of plasticard, I use 'Thixofix' to
bond it to the wood and also to stick the Ferro Roche boxes
to wood. A bit of
paint and 'Bob's
your Uncle!', or,
maybe, 'Mow's
your Cop!'

Now you find me
another hobby that
incorporates all
those activities!
Enjoy yourself and
make anything
you want!
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WHY CAN’T SLIDING DOORS SLIDE?
Udo Pfannkuche

Three years ago I purchased a goods shed from Thomas at
our club, Die Modellbahnwerkstatt here in Wuppertal. He’s
the guy who laser-cuts buildings and so on. As soon as I saw
the sliding doors I decided to make them move.

But how?

The first attempts to move them in the given grooves failed,
because of the general roughness of the material and the

The servos and their operating mechanisms are attached to the back of the

fact that the doors were quite a tight fit. Filing and smoothing

building

the running grooves and easing the sliding parts of the doors
showed far better results. However, the point where the

converted motor. Time will show which drive unit performs

pulling force should be placed had to be at the upper edge of

better or more reliably.

the sliding doors otherwise they would simply tilt!
The springs are necessary to keep the nylon threads under
Nylon thread of 0,35 mm diameter is strong enough to stand
up to the pulling forces; the mechanical resistance should not

The spring tensioners are to compensate for any stretching of the nylon
threads that are linked to the doors.
If you look carefully you can see the nylon thread attached to the top left and

tension so as not to cause any slack by stretching over time.

right corners of the door.

The geared motor drives the lever via a slotted wheel and
two fold slung leather thong. The slotted wheel is turned from

be underestimated! 1,0 mm holes drilled above the ends of

PVC plastic and in combination with the leather thong

the doors' travel way allowed me to lead the nylon thread

provides a strong power transmission. The friction between

through to the back side of the freight shed. I installed levers

the plastic wheel and the leather throng is rather high.

of 65 mm length on the back of the building which pivot
around a centre point and can be moved by a servo or a

Now I can move the freight shed's sliding doors by remote

motor. The nylon threads, coming from both edges of the

control and add an interesting aspect of freight transport by

sliding doors were knotted to one end of the levers, while the

rail and road.

other end was linked to the servo arm. Since I wanted to
know which driving mechanism is better, I converted a servo
to a geared motor and linked the other door's lever to the
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Perhaps, this may inspire other railroad modellers to consider
what part of their buildings can be altered to move them by
the power of geared motors or servos.

Never think of something like this as being impossible - see it
as a challenge!

Udo is quite right! Railway modelling can be a
challenging hobby and, over the years, I have seen some
amazing solutions to many problems. If you have found
a solution to such a challenge, please tell us about it. Ed
Operating doors add interest to what, otherwise, could be a largely static
scene and allow viewers the odd look inside the stores.

Who says you can’t have full frontal views in a Newsletter aimed at all age
groups?? This front view shows the semi-relief goods storage facility in all its
glory. The doors can now be opened and closed remotely and certainly help to
subtly alter the scene and add interest.

MMRG Newsletter readers recommend :“THE MODEL CENTRE”

MMRG Newsletter readers recommend :-

Hill Farm, Beck Hole, Whitby, North Yorkshire,

“CHESHIRE MODELS”
YO22 5LF

37, Sunderland Street, Macclesfield
01625 511646

01947 899125

www.cheshiremods.org.uk

“www.themodelcentre.com"

11

66s ON PARADE (that ‘big stuff again!)
Pat Honey

Well worth a visit! Kids, especially, love these locos and trains
… they are so big. Some of the locos on this railway are around
2ft long and are all equipped with awesome sound!
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YOU WANT OIL STORAGE
After trying to lay the wire, I found that trying to hold the wire

TANKS FOR THE £1 RAFFLE

down with just masking tape was problematic, I couldn’t get

LAYOUT ? …….. SIMPLE!

the rails straight or parallel until I hit upon the idea to deepen

Paul Atkinson

the scribed lines sufficiently deep enough to set the rails in.
This solved this problem and in turn let the wire for the posts

To be honest, I had no idea where to start with this part of the

rest on the wood and just touching the recessed rails enough

project! All I was given were two cylindrical snack cartons of

to take the solder. The posts were then laid out and secured

equal diameter but differing heights and I needed to turn

using masking tape. Fortunately I had left enough room

them into a pair of oil storage tanks. Hmmm.

between the two sets of rails for the tape!

After looking at reference pictures, a number of key elements
were picked out to bring life to the cartons; railings around
the upper surface, the access ladders and piping, and so on.

In this article, I’ll describe how I tackled the railings.

As I already had some copper and brass wire, and have the
tools (though not really the expertise) for soldering, I decided
that I’d try and fabricate the railings from scratch, and in
doing so try to improve my soldering skills.

I prepared the solder by cutting it into pellets about 1mm
long. I then added flux to the joints using standard plumber’s

The first problem was how to straighten the wire out. The

flux. The solder pellets were transferred to the joints by a

wire I had was in coils, so a length was cut off and an

cocktail stick with a tiny bit of flux to make the tip sticky.

attempt to straighten it was made. I tried by hand, but to no
avail. Then I tried rolling it between two thick and flat pieces
of MDF which gave better results but still didn’t give me a
straight enough piece of wire that was long enough. Then I
discovered, by holding a length of copper wire in between
two pliers I was able to stretch it enough to straighten it out.
Over a 300mm length of wire, I probably stretched it by
10mm or so. Some follow up research determined that this
work also hardens the wire which was to my advantage in
this case. I used copper wire for the rails, and brass for the
posts as getting shorter pieces of brass was quite easy by

First I tried using a small blow torch to solder, but very soon

hand manipulation.

gave up on that idea (as wood burns surprisingly), so a
soldering iron was used and the task of soldering began. I

Once enough copper wire had been straightened out, I set

did need the practice, so it was not as tedious as it looks.

about working out how to lay it out and a jig was designed.

Using a small section of flat timber, I used a carpenter’s
marking gauge to scribe the two lines for the rails. As I
needed two railings, to save time and add rigidity during
construction I laid out both railing strips in parallel so I could
build it all in one go. I then marked out in pencil the
perpendicular lines to set the posts to.
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ladder safety cages being built on the same jig but slightly
modified, then shaped and bent around a screwdriver shaft.
The pipework, by the way, is copper brake piping!

Once done and the joints checked, I removed the work from
the jig and used track cutters to snip the overhanging wire.
To separate the two sets of rails, I used masking tape to
mark a line to cut. This worked out very well as a guide, and
the completed rails were then ‘rolled’ on the surface of the oil
tank to give it some curvature and were then set out on the
upper surfaces of the oil tank taking advantage of the lip to
hold it in place against the springiness of the wire. I used CA
to secure it on place.

As a first attempt of scratching building something like this, I
think the results turned out well. It’s remarkable how a snack
carton can get instantly
transformed into a 40ft
high oil tank with the
addition of something that
adds a human scale to it.
The soldering notably got
better the closer I got to
finishing it and the joints
are far from perfect but I
think they’re consistent
(either good or bad, you
decide) which really helps.

The last few pictures show
further work on it, the
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HEADS UP…..IT’S A.G.M. TIME
Would you believe that this will be our 62nd A.G.M.? Is the

If you have any ideas, suggestions or recommendations to

Club really that old? The Club was formed in 1956 so, I

make, now would be the ideal time to let them be known. You

guess, the 62nd A.G.M. is about right. Wow! The Club’s only

can either contact me or the Secretary and we will ensure

8 years younger than me!

that what you have to say is put on the agenda. You also
have an important role in deciding the future ‘shape’ of this

The A.G.M. will be held …..

Club.

Where

MMRG Club Rooms

Date

Friday 12th April

It’s time to work together to make our 64th year the best

Time

8.00 p.m.

ever.

MMRG Newsletter readers recommend:-

If you are a member, it is very important that you come along
to the meeting, if you can.

“NARROW GAUGE MODELING COMPANY”
Hubbardston

Your current committee is as listed in the Club contacts panel

MA, USA

on the last page of this Newsletter and, so far as we are
aware at the moment, all committee members are willing to

(1) 978 928 5128

stand for re-election in the absence of any new candidates.

specialising in On18, On2, On3 and On30

However, the Club has now been joined by the ‘Glasgow

‘narrowgaugemodeling.com'

Central Group’ (6 new members) who should, perhaps, be

and Facebook at ‘Narrow Gauge Modeling

represented on the Committee. Such an addition would

Company’

require members’ approval.

It is also the time when the annual accounts are submitted to

MMRG Newsletter readers recommend :-

the membership and it is highly recommended that you are

“TRIDENT TRAINS”

present. If you have any questions regarding the accounts,
the A.G.M. is your opportunity to ask them! It is an important

Unit 10, The Craft Arcade, Dagfields Craft Centre,

time, too, to call all committee members to account. Are they

Crewe Road, Walgherton, Nantwich, Cheshire,

doing the job you expect of them? Are they representing your

CW5 7LG

views? Are they taking the Club in the right direction? You
01270 842400

will never know unless you ask them! Your views and

www.tridenttrains.co.uk

opinions are important.

You are the Club!
MMRG Newsletter readers recommend:If you are not a Club member you, too, can play your part.
ABC Model Railways

What is it about the Club that makes you reluctant to join? Is

‘Always on the right track’

there something we could be doing better to broaden our
appeal and so increase our membership? Do you have a

tel:-

particular interest that the Club simply does not cater for?
e-mail:-

Unless you let us know, there is very little we can do. There

web:-

is no crystal ball that the committee can consult!
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07813 031152

abcmodelrailways@yahoo.co.uk
‘www.abcmodelrailways.com'

PEVEL DEPOT (the ‘£1 layout) HAS FOUND A

We had a bit of fun with the graffiti on the engine shed, which

NEW HOME!

had MUFC on one side and Man City on the other and often

Steve Nixon

Well folks after a great deal of blood sweat and tears, we got
it finished and it made the show in full working order. Here
you can see a selection of photos of our finished raffle prize.
On one of the pictures you will see the tin of nuts in its “as
just bought” state compared to the finished diesel tank.

rotated it to please the current audience. The winner, Mike,
is a big Man City fan and lives very close to the Etihad
Stadium, so this was a little extra bonus for him
You can see Mike here with his proud new layout in his
kitchen. It fitted perfectly, although I imagine that it will move

from there, eventually, but he was certainly very pleased with
The layout drew a great deal of interest and many thanks to

it. He said that he has no plans at the moment for the fiddle

the members who “donated” the use of their engines for the

yard, so may just leave it as it is. Perhaps in a while more

show. Often there were 6 or even 7 diesel locos on the

plans will come into his head.

scenic board, which just showed how versatile the layout
Now all we have to do is build the next one!

really was.
We sold just over 200 tickets in the end and the winner was
Alf Storey – BUT he did not have the space for the layout,

If you would like to get involved in helping to build our

therefore it went to second placed Mike Cartwright from

next ‘£1 Layout’ we will shortly be starting the planning

Manchester. We always draw out 3 tickets just in case this

process. Even if you have never built a model railway

sort of thing happens.

before, your help and ideas would be very welcome. Ed
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BLAST FROM THE PAST

work out where it is! Allow me to ‘guide’ you through some
clues - some may even be relevant!
1) It is, obviously, an electrified line but the d.m.u.
is headed for (or coming from) somewhere that is
not ‘under the wires’
2) The large chimney in the background would
suggest an industrial setting. One, possibly, with
some dark, Satanic mills.
3) The semaphore signals have nothing
whatsoever to do with the bridge beneath them!
4) Multiple tracks suggest that it is a junction (or
near to one!) but note how the gantries bridge all
the tracks!
5) One of those lines linked Manchester and
Sheffield via Woodhead.

This month’s ‘Blast from the Past’ has been sent in by Phil

Enough clues! You figure it out, then find out if you were

Mason (the 3mm snowplough man). All you have to do is

correct. The answer is in the column next to ‘The Last Word’.

CAN YOU CAP IT?
Another little poser from Phil Mason - he really
is testing you this month! - and all it requires is a
sense of the absurd …….. as if the picture
(undoctored!) is not absurd enough.

Can you think of a suitable caption? Simple,
really. What springs to mind when you look at
the photo?

Here’s a few (care of Phil) to get you started:-

1) the signal box was located to give a good
view of on-coming trains.
2) I still don’t think two of us can lift it

2) the new guards van, although spacious, appears to be a
little ‘out of gauge’.

The photo was actually of the ‘new’ signal box being

3) restoration of an early MagLev train has begun

‘delivered’ to the Amerton Railway. More can be discovered

4) I don’t believe it! Someone’s stolen the bloody base!

about this interesting project by, simply, clicking the link.
Can you cap them? If you can, send ‘em in!
MMRG Newsletter readers recommend :“S.M.T.F.” (model shop)

I had a go and came up with :-

Brookside Garden Centre, London Road North,
Poynton, Cheshire, SK12 1BY

1) the Planning Committee said the new structure had to
blend with existing scenery, so they added a tree to the
roof

01625 850427
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PAMPERED RAIL JOURNEYS

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Glacier_Express

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pride_of_Africa

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Glacier_Express

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pride_of_Africa

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Glacier_Express

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pride_of_Africa

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Glacier_Express

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pride_of_Africa

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Glacier_Express

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pride_of_Africa

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Glacier_Express

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pride_of_Africa

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Glacier_Express

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pride_of_Africa

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Glacier_Express
Over to the land of cuckoo clocks and strangely shaped bars
of chocolate and you will find a ride on the “Glacier Express”.

How about ‘riding in style’ on Rovos Rail’s “Pride of Africa”?

It’s a trip through the Alps well worth taking!

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Belmond_Grand_Hibernian

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Seven_Stars_in_Kyushu

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Belmond_Grand_Hibernian

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Seven_Stars_in_Kyushu

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Belmond_Grand_Hibernian

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Seven_Stars_in_Kyushu

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Belmond_Grand_Hibernian

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Seven_Stars_in_Kyushu

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Belmond_Grand_Hibernian

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Seven_Stars_in_Kyushu

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Belmond_Grand_Hibernian

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Seven_Stars_in_Kyushu

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Belmond_Grand_Hibernian

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Seven_Stars_in_Kyushu
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Seven_Stars_in_Kyushu

Maybe Belmond’s “Grand Hibernian” is more to your taste ….

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Seven_Stars_in_Kyushu

and a little nearer home!
The “Kyushu Seven Stars” is Japan’s answer to luxury travel

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rocky_Mountaineer

on rails.

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rocky_Mountaineer
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rocky_Mountaineer

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Ghan

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rocky_Mountaineer

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Ghan

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rocky_Mountaineer
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rocky_Mountaineer

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Ghan

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rocky_Mountaineer

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Ghan

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rocky_Mountaineer

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Ghan

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rocky_Mountaineer

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Ghan
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Ghan

Of course, for spectacular scenery, you could always opt for
Canada’s “Rocky Mountaineer”. However, spectacular

Who would not like to ride on the legendary “Ghan”? It’s a

scenery isn’t Canada’s alone!

real ‘must do’ if you are travelling to Australia.

A simple ‘Google’ search will find many more similar
rail journeys and a host of different travel specialists
offering them. Ed

I really do need to win the lottery!
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THE LAST WORD

MMRG Newsletter readers recommend :“WALTONS of ALTRINCHAM”

For active Club members, March was certainly a busy month!

30, Stamford St, Altrincham, WA14 1EY

So much going on in the Club rooms with the need to get the

0161 928 5940

“£1 Layout” finished, all the last minute preparations for the

“www.WaltonsModels.co.uk”

show, some fine tuning of the trackwork and the fiddle yard in
preparation for “Purgatory Peak’s” visit to Germany, “Glasgow
Central” Group’s decision to completely rebuild their base

The ‘Blast from the Past’ is Guide Bridge

boards (work already started!), continuing re-wiring of “Sutton
Hilltop” and, of course, the show itself!

CLUB CONTACTS AND WEB ADDRESSES
Whew! It will be good to take a step back and have a breather

Newsletter:-

….. but April doesn’t appear to be the month when some of us
e-mail

will be able to do that! It has all the makings of another very
busy month!

telephone

“MMRG-NewsLetter@hotmail.com"
07761 122126

“PP” is off to Dortmund for a 7 day round trip and then travels to
York for the Easter weekend! The re-wiring of “Sutton Hilltop”

Macclesfield Model Railway Group:-

should be nearing completion and preparations will be in hand

web site

‘www.macclesfieldmrg.org.uk'

e-mail

‘macclesfieldmodelrailwaygroup@gmail.com'

for its next outing to Bollington and the “Glasgow Central”
Group will continue their base board building and, hopefully,
start to hand lay their track.

telephone

07796 457978
07761 122126

Somehow, we have to fit in the A.G.M.!

As you may have seen (page 16), it will be taking place in the

Twitter

www.twitter.com/@MacclesfieldMRG

Facebook

www.facebook.com/macclesfieldmrg

Club rooms on Friday 12th April at 8.00 pm - we hope that, if
you are a Club member, you will be able to attend ……. mind
you, we are going to have to clear some space in order to be

If you would like to contact the Newsletter or Macclesfield Model

able to hold it! All our current Committee members are shown in

Railway Group for any reason, simply ‘click’ on the appropriate red
link above.

the panel to the right and all are prepared to stand again.
Nominations close very soon so, if you are interested in joining
the Committee or would like to nominate someone, you will

Don’t forget ……… your Committee members are:-

need to act quickly!
Chairman

Shaun Horrocks

Looks like we’ll be ready for ‘beer o’clock’ at the end of each

Vice Chairman

Mike Hebblethwaite

Club session for the foreseeable future - not that Bev at the

Treasurer

Alan Ashton

Secretary

Tom McDonough

Dolphin will mind!

That seems to be ‘it’ for another month. I hope you’ve enjoyed

Member reps

Colin Moores

the read and found something of interest to you within these

Tony Hallatt

pages. Perhaps you have seen something that has inspired you

Steve Nixon

to build something you’ve been planning for some time …. it’s

Gerry Ogden

not as difficult as you may think! Let us know about your
projects.

Newsletter Editor
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Mike Hebblethwaite

