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This Newsletter is freely distributed to regular subscribers and is available
to download through Macclesfield Model Railway Group’s web site. Some
of our information is derived from the internet and we try to acknowledge
sources where ever we can. However, it is not always possible to trace
original sources with the limited facilities that we have and we apologise
unreservedly in advance for any oversight.
As a reader/recipient of this Newsletter, you are free to distribute it
amongst your friends and family, other clubs and societies to which you
may belong or use any part of it to promote and further interest in railway
modelling.

LINKS
Don’t forget, if it’s in RED ‘click’ on it to take you off into the
‘ether’!

MMRG claims no copyright of any of the content and you are free to use
any part of it for any non-profit making purpose you wish. Should you wish
to use any of the content in any documentation of your own, all that we ask
is that, as a courtesy, you forward us a copy.

no-one else. It does not ‘pick up’ on articles in other publications, it does not

With regard to commercial/for profit use of our material, we have to rely on
trust - we have no way of monitoring such use. If you do intend to use our
material in such a way, please ask for permission first. It is unlikely to be
refused but, at the very least, an acknowledgement would be expected in
return.

syndicate and it tries to reflect no-one’s views and opinions other than those

COMMERCIAL ADVERTISING

IT’S UP TO YOU
This Newsletter relies for its content on material supplied by its readers and

of its readers. You can help to maintain that integrity by ‘keeping in touch’ ….
let us know what you think, what you are doing with your hobby. If you have
any ideas about how this Newsletter could be improved, what you like or
don’t like about it, then please contact the Newsletter either through “Over to
You” or to the Editor direct at…….

“MMRG-NewsLetter@hotmail.com”
ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS
All article text and photographs are by the authors except for images for “The
Funnies” which are drawn from the internet and are, with our apologies,
original source unknown. Should we, inadvertently, have infringed your
copyright please accept our apologies, let us know and we will publish an
appropriate acknowledgement and apology in the next available issue.

Our policy, at present, is that this publication will carry no commercial
advertising. It is a Newsletter! However, should you wish to place an
“advertising article” concerning a new product, an up-grade to an existing
product or a more general “of benefit/interest to railway modellers” article,
please contact ‘The Editor” via e-mail initially. It is understood that such
features do not carry the endorsement of MMRG unless specified.
AND FINALLY
This Newsletter is produced for and on behalf of Macclesfield Model
Railway Group as part of their ‘constitutional obligation’ to promote and
support the hobby of railway modelling. MMRG, under it’s own rules, is
obliged to pursue ‘educational’ opportunities within the hobby and this
Newsletter is proud to play its part.
No price can be placed on the value of ‘education’, which is why this
Newsletter is, and always will be, free.
—————————————————————

that the shutter had been raised. Not Udo! If it’s supposed to

EDITORIAL

open and close, it opens and closes. The mechanism he
uses is for ‘0’ scale but could easily be reduced to 00/H0 ….

Another month, another Newsletter!

but I think you might struggle with it in any smaller scale!
This month, obviously, has to feature our annual exhibition.
It is, after all, the Club’s biggest ‘interface’ with Joe Public

A question for Udo. How can you have a foundry working

and our most important opportunity to promote our hobby

with hot metal without flashes of high intensity light and lots

amongst those who are already involved, those who are

of sparks? Maybe it’s just me being ‘picky’! Watch this space

thinking about ‘testing the water’ and our younger audience

next month for sliding doors that …. er, well …. slide!

who like Thomas the Tank Engine! All exhibitions are an
important window into ‘the possible’ and are of value, in that

Phil Mason’s been carving up the plastic again and

respect, to the aficionado and novice alike. It’s also an

produced a very nice 3mm snow plough ….. still a common

important source of income for the Club (don’t tell the

site on our rail system, if you know where to look. Although

taxman!) and helps to support all of our activities including

built to ‘TT’ scale, the model is easily scaled up for ’00’ or

the publication, every month, of this Newsletter.

even ‘0’. Let’s hope he brings it along to the show with his
‘Bluish’ layout ….. I’m sure that more than one or two of you

This Newsletter, however, is still committed to bringing you

would like to know more about ‘how he did it’. I’m looking

new ideas, fresh approaches to our hobby and (where ever

forward to seeing it!

we can) information that will help you to get the most out of
your hobby. We will continue to throw a few challenges your

For once, Dominic makes no mention of his own travels.

way, if you choose to accept them!

This month he tells about the travels made by standard
gauge wagons on the narrow gauge rails of the Leek and

You will see that Udo’s been at it again and you know what

Manifold Light Railway. It was the only railway in Britain to

a stickler he is for detail. For those of you with better than

adopt this practice save for a mere handful of lines who

short term memories (unlike me!), you may recall his

‘flirted’ with the idea for the briefest of times and either

working coal wagon tippler and his fully operational

rejected the system outright or failed dismally at the ‘testing’

electromagnet gantry crane. If something is supposed to

stage.

work, then it should work. Period! This month he’s into
operating roller shutter doors. Now, most of us would model

There’s more besides these items, but you’ll have to have a

a warehouse with its roller shutters either open or closed. If

look for yourself!

we wanted wagons to be shunted ‘indoors’ we’d model a
gaping hole with some indication at the top of the doorframe

Enjoy the read which I hope you find informative.

Macclesfield Model Railway Group
through the On30 Group, supports the development of

“MegaPoints Controllers”
for all the latest news, go to:-

"www.megapointscontrollers.com"

MMRG’S ANNUAL
EXHIBITION FINAL UP-DATE
We think we’ve finally got everything in place
with just one stand to be finalised and
confirmed (Stand 5).

A full list of layouts coming to the show was
published in the February issue of this
Newsletter and it is still available to download
if you missed it. Simply ‘click’ the red link and
it appears on your screen as if by magic!
There’s also a complete list of all the traders
attending and much more information
besides.

Of course there are some things that we just
couldn’t change from previous years - the ‘big
red bus’ is surely one and ‘Happy Valley’, the
special feature ‘Thomas’ layout for our
younger visitors, is another. There’s also the
‘Brio’ play train system for the very young.
Somehow the exhibition would not seem
complete without them!

respond by ‘LIKING’ and ‘SHARING’ and each has 20
friends, the message will reach an ‘extra’ 750 people. If they

As ever, if you are coming to the show, and we very much

then respond in the same way another 1500 people will be

hope that you are, please feel free to chat with any and all

‘reached’. The next ‘generation’ will produce 3000 ….. and

exhibitors. They are more than happy to talk about their

so on. If you have helped to ‘grow’ our audience in this way,

model railways, their experiences and, especially, how they

we cannot thank you enough.

built them. The ‘hawk-eyed’ amongst you will have noted
that Phil Mason (see his article on page 7) is bringing his

Keep an eye on t’interweb for our ads, the Club’s web site

3mm ‘Bluish’ layout and, hopefully, the snow plough featured

for up-dated information and the Club’s Facebook page for

in this issue. I’ve no doubt that he will be in line for some

information and comments.

quizzing as to how he actually built it!
What can I say? We are ready. Are you?
Some of you will already have seen some of the ads for this
show that have been placed on a variety of both local and

When you get to the show you might need the exhibition

national media sites and to those of you who have ‘LIKED’

floor plan on the next page to help find your way around. We

and/or ‘SHARED’ them, our thanks. Social media (the likes

wouldn’t like you to miss anything!

of Facebook, etc) is an incredibly effective way of ‘getting
the message out there’. If just 10% of an initial 350 readers

4

FINDING YOUR WAY AROUND

5

As always, the first stand you will see as you enter the

MMRG Newsletter readers recommend:-

exhibition (or the last as you leave!) is the Club’s own

“NARROW GAUGE MODELING COMPANY”

secondhand sales. If you have any unwanted items, now is

Hubbardston

the time to try to turn them into some useful cash. For details
on how to do this have a look at last month’s issue

MA, USA

(February) where you will find all the information you need

(1) 978 928 5128

as well as sales sheets. Please use the sales sheets as they

specialising in On18, On2, On3 and On30

will become your record of sales and your cash receipt.

‘narrowgaugemodeling.com'
and Facebook at ‘Narrow Gauge Modeling
Company’

MMRG Newsletter readers recommend :“CHESHIRE MODELS”
37, Sunderland Street, Macclesfield
01625 511646
www.cheshiremods.org.uk

Don’t forget that ‘big, red bus’! A ride on it is free and it picks

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=k4zpmeCeXNI

up near the station (Waters Green Tavern), at the bus station
and any recognised bus stop on its route. Save yourself a

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DKcWtuhcvsE

walk and catch the bus! If you travel to the show by car? No
problem. You can still have a free, circular tour of the town

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Az1DSLXCAS0

centre! Simply hop on the bus at the school.
What more can we say? We hope you can make it to the
Check out these videos. They might just whet your appetite

show and have a great time. See you there!

for this year’s exhibition:-

6

HOW TO BUILD ANYTHING YOU WANT.

weapons of mass destruction, and were based on

Phil Mason

redundant steam loco tenders.

Rare, winter visitors. Often nocturnal. Usually seen in pairs.

So why model one? Well, many of us have layouts depicting

Local. What's this? Snow bunting? Arctic tern? Mountain

loco sheds and these beasts were (and still are) to be found

hare perhaps?

lurking around depots. They've lasted a long time. Any
layout from the 60s to the present day should have one. Or

Nope. We're talking about the diagram 1/623 Independent

two. Sure, you could go and buy one; if you can find one.

Snow Plough.

The Flangeway model in OO seems as rare as scratch built
hen's teeth and the n gauge one from the society also

What's the fascination with snow ploughs? I blame my

seems to be sold out. And it's nearly forty quid! Now I'm

mother! On train trips with her in the 1960s and early 70s

from Yorkshire and we're modellers after all, so it's time to

there were several things that would get her excited. In no

get out the plasticard! (Incidentally, how do you know if

particular order they were 2-10-0s, Deltics, bogie bolsters,

someone is from Yorkshire? Well if they haven't told you yet,

breakdown cranes and snow ploughs. Why? I'm not sure,

then they aren't from Yorkshire! That, of course, and the

maybe they were unusual, sounded different, had funny

extreme reluctance to shell out £40 on a two inch lump of

names or looked different. And nothing looks more different

plastic).

"What are you going to base it on?", somebody asked me.
My reply was, "Wheels!". The real thing was made using a
tender and I happened to have in my junk box some tender
wheels from a project that was never completed. I made a

than a diagram 1/623 Independent Snow Plough. Styled like
a weird combination of something off a WW1 battle cruiser
and a Stealth Bomber they manage to look old fashioned
and futuristic at the same time. Strangely, they started life in

simple chassis around the wheels from 60thou. I model in
3mm scale, so use 40 though for n gauge or 80 thou for '00'.
I'm not sure if there is such a thing as 140 thou for 7mm
scale modellers so maybe you could try wood or something.
You're on your own there.

Now I could give you a blow by blow account of how to cut
out and shape the various bits to build your own plough but I
think it would be more productive to point you in the

the 1960s, almost exactly midway between those two

direction of two wonderful resources on the 'net. The first is

7

the BR diagram books, curtesy of the Barrowmore Model

http://www.barrowmoremrg.co.uk/Prototype.html

Railway Group:

The second is Paul Bartlett's photographs:
https://paulbartlett.zenfolio.com/paulbartlettsrailwaywagons

Together, these tell you everything you need to know to get
scratch building, namely "how big is it?" and "what does it
look like?"

So come on; all you need is a cutting mat, steel ruler,
Swann Morton knife with No1 blade, Liquid Poly, a set of
files and Humbol plastic model filler. Have a go! The
technique is simple. Add bits of plasticard if your model is
too small and file bits off if it's too big. Keep comparing your
model with a copy of the BR diagram printed out to the scale
you're working in. Holes are filled with the filler. I usually end
up with a bin full of cuttings and a floor covered in white
dust!

The beauty of the snow plough as a project is that it's quite
difficult with all those compound angles……. and if you can
do that you can do anything. And it doesn't even need to
work! It doesn't matter if the wheels are all wobbly because
it's only going to sit at the end of a siding just like the real
thing. In fact, it doesn't really even need any wheels (but
don't tell anyone!).
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A ‘BLAST FROM THE PAST’
Alek Adamski

Does anyone recognise this station? The
photos were taken in my train spotting days
many moons ago. The answer’s on page 20.

The introduction of concrete sleepers (along
with some remaining wooden ones) may give
you some clues as to when the photos were
taken. I am, however, not going to give my age
away by telling you!

You’ll find the answer next
to ‘The Last Word’
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LEEK & MANIFOLD VALLEY LIGHT RAILWAY
TRANSPORTER WAGON
( Gauge conversion car, North America)
Dominic Emery

You may remember a short article in this Newsletter
(September 2017) some time ago about the Leek and
Manifold Light Railway and its use of transporter wagons. I
told Mike that I had a model of one and he asked me if I
could write an article about it. It’s made from a Centre
Models OO9 L&M transporter wagon kit that I had bought
and built a long time ago. I couldn't find it! I was soon
thinking that it had got lost as I moved flats. Well, it's turned

round to building a narrow gauge layout in OO9 I will

up! I'd put it in a box of various HOe bits and pieces.

probably park the wagon up to a standard gauge siding.

The platform of the kit is 79mm long and 33mm wide with
the slots for the standard gauge wagon wheels set 17mm
apart. When compared with ‘009’ freight stock from Peco or

Bachmann it’s a lot wider. I don't think the firm Centre
Models lasted very long. I believe that I had bought the

The kit is made of white metal and the platform of the wagon

transporter wagon kit and a loco kit in the 70's. I was able to

is one piece with brake wheels and short brake pipes. The

build the loco body, but the chassis and valve gear were

wagon bogies are blocks of white metal with PECO plastic

beyond me …… and still are!

wagon wheels that have had their pin point axles cut off.
You can imagine what the running qualities would be like! I

It might be a good idea to go into the history of these

glued a 4-wheeled N gauge chassis underneath instead. I

interesting wagons.

cannot ever remember running the wagon on a narrow
gauge layout. I cut an old GRAFAR (Graham Farish) OO

The first two transporter wagons were built for the 2ft 6in

gauge wagon down to one plank and, as the axles have got

gauge Leek & Manifold in 1904 by the Cravens Railway

inside bearings, I was able to push the wheels out to 17mm

Carriage & Wagon Co. and were ready for the opening of

apart to make it fit the running slots on the transporter
wagon. I glued PECO narrow gauge couplings on. If I get

the narrow gauge part of the line from Waterhouses to

10

Hulme End, both being small villages in North Staffordshire.

distance between the bogies was 9ft and the standard

They were designed by the Chief Mechanical Engineer Mr.

gauge rail was 10in above track level. The tare weight was 4

Everard R. Calthrop and the idea was to load standard

tons 15cwt. and they could carry 20 tons. At first they were

gauge wagons on the transporters at Waterhouses where

mostly used to take coal in 7 plank wagons (including loco

there were 3 transhipment sidings and drop the wagons off

coal) and goods in vans (including beer for the pub in Hulme

on standard gauge sidings along the line. That way the

End - now called the Light Railway), agricultural machinery

loaded wagons could be unloaded and the transporters

on low wagons and limestone in 3 or 5 plank wagons. At

could be used to take unloaded wagons back to the

Hulme End were two standard gauge sidings with two coal

standard gauge transfer sidings at Waterhouses. Two more

merchants that operated out of the goods yard. The plan

transporters were supplied in 1907-8 and a fifth of

was for the standard gauge wagons to be left in the short

a different design was built at Stoke Works after 1923. The

sidings until they were unloaded and then picked up for

wagons themselves were 19ft 6in long , 8ft wide and were

taking back to Waterhouses. The loco coal wagons were

carried on two bogies with a rigid wheelbase of 4ft 3in. The

shunted on their transporters directly to the coaling stage in

Transporter wagons temporarily ‘converted’ to carry passengers can be seen to the rear of the four leading carriages with another at the end of the train.
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front of the engine shed and the coal shovelled onto the

Coming back to the W&L on my recent visit last October

stage.

(see Newsletter January 2019), I saw a Zillertalbahn
transporter wagon standing in a siding. I have no idea if they

On Bank Holidays and other busy summer days, the

use it for anything. I bought a small book about transporters

transporter wagons were fitted out with benches to increase

only to find out that other railways had standard gauge

the passenger carrying capacity of the railway.

wagons that were used to carry narrow gauge wagons, but
only the L & M had narrow gauge wagons that carried

When the dairy opened in Ecton 3 transporters were used

standard gauge stock!

for this traffic, the remaining two had to cope with the all the
other standard gauge traffic. The railway had only three

An extremely interesting youtube video is:

other wagons one bogie van and two bogie opens. One of

‘https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dWZbZGGnE6E'

the transporters was lengthened to 33ft so that it could take

shows, in its first view, 3 men pushing an empty coal wagon

6-wheeled milk vans by the N.S.R. (North Staffordshire

onto a transporter wagon in Hulme End and, in another view

Railway ) in 1918, which would be ‘parked up’ on its

at the end of the film, an empty transporter wagon being

transporter in a side loading lock to be loaded with milk

pushed along the main line. There are one or two more

churns. The United Dairies tankers were shunted direct into

videos, just look for Leek & Manifold Railway on youtube.

the dairy loading dock to be filled.The milk traffic was soon
the most important traffic on the line with the milk destined

There have been drawings of the wagons published but

for London. At one time there was a direct milk train from the

unfortunately I don't have one anymore. For example, there

valley up to Finsbury Park in London. When the dairy closed

is one in the MRC (Model Railway Constructor) Annual

and the track on the railway had to be re-newed it meant the

1984, which I believe is in the Club library?

end for the line. The local population, of which there had
never been many, had decreased as they looked for work in

In the UK 9mm track is used for narrow gauges from 1ft 10in

the larger towns. The line from Waterhouses closed on 12th

to 2ft 6in. in ’00’ scale.

March 1934, barely 30 years since it opened. Waterhouses

In Europe 9mm track is used for narrow gauges from

Station closed for passenger traffic from Leek on 30th

750mm to 760mm. (H0 scale)

September 1935.

In America 9mm track is used for narrow gauges from 2ft to
2ft 6in. (again H0 scale).

After the line had closed the wagons were used by the firm
that demolished the line and turned it into a foopath. One

MMRG Newsletter readers recommend :-

transporter wagon (LMS 195312, originally L&MR 5) was

“TRIDENT TRAINS”

sold to the Clay Cross Company for use on the 2ft gauge

Unit 10, The Craft Arcade, Dagfields Craft Centre,
Crewe Road, Walgherton, Nantwich, Cheshire,

Ashover Light Railway, the wagon was regauged and when
trialled ran quite smoothly on the straight sections but on the

CW5 7LG

curves the wheels fouled the bogie frames and threatened
to topple over. There were other problems as the track was

01270 842400

not laid out for such heavy wagons (with load). The wagon

www.tridenttrains.co.uk

was banished into a siding and saw no more use.

MMRG Newsletter readers recommend :-

It was thought that the Welshpool and Llanfair Railway
(W&L) would also use transporter wagons after opening in

“S.M.T.F.” (model shop)

1903 and it appears that there were plans for transporter

Brookside Garden Centre, London Road North,
Poynton, Cheshire, SK12 1BY

wagons drawn up. They were, however, rejected probably
due to lack of capital (the W&L was only able to buy two
engines instead of three).

01625 850427
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TANK CAR IMPLODES!

https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=FyMvqy0momM
https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=FyMvqy0momM
https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=FyMvqy0momM
https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=FyMvqy0momM

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Zz95_VvTxZM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Zz95_VvTxZM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Zz95_VvTxZM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Zz95_VvTxZM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Zz95_VvTxZM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Zz95_VvTxZM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Zz95_VvTxZM

This demonstration shows what can happen to a tank car
when it is subjected to a vacuum with the safety valves
removed or disabled.

TRAIN v ROAD VEHICLE? NO CONTEST!
…AND ANOTHER EXPLODES!

https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=C6MgisM_I8o
https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=C6MgisM_I8o

https://www.firerescue1.com/fire-attack/videos/
533718--Massive-train-car-explosion-bleve/
https://www.firerescue1.com/fire-attack/videos/
533718--Massive-train-car-explosion-bleve/
https://www.firerescue1.com/fire-attack/videos/
533718--Massive-train-car-explosion-bleve/
https://www.firerescue1.com/fire-attack/videos/
533718--Massive-train-car-explosion-bleve/
https://www.firerescue1.com/fire-attack/videos/
533718--Massive-train-car-explosion-bleve/
https://www.firerescue1.com/fire-attack/videos/
533718--Massive-train-car-explosion-bleve/

…… AND, FINALLY.
WHEN YOU’VE WAITED ALL DAY

This one shows the sheer force of flammable material
(propane gas) when it reaches ‘ignition point’.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AO_02rtcdHE

WHAT HAPPENS WHEN A STEAM LOCO

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AO_02rtcdHE

‘BACKFIRES’?

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AO_02rtcdHE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AO_02rtcdHE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AO_02rtcdHE

You didn’t know they could ‘backfire’? Well this little loco on

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AO_02rtcdHE

the Brienz Rothorn Bahn did.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AO_02rtcdHE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AO_02rtcdHE

When things go ‘pop’, even Swiss locomotives can falter.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AO_02rtcdHE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AO_02rtcdHE
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SCRATCH BUILD ROLLER-SHUTTER DOORS
Udo Pfannkuche

My steam boiler factory building, Siller & Jamart, lacked
doors or gates in order to protect the premises from bad
weather conditions, theft or vandalism. These huge openings
in factory buildings are often closed by gates or rolling
shutters. Due to the size of such rolling shutters they are all
wound up by geared motors. So do my rolling
shutters!

I glued rails of the scale 12 mm/foot (or 1 in 32) on each side
of the gate opening, with the rails' webs facing each other.

The shutters' segments were cut to the correct length so that
they slide up and down between the rails’ webs. The upper
two thirds of the door segments were cut from coffee stirrers
and the segments of the lower third were made from brass or
lead strips. They provide the necessary weight to pull the
segments down when lowered by the geared motor axle.

14

The gear's output is 100 rpm,
driven by a 12 Volt DC motor.
An Uhlenbrock accessory
decoder #67900 with two motor
outputs control the motors
independently, so that I can
operate them individually by
one DCC address but
by two different function
outputs. This decoder isn't
listed on Uhlenbrock's web site
any more, but you can use a
locomotive decoder and switch
the power to the motors via
relays which you connect to the
decoder's function outputs.

This way you can control the
motors individually, too.

I guess my pictures explain
everything; if there are any
questions from Newsletter
readers, please, send them to
Mike (the Editor). He will then
forward them to me so I can
reply or explain in more detail.

Now, have a good night's
slumber!

Not satisfied with working

The flexibility of the segments is achieved by using
a textile-layered self-adhesive duct tape with a silver

roller shutters, next month Udo adds sliding doors that

coloured surface. This gives the roller shutter the

really do slide!

appearance of being made from aluminium.
MMRG Newsletter readers recommend :A 0,35 mm nylon thread is fixed to the upper corners of the

“THE MODEL CENTRE”

topmost segment to provide a triangle for pulling the rolling
Hill Farm, Beck Hole, Whitby, North Yorkshire,

shutter upwards.

YO22 5LF
Another 0,35 mm nylon thread is knotted to the triangle and
01947 899125

winds up on the gearbox axle and thus pulls the rolling
shutter open. I made the winding axle from 2 mm diameter

“www.themodelcentre.com"

steel in order to minimize the torque load.
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WHERE CAN YOU GET 0N30 ‘STUFF’?
Bachmann, for reasons better known only to themselves,

Mike Hebblethwaite

very rapidly started to ‘scale back’ their 0n30 products with
Whilst travelling around with the

E
N

other guys in the 0n30 Group to
different shows and exhibitions

O

with ‘Purgatory Peak’, both in this

G

country and abroad, I and other
members of the group are often
asked where we get our locos and
rolling stock from. I always, on such

items disappearing from their catalogue in droves. Many

occasions, wish there was a simple answer.

Bachmann products disappeared from the market and those
that were/are

I am not surprised that we are asked the question so many

available

times - 0n30 is not often represented on the shelves of local

seem to be

model shops! If I’m honest, 0n30 has become something of

in

a ‘speciality’ which fewer and fewer model shops are

increasingly

stocking……and that is not necessarily the choice of shop

short supply.

proprietors!

As a result
(simple

E
N

G

O

Bachmann, as a manufacturer, saw a ‘niche market’

Keynesian economics!) prices have risen quite dramatically

amongst railway modellers in the UK and model railroaders

for new items and the prices of secondhand items now (in

in the USA who were looking for ‘something a little different’.

the UK) match those of new items when bought a couple of

Before Bachmann’s involvement there was already a

years ago. A simple box car, for example, only two years

growing following of 0n30 with many modellers kit bashing

ago would have cost around £30 ($37US) with a good,

existing HO locos, scratch building new boilers, cabs and

secondhand, boxed example costing around £30-£35 ($37-

fittings, scratch building rolling stock and investing in the

$45US) today!

many ‘new’ kits that were emerging onto the market along
with several producers of ‘bespoke’ brass locos and rolling

Back to the proprietors of all those model shops. They

stock.

cannot sell what, simply, is not there! And that, also, brings
us back to the original question. Where do we get our 0n30

Bachmann took the 0n30 market by storm and introduced a

‘stuff’?

range of locomotives and rolling stock at surprisingly
affordable prices. Many of their locos and rolling stock items

It is still possible of course, in the UK, to buy new Bachmann

were no more expensive, though much bigger, than many

US outline 0n30 products, though the variety is now much

’00’ items. 0n30 suddenly became much less of a ‘quirky’,

more limited, from the likes of Hattons, Tower Models and

off-beat scale to work in and its popularity grew

Rails of Sheffield. Others are around and can be found

exponentially.

through the usual search process on ‘Google’. In much the
same way, second hand items can be found at the major

Of course, this is by no means a definitive history, but it

outlets mentioned above and also on e-bay and similar

does highlight the important role that Bachmann played in

sites. Keep an eye on secondhand items at shows and

promoting this aspect of our hobby. There were many other

exhibitions and particularly on Club stands where there is/

players, too, but none with the ‘clout’ of Bachmann.

was an 0n30 involvement.

But that is only half the story!
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More specialised 0n30 items of rolling stock, such as San

stock which, on the face of it, should be welcome news.

Juan kits and AMS and Accucraft ready to run, can be

However, I have my fingers firmly crossed for fear they will

obtained through EDM Models (NG Trains). These are

do the same to ‘009’ as they’ve done to ‘0n30’.

highly detailed and accurate models of real prototypes and,
consequently, do not come cheap!

You may find some of these web sites useful in your search
for 0n30 items :-

Again, through the likes of EDM Models, it is possible to buy
a variety of kits for wagons and rolling stock produced by

In the UK

such as Foothill Model Works, Mount Blue, Banta
http://www.ngtrains.com
Modelworks - but beware. One or two of these kits require a

https://www.hattons.co.uk

chassis from a donor piece of rolling stock made by …..

https://railsofsheffield.com

guess who. Bachmann!

http://www.tower-models.com

In the USA

https://www.narrowgaugemodeling.com
https://www.trainworld.com
https://www.micromark.com
https://sanjuanmodelco.com
http://www.accucraft.com/legacy/index.htm
Mount Blue Model Co caboose kit body mounted on a ……….
Bachmann passenger car chassis!

This is by no means an exhaustive list but it should help you

If, like me, you have encountered problems sourcing what

get started. All the manufacturers mentioned in this article of

you want from the UK there are always suppliers on the

both ready to run models and kits have their own web sites.

other side of ‘The Pond’. Keith Wiseman produces some
great kits as do many other small manufacturers with most

If you are the least bit interested in 0n30, don’t be put off by

of their products being at reasonable prices ………. until you

what seems to be a lack of good, readily available models.

vector in post and packing, import duties and VAT. These

They are out there to be found and 0n30, perhaps above all

costs can add up to more than the cost of the original item!

other scales, allows modellers the greatest freedom to

If you are going to buy from the States, try to order several

express themselves through imagination.

items at once. This way you will save something on the p&p
cost which, unbelievably, is counted as part of the value of

Someone once said to me that if you could dream up an

what you are ‘importing’ and is therefore taxable! Depending

0n30 model and make it, you’ll in all probability find a 12” to

on which method is used to ‘post’ the goods to you, you may

the foot replica existed somewhere!

find that the forwarding agent in this country also slaps on a
handling charge which can be variable based on the overall

If you can’t find what you want from a commercial source,

value of the goods in question! It won’t be the first time I’ve

maybe you could try scratch building - it’s much easier than

been stung with a £12 ($15US) bill for the last leg of the

you think! For example, Ratio produce some fine arch bar

journey my items have made - from customs shed to my

bogies (trucks) which, when mounted directly to the

door! I try to use UPS if I can, they are the best for higher

underside of a flat/box car floor car with ‘standard’ Hornby or

value items and deliver surprisingly quickly!

Dapol ’00' wagon wheels, produce a surface at an easy
height for mounting Kadee No5 couplings.

Bachmann is, currently, massively entering the ‘009’ scene
in the UK with an impressive catalogue of locos and rolling
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Time to go back to basics? Until next month, have fun!

YOU DON’T SAY!!

SPOILSPORTS!

CAN’T SAY YOU WEREN’T TOLD.

OOPS! - or is that MERDE ALORS?

NO COMMENT!!
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OVER TO YOU

Hi Mike,

The Editor,

I’d like to wish all of you the best of luck with your Club’s
show on the 9th. It’s the best show for miles and I wouldn’t

Hi.

miss it. I’ve been coming for more years than I care to
remember!

I just wanted to thank you for producing such a great
Newsletter each month. I’ve subscribed for a long time now

regards

and always look forward to each issue. I really don’t know
Dennis

how you manage to produce such a great mag …. and for
free!
There’s only one thing, though, I do miss those ‘grumps’ you

Thanks for the best wishes, Dennis, and we hope you enjoy

used to have in your editorials. They were thought

the show.

provoking, very to the point and often quite funny. Are they
Mike

going to re-surface any time soon?
Stop taking so many ‘happy pills’ and bring the ‘grumps’
back!

Dear Sir,

Kind regards

If your show is as good as last year you should be well
pleased. You deserve to have a great one with all the hard

John C

work you put in to it. It’s the friendliest show by far that I go
to.
Hi to you, too, John

Great bargains on your Club stand! Bought a load of track

…. and many thanks for your kind comments about the

last year and the advice you gave about the points I needed

Newsletter. There are some months, I must admit, when it’s

turned out to be spot on.

a bit of a challenge to produce a ‘fully loaded’ issue but I

Now I need a couple of locos and some wagons so I’ll be

often receive articles at the last minute that save the day! I

back this year.

cannot thank those who contribute to the Newsletter enough
….. without them there would be no Newsletter.

Good luck

As for the ‘grumps’? I’m definitely suffering from OCD - I’m

Jim Matteson

Old, Cranky and increasingly Demented - but I’m trying to

(Matlock)

put it on a back burner. I think there’s every chance that they
will re-surface in the future as there seems to be some kind
of developing resistance to the ‘happy pills’ . Who knows,

Hi Jim,

there may even be a ‘super grump’ that is resistant to all
Glad you found our Club stand useful and that you got value

known medication!

for money. Good to hear, too, that the advice worked out - I
There will be an article in the March issue of the Newsletter

remember our conversation. Those Peco points will serve

that contains a thinly veiled grump concerning a well known

you well rather than the Hornby ones, even though they

manufacturer of model railway items. That should keep you

were 50p dearer!

going for a while!
Please call at the stand again and say “Hi” and I’d love to
Many thanks

hear what progress you’ve made with your layout.

Mike

Mike
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THE LAST WORD

MMRG Newsletter readers recommend :“WALTONS of ALTRINCHAM”

Show time is very nearly here with only 9 days to go (from

30, Stamford St, Altrincham, WA14 1EY

1st March). Have we got ‘all our ducks in a row’? We think

0161 928 5940

so.

“www.WaltonsModels.co.uk”
There seems to have been an endless stream of tasks to
complete - booking layouts and traders, booking the venue

The ‘Blast from the Past’ is Knutsford station

and catering, making sure that barriers and around 70
tables are going to turn up on time, preparing exhibition
posters, fliers and brochures, making sure that our

CLUB CONTACTS AND WEB ADDRESSES

advertising strategies are in place and working, keeping the

Newsletter:-

Club’s web site, Facebook pages and this Newsletter up to
date, making sure that our road signs are going to be in

e-mail

place …… the list goes on and on! So far as we know, we

telephone

“MMRG-NewsLetter@hotmail.com"
07761 122126

have managed to put a tick in every ‘check box’!

Of course, the really hard work has yet to be done. The

Macclesfield Model Railway Group:-

show has to be physically set up with everything ready to

web site

‘www.macclesfieldmrg.org.uk'

e-mail

‘macclesfieldmodelrailwaygroup@gmail.com'

receive visitors by 1000hrs on Saturday morning!

That’s when the nail biting begins!

telephone

07796 457978
07761 122126

Will the exhibition be well supported? Will the public make
the effort to attend? What is the weather forecast and will
that have an effect on visiting numbers? The list of

Twitter

www.twitter.com/@MacclesfieldMRG

Facebook

www.facebook.com/macclesfieldmrg

questions is almost as long as the list of tasks!

All the effort and hard work, all the planning and preparation

If you would like to contact the Newsletter or Macclesfield Model

that has taken place, are no guarantee that that the

Railway Group for any reason, simply ‘click’ on the appropriate red

exhibition will draw the crowds.

link above.

We hope that it will be well attended and that we continue to
Don’t forget ……… your Committee members are:-

buck the national downward trend as we have done for the
last three years. There’s one thing for sure …… no one who

Chairman

Shaun Horrocks

has been in any way involved in organising the event will

Vice Chairman

Mike Hebblethwaite

need a nail file come Saturday morning!

Treasurer

Alan Ashton

Secretary

Tom McDonough

If you do come along to the show, and we very much hope
Member reps

that you do, please pause by the secondhand stall and say,

Colin Moores

“Hello”. It’s a very (I hope) busy stall so I’ll do my very best

Tony Hallatt

to say, “Hi” back! You’ll find other Club members are

Steve Nixon

involved in the show and Shaun will be operating ‘Wolfe

Gerry Ogden

Lowe’ with some new features (the layout, not Shaun!) so,
please, say, “Hello” to them too.

Newsletter Editor
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Mike Hebblethwaite

