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EDITORIAL

was as expansive as ever. He couldn’t even get those two
simple things right!

Serves me right, I suppose. I stopped believing in Santa
some few years ago and, since then, have had more than my

I returned to the Christmas gathering downstairs feeling
somewhat crestfallen, but the CO raised my hopes. She said

fair quota of socks and underwear!

that she had noticed and read my note to Santa and couldn’t
Of course, I’ve hedged my bets and this year was no
exception. I left a note for Santa, a couple of mince pies and
a glass of sherry (purely medicinal, you understand) by the
fireplace and went off to bed thinking that I’d at least done my
bit. Christmas morning arrived and I re-surfaced at some un-

help but sympathise with me. She’d spotted that I’d asked for
a kit and she felt that I really deserved one. She said that she
had specially set one aside for me and that she had prepared
a list of parts along with instructions on how to put them
together.

Godly hour to find the mince pies gone, the sherry glass
drained and my note had been moved from where I had left

My spirits rose.

it. Had Santa actually read it? Had he noted that I’d been an
exceptionally good boy this year (I had listed all my good
deeds!)? Had he been warmed by the sherry? Was he so
suitably impressed that he would grant me at least one

I was over the moon! One Christmas wish had been granted.
I was actually to get a kit I had long hoped for. This
Christmas really was going to be special, after all.

Christmas wish?
I carefully unfolded the list of parts that she had given me Next stop, the Christmas tree and all the presents stacked
beneath it …… I really was quite excited! The first parcel to

potatoes, sprouts, turkey, carrots, swede, goose fat, Oxo
cubes, peas, etc, etc, etc.

be unwrapped contained socks! The next, M&S underwear.
There followed a succession of parcels containing a shirt,

It was, apparently, my turn to make Christmas dinner!

trousers, a sweater and a pair of gloves. Where was my
loco? Where were the kits I’d asked for? It’s not that I’m
ungrateful, but my hopes were somewhat dashed.

Seriously, I hope you had a great Christmas and I’d like to
wish you the happiest of New Years. May all the good things
that you could wish for come true …… with a few more

And, speaking of dashed, that’s exactly what I did next - back

thrown in as an added bonus.

up the stairs! My wallet was as thin as ever and a quick
glance in the mirror confirmed my worst fear - my waistline

HAPPY NEW YEAR

Macclesfield Model Railway Group
through the On30 Group, supports the development of

“MegaPoints Controllers”
Dave and Sheila wish you a happy, healthy and prosperous New Year
for all the latest news, go to:-

"www.megapointscontrollers.com"

SIZE DOES MATTER!

concerned, was a step too far! I simply wanted passenger

Mike Hebblethwaite

cars that looked the part. Plausible, if you know what I mean,
and wouldn’t look out of place behind a ‘c16’ or a ‘k’ class.

There were these 0n30 Bachmann passenger cars
I decided that a near scale length would suffice - with the

resplendent in their ‘bumble bee’ livery. Very pretty, you might

appropriate lettering and numbering. I know the end results
are not wide enough, the bodies are not tall enough and the
window spacings (and numbers of them) are all wrong……..
but they do look OK behind a ‘c16’ or ‘k’ provided they are
not seen against a train of genuine ‘scale’ passenger cars.

What was the alternative? Scrap or sell off the Bachmann
‘Bumble Bees’ and buy Wiseman kits at $100 a pop or
search t’interweb for secondhand replacements at $150+ a
piece? Bear in mind that whatever I bought would likely have
to be sourced in the USA and would attract import duties,
post and packing charges and VAT (Value Added Tax at 20%)
once they arrived in the UK. Conversion really was a ‘nobrainer’!

I’ve never done this kind of conversion before and it was with
some considerable misgivings about my own abilities that I
took the first saw cut!

Having decided how long the passenger cars should be, I
duly measured along the first car and, fortunately, the
measurement fell exactly between two windows and there
was a panel line to follow between that and the lower panel.

say, but way too short, too narrow and non-existent in 1950!

First saw cut made! This was then repeated on the other side
1950? What’s that got to do with the plot? Well, 1950 just

of the car and the saw line extended across the spacer

happens to be the year we (the 0n30 Group) have picked as

panels across the top of the car body. Of course, this

the setting for our new layout, ‘Purgatory Junction’. Those

measurement would have been meaningless without

‘Bumble Bees’ may look very pretty, but they didn’t exist in

knowing how much would be left over and how it might fit

1950! They, simply, had to go …… especially if the layout

with the second car on the ‘surgeon’s table’ ….. or the third!

was to depict anything that might have run on Colorado rails!

The maths wasn’t that easy but the saw cuts on all four cars

That introduced all kinds of other problems regarding our

were made. Simple!

stock and locomotives, but that is another story!
As it turned out, yes,
and it was with very

Back to the ‘Bumble Bees’.

little to spare! There
Let me say, right off the bat, that others have undertaken

was the question of

projects far more ambitious than this one but everyone has to

what to do with the

start somewhere! I had no intention of converting the

leftovers ….. not that

Bachmann passenger cars into scale replicas of anything

there were so many,

that actually ran on D&RGW rails. That, as far as I was

but perhaps ‘Bobbie’
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gives you some idea of what was left!

The car bodies were then undercoated (oxide primer - car
paint ‘rattle can’) and then finished with Tamiya AS-24 dark

Fortunately, and much more by luck than judgement, I had

green (Luftwaffe). The dark green is as near as I could get to

made all the cuts straight and true. Those panel lines sure

‘Pullman Green’ (a notoriously difficult colour to replicate),

helped! With the aid of ‘superglue’, the car bodies were ‘butt

but the oxide red undercoat adds that slight tinge of red/
brown that is missing from the Tamiya paint. I am quite
pleased with the result that gives a feint and subtle red/brown
undertone to the dark green in certain lights that the original
‘Pullman Green’ had. I applied the Tamiya paint coats before
the oxide red undercoat was fully cured to allow some of the
red colour to ‘bleed’ through.

jointed’ together with stringer reinforcements added.

So much for ‘rattle can’ paintwork’. I love it!

So far so good. All seemed well and the bodies were joined

If I thought the bodies were simple, I was due a rude

together with little need to remedy any misalignment

awakening!

problems. All that was needed was a little tidying up from
Next came cutting the roofs!

Simple, you say. Just cut everything at 90 degrees! Mmm.
That sounds really simple and, for me, it was. Sort of. I
managed to cut one roof absolutely square … and the roof
that was to donate its extension. The remaining two roofs I
made a complete Horlicks of! The second was slightly offsquare and the other hardly warranted the use of the word
‘square’ in any shape, manner or form!

They fitted the cars they were intended for………the first,
perfectly, the second almost and the third with yawning gaps!

Not a good capping for three car bodies that had, so far,
worked out so well. So, how did I cure the problem?

Maybe ‘cure’ isn’t the right word! The roofs were assembled
with strengtheners and stringers so that they were a snug fit

‘over-glueing’. Thank goodness I had a set of reasonably
good ‘riffle (jeweller’s) files’. I was able to re-instate the ‘gaps’
between the car side planking that the excess superglue had
managed to fill! Be warned, however, mishaps can and do
on their respective car bodies and everything aligned

happen ….. but more of those later!

perfectly……. but those gaps!
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A thin liner of styrene was added to the underside of the roof

decals (they’re very good) were used and the method of

panels at the offending joints to:-

applying them was the same as for the c16 locomotive (see

1) add a little strength to what, otherwise, would have been

October 2018). The decals were sourced through EDM

relatively weak joints

Models and, again, I have to thank Paul for his efficient and

2) provide a stop for the fillers I was going to use

very speedy mail order service.

The only thing left was to fill those ‘channels’ - perhaps

Passengers were added to each car, but I opted not to

‘chasms’ might be a more accurate description for some of

repaint the interiors. The cars are no longer lighted so the

them!

interiors are dark anyway! The glazing was then re-attached
to the interiors of each car and the completed bodies were

The most accurate joints were easily sealed and secured

then offered up to their respective chassis for their final

with superglue and the excess carefully filed to produce a

fitting. It was at this point that disaster struck! When originally

smooth and continuous surface to the roof. The bigger gaps

test fitting the bodies I’d made them a really snug fit ….. and
I’d made no allowance whatsoever for several coats of paint
and matt finish. The bodies were no longer a snug fit. They
were bloody tight! So much so that, as I tried to fit the bodies
to the chassis, I managed to break two of the butt-joints!

I’ve managed to repair the joints but they are no longer quite
as ‘hidden’ - in fact one of them is glaringly obvious! I just
couldn’t face stripping back the paint and risk having to
were carefully filled with epoxy resin and, again, filed and

replace the decals. It’s a couple of faults I’m going to have to

sanded to shape.

live with for the time being or, at least, until I pluck up the
courage to ‘bite the bullet’.

Of course, extending the bodies and roofs is all very well, but
they do have to have something to ‘sit’ on, namely a chassis!

Lesson learnt! Test fit everything at each stage as the

The conversion of the Bachmann chassis is incredibly

project progresses.

straightforward! Simply cut it (squarely!) in half and let in a
piece of styrene, suitably strengthened, of the same length

All in all, a very satisfying and much easier project than I had
first feared. It is was not a project that required any great
degree of skill (better planning and frequent test fitting would
have helped), but it did require patience and accuracy.
Unfortunately, the ‘accuracy’ bit let me down with regard to
the roofs and resulted in my having to do more work than I’d
planned to rectify. However, this project has produced a short

as the extension to the bodywork and, hey presto, you have

rake of passenger cars to fit the ‘D&RGW’ theme and was far

an extended chassis! I replaced the truss rods (with wire)

less difficult to achieve than I’d imagined …… so much so

and the queen posts and added turnbuckles to the trusses.

that I’m now thinking of haunting the second hand stalls at

Both the queen posts and the turnbuckles are Grandtline

shows for another three or four passenger cars that I can

products which are now becoming increasingly hard to get

butcher and get right first time (!), now that I know what I’m

hold of since the firm closed down. Thank goodness I have a

doing!

reserve stock of them for scratch building projects!
You may be wondering how or why the baggage car survived
the butchery. Simple really;-

The last part of the conversion of these Bachmann
passenger cars, of course, was the lettering. San Juan
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1) there were examples of ‘shortie’ baggage cars on the

MMRG - 2019 EXHIBITION

‘D&RGW’ system …… I hope!
2) I didn’t have enough donor parts left to convert it!

OK, they are not scale models…. I know their failings ….. but
at least they look the part! They are far less ‘twee’ than the
Bachmann originals and are as near a prototype colour as I
can manage given the 1950 setting. Numbering is largely
fictitious, though it is generally in keeping with the kind of car
modelled.

All you need are the raw materials (i.e. donor vehicles), basic
tools and a steady hand. No matter what scale you model,
there are so many inspirational subjects out there that can be
built by modifying standard manufacturers’ products. I didn’t
make these ‘conversions’ in a workshop or even at a work
bench. They were, for the most part, made on an occasional
table in our caravan in Wales over a wet and very windy
weekend!

If I can do it, you can! Give ‘kit-bashing’ a go and, if you do,
let’s hear about it!

Unfortunately, at the time of ‘going to press’, I didn’t have any
photos of the finished cars. I’ll publish them next month, warts
On January 1 there will only be 68 days to go before the

and all! You can then judge for yourselves how well/badly this

exhibition!

hamfisted kit basher did in achieving the goals set.

It’s an event that is very firmly fixed in the Club’s diary! Is it in

Seriously, though, if you have taken a standard manufactured

yours?

product and turned it into something else, please let us know!
You never know, your ‘kit bashing’ may inspire someone else to

Look out next month (February’s issue) for a full list of which

reach for the razor saw!

layouts and traders are coming and, don’t forget, there is a
free vintage bus service from the town centre! Even if you

MMRG Newsletter readers recommend:-

come to the show by car, it’s still worth a trip down ‘memory

“NARROW GAUGE MODELING COMPANY”

lane’ on the bus. Just take a free circular tour!

Hubbardston
Information will also be published about the show on the

MA, USA

Club’s website and on Facebook.

(1) 978 928 5128
specialising in On18, On2, On3 and On30

Keep up-to-date and click :-

‘narrowgaugemodeling.com'

‘www.macclesfieldmrg.org.uk' for the website, and
‘www.facebook.com/macclesfieldmrg'. Not now! But soon!

and Facebook at ‘Narrow Gauge Modeling
Company’
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BRITISH TRANSPORT POLICE FILES

below the heart with an exit wound at the back. The doctor

Mike Hebblethwaite

telephoned the county police immediately. Sergeants
Jennings and Foster went to the station. The doctor told the
officers: “This man is in a critical condition. He has been shot

The strange case of Arthur Mead, 1936

through the abdomen and he will die very soon. He states
that he was shot by a strange man when travelling in the

The former Great Western Railway was singularly free from

train.”

homicide, but on 3 February 1936, a case broke the peace in

Sergeant Jennings asked the man, who by this time had

dramatic fashion.

regained consciousness, a few questions. He name was
Arthur Mead. He was travelling in the train from Aylesbury,

A sharp crack

and said that a man got in at Risborough, pulled out a
revolver and shot him. He was dark, about 24 or 25, short

At 6pm, Violet Fuller, a machinist, boarded a Paddington train

and thick, wearing a grey trilby hat, no overcoat and a grey

at Princes Risborough. She took a seat in a coach near the

suit. On hearing this Sergeant Jennings immediately

front of the train.

telephoned the railway police at Paddington.

Just outside Risborough Station as the train passed through
a tunnel, Mrs Fuller heard a sharp crack. Almost immediately

Mead's declaration

there was another crack and Fuller thought a carriage door
was open. At Saunderton she looked out of the window but

He conferred again with the doctor and then said to Mead:

saw nothing wrong. As she left the train at High Wycombe

“Your condition is very serious. The doctor knows that you will

she noticed a man sitting in the corner of the compartment

die very soon. Do you understand?” Mead said: “Yes.” The

next to hers. He appeared to be asleep.

sergeant then took Mead’s statement. It read:

Fuller’s train was the 5.42pm from Aylesbury to Paddington.

“I, Arthur Mead of 39 Easton Street, High Wycombe, having

As the guard walked through the train, he saw a man

the fear of death before me and with no hope of recovery,

apparently asleep, looking pale and ill.

make this declaration. I got on the train at Aylesbury where I
went to see my brother-in-law. The man who shot me was not

The train stopped at Beaconsfield and Guard Wood, rather

on the train at Aylesbury. Nobody was in the carriage with me.

anxious, returned to the compartment. The sick man had

I do not know where he got in. I think it must have been

moved and was sitting with his head bent forward. “Don't you

Risborough. There was no argument. He got up from his

feel well?” asked Wood. “No,” mumbled the passenger.

seat, pulled out a revolver and shot me. I had tried to push

Wood realised the man was seriously ill and with the

him off.

assistance of two porters, carefully removed him from the

"I had never seen him before in my life. I think it was before

compartment and took him to the waiting room. Wood saw

we reached Wycombe that I was shot. It must have been,

nothing unusual in the compartment but as a precautionary

otherwise I should have got out there. I had a 10/- note in my

measure locked it on both sides. He then rejoined the train

waistcoat pocket. It was all the money I had.”

and went on to Paddington, arriving at 7.35pm.

Mead tried hard to sign this declaration but could not. He died

Critical condition

at 3.45am.
Meanwhile, the investigation had got underway. Detective

Meanwhile Porter Bingham at Beaconsfield carried out some

Sergeant OC Griffin met the train at Paddington and

first aid and sent for a doctor. While he was waiting for the

examined the compartment. There were no signs of a

doctor the man suddenly said: “A man shot me with a

struggle and no trace of any weapon, but a spent bullet was

revolver.”

found under one of the seats.

Doctor Kipping arrived at 6.45pm and made a thorough
examination. He found a gunshot wound in the left chest just
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Detective Sergeant Rawlins examined the body at

The landlord of the White Lion at Waddesdon had known

Beaconsfield mortuary. The clothing consisted of a fairly thick

Mead since 1919 and saw him on the morning of the tragedy.

overcoat, jacket, waistcoat, shirt and undervest. There were

He said Mead was very depressed and had tried to borrow

clear signs of a firearm having been placed close to the

money from him. All enquiries suggested the case was not

overcoat beneath the heart and fired. The cloth was burnt

one of murder after all, but that Mead’s wound was self-

and there was a faint circular mark which indicated that the

inflicted.

mouth of the weapon had been pressed against the cloth.
Inquest verdict
All platforms at Paddington had been closed and many
people interrogated. Enquiries were made at intermediate

On Wednesday, 19 February 1936, an inquest was held at

stations by Detective Sergeant Bradfield and other officers.

Beaconsfield. “One difficult point,” said the coroner, “is that

No man answering the description had been traced.

Mead stuck to his statement right to the end. The only

At daybreak a search of the line began and a discovery was

suggestions I can make are perhaps that he did not wish the

made by the ganger responsible for the length between

stigma of suicide to fall on the family or he may have thought

Princes Risborough and Saunderton. About half a mile from

in spite of what the doctor said that he would recover and

Saunderton, he found a gun. He picked it up and noticed a

that he would be charged with attempted suicide.” The jury

smell of fired powder. The position in which it was found

returned a verdict that Mead took his own life at a time when

suggested that it had been dropped from the window of a

he was not of sound mind.

London bound train.
The case indicates the circumstances in which a declaration
Discovery of the weapon

made by a dying person will be admissible in evidence. Such
a declaration is deemed relevant when it relates to the cause

The object was a humane killer gun. It was sent to a firearms

of death or to any of the circumstances of the transaction

specialist, who explained the bullet found by Sergeant Griffin

which resulted in death but only when the person making it

had been fired from the humane killer and could not have

has shown to the satisfaction of the court to have been in

been fired from any other weapon.

actual danger of death and to have given up all hope of
recovery at the time when his declaration was made.

When Violet Fuller came forward, her statement made clear
that the fatal shot had been fired between Risborough and

Unfortunately, dying men can, on occasion, as the case of

Saunderton. She said that no-one entered or left Mead’s

Arthur Mead demonstrates, tell lies as well as anybody else.

compartment between Princes Risborough and High
Wycombe.

This story, and a whole host of other information can be
accessed by ‘clicking’ :-

Close investigation was made of Mead’s private life. His wife
said he had served in the army during the First World War
and in consequence his health had deteriorated badly. He

‘http://www.btp.police.uk/about_us/our_history/

had been receiving hospital treatment for some time and his

crime_history/strange_case_of_arthur_mead.aspx'

doctor had advised his removal to a mental hospital.
Mrs Mead said her husband owned two humane killers, one

If you come across any interesting facts, articles or photos

of which she had taken to her brother-in-law. The second one

whilst ‘trawling’ t’interweb, please let us know. We’re always

she knew was in the possession of her husband but she did

interested in the unusual! - ED

not know where. She thought it was the one that had been
found on the line.

Hope we haven’t broken any copyright rules with this one!
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THE WELSHPOOL AND LLANFAIR LIGHT

January 1948 but finally closed with the very last train

RAILWAY

running on the 3rd November 1956. Much of the track still

Dominic Emery

My first memories of the Welshpool & Llanfair Light Railway
were from the time my father took the family there and filmed
with his super 8 camera. Seeing the film years later as it was
put on a DVD, I went to revisit the line with my family only to
find out that the train had broken down and was not running,
I took some photos which were, in this case, slides but they
didn't come out that well. Not my most successful trip!

Back to the present and I have re-found my interest in narrow
gauge railways. I planned a day trip out while I was still in
Berlin before coming over to look after my mother. Welshpool
is not so far away from North Staffordshire so I would be able
to get there and back without leaving my mother alone in the
evening. There was also a steam train service running on the
same weekend. My mum gave me the day off (!) and, with
sets of fully charged batteries in my cameras, I set off after
breakfast.

Perhaps I should start with a bit of history about the line.

The W & L, as it known, is a 2ft 6in gauge line and started at
the old Cambrian Railway standard gauge station (station
no1) at Welshpool in Powys, Wales and finished at Llanfair

existed running through the town into the mid-1960s when

Caereinion just over 9 miles away. Building on the railway

the old cattle market area was redeveloped.

started in 1901 and the first passenger train ran the 4th April
Luckily volunteers formed the Welshpool and Llanfair Light

1903.

Railway Preservation Company Limited in 1960 and had
The railway was built with support from the Earl of Powys,

been working on the line since closure and were able to

using public funds, borrowing, subscriptions and with gifts of

lease the line from BR at the end of 1962. On 28th July 1961

land. It was built to the gauge of 2ft 6in. to save money and

No.1, “The Earl”, returned to the line from storage in

had the advantage over the 2ft 6in. Leek & Manifold Light

Oswestry. Unfortunately the original, attractive coaches had

Railway (that opened a year later) in that it ran directly from a

been disposed of but the W & L were able to obtain some

proper town with a main line connection and was used to

surplus carriages and wagons from an Admiralty line in Kent.

bring agricultural produce to the market. Transporter wagons

A passenger service was re-established on 6th April 1963. A

were considered, but the idea rejected; there was deemed to

blow to the railway came when the Welshpool Borough

be insufficient need to warrant the expense. The W & L was

Council told the railway that they could no longer run trains

run by the Cambrian Railway from the start and absorbed by

through the town, so everything was moved to Llanfair and

the Great Western Railway in 1923. A bus service, owned by

the railway (at the Welshpool end) was cut back to Raven

the Great Western Railway, took most of the passengers and

Square on the outskirts of the town.

the rail passenger service was discontinued in 1931. The line
survived to be taken over by British Railways on the 1st
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By 1969 trains were running between Llanfair and Castle

platform were engineering wagons including two large bogie

Caereinion and the money earned was put back into
restoration. In 1968 four balcony ended 2 axle coaches were
donated by the Zillertalbahn (1) in the Austrian Tirol and in
1969 a large steam engine was bought from Austria. The
railway was able to reopen as far as Sylfaen in 1972. The
steam loco “Joan” No.12 arrived from Antigua in 1971 and
No.14 from Sierra Leone in 1975. On closure of the Sierra
Leone Railway four modern coaches were delivered to Wales
where, after a lot of work, three were put back into service.
Before the restoration of the services to Welshpool the
engines and coaches had to be fitted with continuous brakes.

On the 18th July 1981 the railway started running back into
(Raven Square) Welshpool where an old station building had

ballast hoppers with markings in German. There is a run

been obtained from Eardisley, Herefordshire and restored for

round loop and from the bay platform there are sidings - one

its present use and was opened in 1992. A water tower, built

going off into a locked carriage shed, the other going off to a

over 110 years earlier, was acquired from Pwllheli station,
refurbished and then re-erected on site. To satisfy a need for
more bogie passenger coaches, two were acquired from the
ex-Hungarian State Railway in 1999 and, after extensive
overhauls, entered service in 2003 and 2005. As a result of
many generous donations, three replicas of the original
coaches have been built between 2004 and 2010 at the
Ffestiniog Railway's Boston Lodge carriage works.
Back to my trip!

After driving through the town of Welshpool (I had missed the
bypass!) I arrived at the roundabout at Raven Square and
the W & L station. After parking up, I walked onto the platform
display shed with opened doors. There is also a ramp so that

to await the first train from Llanfair Caereinion. The station

vehicles can be loaded onto or unloaded off lorry trailers.
With the video camera set up on its tripod, the train came
round the corner and down the hill into the platform. The
engine uncoupled and moved forwards into the headshunt to
take on
water from
the water
tower. The
”Grondana
couplings”
are
unusual as
they are a
single

building has a booking office, shop and toilets. In the bay
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sprung buffer in the middle of the buffer beam with a screw

coupling on top . I mentioned the unusual coupling to one of

coaches on the line as I had seen them on a previous visit,

the crew and he said it was difficult to get spares for them as

but I hadn't known that Hungarian coaches had found their

they were now so rare.

way to Wales!

The engine was “Countess” (the original No.2) and is now in

The sun had come out from behind the clouds and the drizzle

Great Western Railway lined green livery with her GW and

had stopped so I decided to get on the balcony directly
behind the loco for my first trip to Llanfair. It was perhaps not
such a good idea as the crew of three in the cab didn't give
me a good view of the line ahead. The line begins to climb as
we leave the station throat out of the valley and to reach the
original track formation. After passing the open level crossing
at New Drive the long hard climb up the nearly mile long 1:29
Golfa Bank starts as we veer away from the road. The line
curves around the hillside taking the best route upwards till
we reach the Golfa Summit at 603ft - we’d climbed 300ft in
two miles, having passed through the wooded Powys Estate
and scaring hundreds of pheasant. On the return trip, hearing
shotgun fire and seeing drovers, it was clear that they were
there to be shot by paying guests …. the pheasant, that is,

BR number 823 and looking very fine indeed as you can see

not the drovers! During the climb I noticed how the engine

on the photos. No.1 “The Earl“ and No.2 “Countess” are the

was struggling on the wet and slippy rails, even slipping once

original engines built for the line in 1902 by Beyer Peacock &

or twice before gaining adhesion again. At the top of the

Co. Ltd at their Gorton Foundry in Manchester. With their

climb the train stops for the engine to recover and get steam

sturdy and compact form, they are perfectly suited for the

up, if needed, before we drop down a steep descent to

steep gradients on

Sylfaen Halt (two and three quarter miles from Welshpool)

the line. The train

which is on the A458 road. The countryside has opened out

itself was a

and gives magnificent views of wooded hills on both sides of

mixture of

the track, before we have to start climbing again to reach a

passenger stock.

second summit at 578ft and an open level crossing at

I had known that

Coppice Lane. From here we descend down to Castle

there were ex-

Caereinion (three and three quarter miles) an important point

Zillertalbahn (2)

on the railway where the original signal box from the
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Cambrian era survives. Here is a passing loop and two

that had been painted in the livery of a Llanfair coal and lime

platforms. On leaving the station we cross over the B4385

merchant. An 00 gauge model of the wagon was on sale in

road down to the village which is protected by modern

the station shop. In a siding next to the shed was an ex-

automatic barriers installed in 2015 to improve safety.

Zillertalbahn transporter wagon. What the railway use it for I
have no idea! We now follow the road to the station at

There now follows the half mile descent of Dolarddyn Bank

Llanfair Caereinion (eight miles) from Raven Square. This is

as we drop down the 1: 32 gradient heading for the basin of

the western terminus of the line and headquarters of the

the River Banwy and we come to Cyfronydd (five and three

railway. The original corrugated iron booking office and

quarter miles) which was built to serve Cyfronydd Hall and its
small hamlet. There is a passing loop here and trains are
crossed on busy days. The waiting room is the body of what
looks like an old guards van (caboose) and is, perhaps, of

waiting room are now the company's registered office. A
crossing over the track, via a small, removeable footbridge,
leads to the rebuilt goods shed which now houses a tearoom,
souvenir shop and ticket office. Outside there are picnic
Cambrian Railways origin. After crossing the six arch

facilities which quite a few of the passengers made use of. I

Brynelun Viaduct we travel down a short 1: 24 gradient to

stayed inside to get warm with my bowl of soup! On the other

reach the River Banwy. We cross the substantial three span

side of the footbridge is the rest of the head shunt and there

Banwy bridge over the river which, in the past, has caused

stands No.14 built by the Hunslet Engine Company, Leeds in

quite a few problems for the railway and large sums of

1954. This 2-6-2T was supplied to the Sierra Leone Railway.

money have been spent on the structure.

We are now following the river and pass Honiarth Halt (six
and three quarter miles) which once had a loop for timber
and farm traffic. There is a small shelter for passengers
waiting at this ‘on demand’ halt. Carrying on, we pass a
riverside water tower which is no longer in use and I forgot to
take a photo! Following a short climb, we pass the 1989 built
carriage shed on our
left hand side with
some interesting
passenger and goods
stock outside,
including a new one of

Saved from being scrapped, it came to the line in 1975 and

an original private

entered traffic in 1978. She was withdrawn from service in

owner coal wagon
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2010 as she needs a new boiler and there is a collection box

for donations. Our engine left its train in the single platform
and moved up to the head shunt to fill its tanks and then
went behind the train to get its bunker filled with coal.

The one hour stop in Llanfair before the next train leaves for
Welshpool allows enough time to get lunch and even walk to
the town. I stayed on the platform taking photos . I spoke to a
passing volunteer and I asked if I could look inside the single

article about the railway for the MMRG Newsletter and he
told me that he had 5 minutes to show me around the
workshops! I quickly followed him and took some photos.
Inside were No. 11 “Ferret”, a 1940 built the Hunslet Engine
Co. Ltd, Leeds 0-4-0 diesel built originally as a flameproof
machine. It had worked at an Admiralty armament depot in
Wiltshire! The newly returned frames for No.10, “Sir
Drefaldwyn”, were in the shed with a visitor, “Chevallier”. The
silver painted boiler for No.10 was outside behind the
road engine shed. He said he would escort me if I waited

workshops.

until he had spoken with the General Manager. On coming
back we crossed the tracks and I was able to take pictures of

Standing outside, in front of the workshops, was diesel No. 7

“The Earl” (originally No.1) 822 in BR unlined black and

“ Chattenden”, an 0-6-0 built by E.E.Baguley at Burton-onTrent in 1949 and now has a Gardner engine developing 150
h.p. In an emergency, this loco can be used to haul
passenger trains but is more usually used on the heavier
engineering trains. Also in front of the workshops stood
No17, a much more modern loco painted in bright yellow and

“Joan” No.12, a Kerr Stuart, built in 1927 for a sugar cane
company in Antigua in the West Indies where she was
withdrawn and, after rebuilding, entered service on the W & L
in 1977. The loco received a new boiler in 2011 as well as
other modifications to increase her capacity. The gentleman
also told me that “The Earl” was not in good shape and

red. With its 230 h.p. engine, it was built in Germany by the

needed work done to it. Luckily the season was nearly at an

Diephulzer Works near Bremen in 1979 and was one of 91

end for 2018. I told the volunteer that I would be writing an
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built for the Taiwan Sugar Corporation. No175 came to

Llanfair in 2004. There’s also the chassis from Hunslet 0-4-0

standard gauge track was a ex-GW five plank wagon, which

“Scooby”. In a siding opposite the platform was another three

is owned by the NRM, and is going to be part of a display

coach train again with one Hungarian and two ex-

about the transhipment of goods between standard and

Zillertalbahn coaches. No. 8 “Dougal”, a small Andrew

narrow gauge.

Barclay 0-4-0T from 1946, has gone over to Taiwan on loan
and may be brought back to steam there.

If you get the chance please go and visit this interesting line
with its steep gradients and lovely countryside.The website is

As 13:00 approached I got back on the balcony of the front

a mine of information.

coach for my first trip back. I spent most of the time filming
the train and countryside.

What I found as being extremely interesting was that there
was such a mixture of stock from so many different countries.

For my second trip up the line to Llanfair I went on the back

It means that a freelance narrow gauge model railway can

balcony of the last coach from where I could take photos and

have stock from anywhere and still be authentic! Is it a case

film the whole train and film the track behind. Talking of the

of a real railway reflecting the interests of railway modellers?

track, the jointed, well laid and very smooth riding track had
both wooden and concrete sleepers. It's probably

More information about the railway, its locos and rolling

not surprising that the ride was so good, the line has got its

stock, timetables and activities can be easily found at:-

own 2ft 6in gauge, 1986 built Plasserrail of South Africa
tamper numbered UGM No.9. It arrived at the W&L in 1999

‘www.wllr.org.uk' (in English and Welsh!)

as it was no longer needed in the South Africa mines

https://en-gb.facebook.com/WelshpoolSteamRailway/

railways.
MMRG Newsletter readers recommend :I did two full trips on the line and enjoyed every minute. I did
“THE MODEL CENTRE”

not get to see the three replica W&L coaches. I guess they
were locked away from ‘prying eyes’! On arriving back a last

Hill Farm, Beck Hole, Whitby, North Yorkshire,

time at Welshpool and then waiting for the last train of the

YO22 5LF

day to leave I had a look in the display shed. Inside is
‘cosmetically rebuilt’ No.6 “Monarch”, originally manufactured

01947 899125
“www.themodelcentre.com"

MMRG Newsletter readers recommend :“WALTONS of ALTRINCHAM”
30, Stamford St, Altrincham, WA14 1EY
0161 928 5940
“www.WaltonsModels.co.uk”

MMRG Newsletter readers recommend :“CHESHIRE MODELS”

by W.G. Bagnall of Stafford. As a four cylinder articulated

37, Sunderland Street, Macclesfield

engine, it was the last narrow gauge steam engine built for

01625 511646

industrial use in Britain and went new to Bowater Lloyd's
paper mills at Sittingboune, Kent. On a short piece of
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www.cheshiremods.org.uk

detail.

CALLING ALL IN ‘FOREIGN PARTS’
Mike Hebblethwaite

Let me give you an example. A few weeks ago I was really
One of the amazing facts about this Newsletter is the number

impressed by a post about building a really great looking,

of countries where downloads take place - the UK

‘backwoodsie’, flat car with a timber load. The model was

(obviously!), the U.S.A., Holland, Germany, Belgium,

beautifully constructed, well weathered and photographed in

Australia, New Zealand, Canada and, occasionally, Spain,

a setting that ‘did it proud’ ….. very convincing and realistic.

Portugal, Greece, Russia and Israel!

You might think, from that description, that the setting was in
the USA. It was not. It was New Zealand! A few ‘comments’

There is no doubt that some of the downloads can be

and ‘replies’ on the website were nowhere near enough to

attributed to people on holiday, the odd one or two to those

give me the information I needed to understand how the

making business trips, even those who’s e-mail providers are

model was built, what had inspired it, how it had been so

based in California (about 33 of our readers)! Some are ‘ex-

superbly weathered ….. and that did not even begin to

pats’ who like to stay in touch. That still does not account for

answer the many questions I had about the layout that it was

all the ‘foreign’ downloads, by any means! The November

a part of! It took 14 e-mails from me (and a similar number of

issue of the Newsletter was downloaded, for example, by 108

replies!) to fully appreciate what it had taken to produce the

people outside the UK purely in response to postings on

model and its setting!

Facebook (and related sites)! Additionally, I have no way of
knowing how many downloads are as a result of people

That’s the part that’s missing on websites, the ‘how I did it’ bit

forwarding the Newsletter to friends, family and fellow rail

and the ‘where it fits on my layout’.

enthusiasts. Simply on the strength of that information it is
apparent that around 40%, or so, of our readership lives well

I know this isn’t the most widely circulated publication in the

beyond our home shores!

world, but it does have a, recently, rapidly growing
readership! Maybe you could help to boost it.

To all those of you outside the UK I would like to say
‘welcome’ and I hope that you long continue to enjoy this

Could you provide an article about a project you are thinking

modest publication……we do try to foster an interest in

of posting to a website? Could your article tell folk how you

model railways of all scales and subject matter as well as

built it, painted it and how it fits with the rest of your layout?

providing information about 12”:1ft railways. They are, of

If you could do that, then your post to the website could be

course, the ‘raw’ material we base our modelling on and are

supported by a more detailed account with a link to your

the source of inspiration and ideas for all that we do!

article in this Newsletter. Maybe you have your own website
and links to this can also be included in any article.

Railway modelling, contrary to many ill-informed beliefs, is
not an insular hobby. We can, and do, produce layouts as

One of the things I’ve noticed, more that anything else, about

group projects, we exchange information, skills and ideas

website/discussion forums/and the like is that they very

and we make and maintain contacts with people with similar

quickly ‘run out of steam’. They are all about ‘sound bytes’

interests way beyond our national borders. The internet has,

and short responses, usually little more than a ‘pat on the

despite its many failings, enabled railway modellers to form

back’. They don’t carry any depth of detail. How much better

friendships, interest groups and discussion forums on a

would those posts be if they were backed up with a linked

global scale. There has never before been such an

article? Mmmmm. Food for thought.

opportunity for all of us to inform others about our interests
You might live far from the UK’s shores, but there is a

and the projects we are involved in.

genuine interest in what you do and how you do it…..and, it
would seem, from a growing audience around the world.

However, by their very nature, social media posts about our
interests, projects and layouts are brief and contain little

16

INSIDE MAYFIELD STATION, MANCHESTER
Tony Hallett
As you enter Piccadilly Station, look to the South; there you
will see a large brick edifice, neglected and apparently ready
to fall down. This was Manchester Mayfield, opened around
1910 as a relief station for Piccadilly, then called London
Road. Look at it while you still can, for it is about to be
redeveloped.

Buffers remain! These were water-powered (hydraulically cushioned) and
may have survived this long because of their sheer weight

the return journey that is a quarter of an hour out of a one
hour break, even before the time of the actual train trip is
considered. Nevertheless, the station continued in passenger
use into the 1960s.

View towards the city showing Mayfield next to Piccadilly. The Star and
Garter pub, which is not to be demolished, can be seen alongside the station

I was fortunate enough to join one of the final tours of the
existing site and received a clear insight into the station’s
chequered life.

End of the line and the end of an era!

Local services were its mainstay: some to places like Marple
and dear old Macclesfield. During the war it was a
convenient location for the hospital trains after D-Day. When
Piccadilly was being modified for the electrification scheme,
some long-distance workings used Mayfield. Electrification
completed, Mayfield was converted to a parcels station with
trains arriving at unusually raised platforms so luggage could
be rolled off the vans. A ramp the length of the station was
What remains of the canopy and the original station buildings

constructed for the motorised trains of goods trolleys to reach

It was never a popular station, even when it opened. Mayfield

the under-station sorting area, which was effectively a huge

was linked to Piccadilly by a bridge extending from roughly

warehouse. Once the platforms were raised, the station

where the existing bridge across the station now is. It served

could no longer be used by passenger trains.

local trains, and in 1910 people in Manchester still went
home for lunch in their hour’s lunch break. Mayfield was not

Today there is no track; a couple of sets of buffers remain,

really helpful to this tradition: from entering Piccadilly and

and poignantly one BRUTE trolley. The concrete platforms

crossing the bridge to Mayfield took at least 7 minutes; with
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are very overgrown, much of the canopy has been removed,

LAST CHANCE

View outwards, showing the very high platforms that enabled goods to be
unloaded without lifting.

and the below-track area is dark and empty. The foot of the
stairs to the Piccadilly bridge is visible. Under the station
films and plays take place, but this seems only temporary.
U+I, who now own the site, are planning a couple of tower
blocks and the former cotton mill area near the river is to be
a park. Although most of what is there now will disappear, the
plans envisage keeping part of the shell of the building.

Of course, it could have been the site of Manchester’s HS2
station….but that would have taken some thought!

Could this be the subject of an interesting layout? Have you
visited anywhere of interest? Maybe you’ve got a few photos
and could put a few comments together - ED

MMRG Newsletter readers recommend :“TRIDENT TRAINS”
Unit 10, The Craft Arcade, Dagfields Craft Centre,
Crewe Road, Walgherton, Nantwich, Cheshire,
There are just a couple of places left! If you’d like a seat at

CW5 7LG

the table, please e-mail your menu choice, asap, to:01270 842400

“MMRG-NewsLetter@hotmail.com”

www.tridenttrains.co.uk

It’s an evening of excellent food, like minded company and
great beers and wines.
MMRG Newsletter readers recommend :-

Make sure you don’t miss out - check your diary now and
send in your e-mail!

“S.M.T.F.” (model shop)
Brookside Garden Centre, London Road North,
Poynton, Cheshire, SK12 1BY

VERY FEW PLACES LEFT - THREE TO BE

01625 850427

PRECISE! DON’T MISS OUT - BOOK NOW!!
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CROSSINGS. YOU’D THINK THEY’D LEARN….

….. AND, IT WOULD SEEM, NOT GOOD FOR
TRAINS EITHER! …….

…….BUT THEY DON’T!

…..ESPECIALLY IF IT’S THE TRAIN YOU NEED
TO CATCH!
“PURGATORY PEAK’S” OFF TO PONTEFRACT
If you’ve not seen ‘Purgatory Peak’ for a while, then why not
try and get to Pontefract’s show (26 and 27 January) and see
what changes we’ve made? There’s a few ‘new’ locos and

SMOKING’S BAD FOR YOUR HEALTH ….

several new items of rolling stock. The team’s still the same well, we couldn’t change everything, could we?

If you do come along, please stop by the layout and say,
“Hello”. We’re always glad to see old friends and readers of
this Newsletter who we may not have met for some time.

It’s always a great show at Pontefract and very friendly. If you
are in the area or are looking for a trip out, this show is always
worth a visit.

For more details, simply ‘click’ the links below:https://nprms.co.uk and
http://ukmodelshops.co.uk/events/y2019/m1 (click January)

MMRG Newsletter readers recommend :“WALTONS of ALTRINCHAM”
30, Stamford St, Altrincham, WA14 1EY
0161 928 5940
“www.WaltonsModels.co.uk”
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THE LAST WORD

Christmas is over and, hopefully, you had a great one. There,

MMRG Newsletter readers recommend :-

now, remains the New year to look forward to and I hope that
“CHESHIRE MODELS”

it fulfils every good wish that you may have …… along with a

37, Sunderland Street, Macclesfield

few ‘bonuses’ for good measure!

01625 511646
HAPPY NEW YEAR

www.cheshiremods.org.uk

It looks like 2019 could be a busy year for yours truly with
quite a few changes and additions to this Newsletter ….. and

CLUB CONTACTS AND WEB ADDRESSES

that should keep me busy! Just how I like it to be. I’m not
going to give anything away, you’ll simply have to wait and
see.

Newsletter:e-mail
telephone

“MMRG-NewsLetter@hotmail.com"
07761 122126

There are, of course, important events for the Club on the
horizon. There is the annual show in March (February’s issue
will be ‘stacked full’ of info about that) and, later, the AGM in

Macclesfield Model Railway Group:-

which, member or not, you can play an important part. There
will be a lot more information about this a little nearer the
time.

web site

‘www.macclesfieldmrg.org.uk'

e-mail

‘macclesfieldmodelrailwaygroup@gmail.com'

telephone

07796 457978

For those of you who have access to ’t’interweb’, there will
07761 122126

be lots of information about the show posted on the Club’s
website, ‘www.macclesfieldmrg.org.uk', and to the Club’s

Twitter

www.twitter.com/@MacclesfieldMRG

Facebook

www.facebook.com/macclesfieldmrg

Facebook page, www.facebook.com/macclesfieldmrg. For
those who like to ‘trawl’ the internet, you will also come
across postings on many of the local ‘For Sale’ sites (again,
Facebook).

If you would like to contact the Newsletter or Macclesfield Model Railway
Group for any reason, simply ‘click’ on the appropriate red link above.

Why am I telling you this? Simply because, if you do come
across any of the Facebook postings, I would ask you,
please, to ‘LIKE’ and ‘SHARE’ them. This would help us

Don’t forget ……… your Committee members are:-

immensely in getting our event ‘out there’ and help in getting

Chairman

Shaun Horrocks

Vice Chairman

Mike Hebblethwaite

Treasurer

Alan Ashton

process a staggering 16,000 people would know about the

Secretary

Tom McDonough

show! Makes you think, doesn’t it? One simple ‘click’ could,

Member reps

it talked about. Did you know that if just 20 people ‘SHARED’
each post and, of those that received it, a paltry 10%
forwarded it by ‘SHARING’, by the 5th generation of that

potentially, have such a vast effect. One simple ‘click’ on your

Colin Moores
Tony Hallatt

part could encourage dozens of others to come to the show -

Steve Nixon

wouldn’t that be fantastic for both the show and the Club if
Gerry Ogden

every reader was to do it? You really can play your part in
making this show the biggest and best ever. Who knows how

Newsletter Editor

many records we could break?
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Mike Hebblethwaite

