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Remember - 

When you stop 
believing in 

Santa you get 
underwear!
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THE NEWSLETTER 

YOUR TEAM (so far) 

Editor      Mike Hebblethwaite 

Research (internet trawling!)   Mike Hebblethwaite 

The fun bits    Mike Hebblethwaite 

     Alek Adamski 

If you would like to join the team and set up a regular (or even occasional!) 
feature, please contact the Editor. At the moment this Newsletter is too 
much a “one man band”!  All contributions are welcome. 

CONTACT THE NEWSLETTER 

The Newsletter now has its own e-mail contact address, which is :- 

“MMRG-NewsLetter@hotmail.com” 

We hope we will have a very full ‘in-tray’ each month!  

Any ideas about what we should include, any contributions you may wish to 
make about yourself and your interests, any news, recommended hobby 
outlets or just a general “Hi” to fellow readers would be very welcome. 

It’s your Newsletter! Use it. 

NEWSLETTER POLICY 

This Newsletter is freely distributed to regular subscribers and is available 
to download through Macclesfield Model Railway Group’s web site. Some 
of our information is derived from the internet and we try to acknowledge 
sources where ever we can. However, it is not always possible to trace 
original sources with the limited facilities that we have and we apologise 
unreservedly in advance for any oversight. 

As a reader/recipient of this Newsletter, you are free to distribute it 
amongst your friends and family, other clubs and societies to which you 
may belong or use any part of it to promote and further interest in railway 
modelling. 

MMRG claims no copyright of any of the content and you are free to use 
any part of it for any non-profit making purpose you wish. Should you wish 
to use any of the content in any documentation of your own, all that we ask 
is that, as a courtesy, you forward us a copy. 

With regard to commercial/for profit use of our material, we have to rely on 
trust - we have no way of monitoring such use. If you do intend to use our 
material in such a way, please ask for permission first. It is unlikely to be 
refused but, at the very least, an acknowledgement would be expected in 
return. 

COMMERCIAL ADVERTISING 

Our policy, at present, is that this publication will carry no commercial 
advertising. It is a Newsletter! However, should you wish to place an 
“advertising article” concerning a new product, an up-grade to an existing 
product or a more general “of benefit/interest to railway modellers” article, 
please contact ‘The Editor” via e-mail initially. It is understood that such 
features do not carry the endorsement of MMRG unless specified. 

AND FINALLY 

This Newsletter is produced for and on behalf of Macclesfield Model 
Railway Group as part of their ‘constitutional obligation’ to promote and 
support the hobby of railway modelling. MMRG, under it’s own rules, is 
obliged to pursue ‘educational’ opportunities within the hobby and this 
Newsletter is proud to play its part. 

No price can be placed on the value of ‘education’, which is why this 
Newsletter is, and always will be, free. 

————————————————————— 
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EDITORIAL

Christmas already? How can it be? I haven’t finished paying 

for the last one yet and I’m not sure that I can afford this one 

with all the stock I’ve got to alter (see page 10). San Juan 

Decals has made a fortune out of me recently! I might even 

let you know how I’ve got on with repainting and ‘re-labelling’ 

a variety of box and stock cars, a handful of reefers and the 

‘conversion’ of a few passenger cars……warts and all! But 

you’ll have to wait until 2019. Do try to contain your 

excitement!

That’s the problem with ‘winter hibernation’ and digging out 

all those projects that have been waiting their turn in the 

‘round-tuit’ drawer/box/cupboard for way too long…… you 

simply lose track of time! Or, at least, I do and especially so 

as I have a target date for completing the bulk of them.

I suspect I’m not alone in getting down to some long overdue 

modelling now that the dark nights are with us. You’ll see, in 

our first article this month, that Phil Mason has been busy. I 

do hope that his burnt fingers are healed in time for 

Christmas! He’s set you a nice little project to hone your 

soldering skills.

On a totally different note, our good friend Kathy Danby has 

offered something entirely new for this Newsletter. A recipe!

We’ve never featured one before but, hey, it’s Christmas and 

this one sounds particularly tasty! Time to get the blender out 

of mothballs (or give it a really good clean after its use as a 

paint stirrer!) and give this recipe a try this Christmas.

And speaking of Christmas, our Annual Post-Christmas 

Christmas Dinner takes place on Friday, January 11th. It’s not 

sub-titled ‘The Annual Mega-Nosh’ for nothing! It is, perhaps, 

best described as a ‘belt strainer’ meal and is a fine example 

of the best home cooking. It is always over-subscribed (only 

16 seats) so, please, book early to avoid disappointment (see 

page 6).

The eagle eyed amongst you will have noticed that the word 

‘Christmas’ has been mentioned 7 times (8 now) in the space 

of 6 short paragraphs and that really must be a less than 

subtle cue for what’s coming next ……

To all our readers in the UK, the U.S.A, Germany, Holland, 

Ireland, Australia, New Zealand, Canada, where ever in this 

world you might be ….

HAVE A TRULY 

WONDERFUL 

CHRISTMAS 
See you next year! 

Macclesfield Model Railway Group 
through the On30 Group, supports the development of 

“MegaPoints Controllers” 
We hope you have a very merry Christmas 

for all the latest news, go to:- 

"www.megapointscontrollers.com"
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AS THIS YEAR HITS THE 
BUFFERS, HERE’S ONE YOU 
CAN BUILD!

RAIL BUILT BUFFER STOP
Phil Mason

(Dimensions are for 3 mm scale; technique should work for 2 

or 4 mm scale. I've even made the numbers easy to scale up 

or down. Increase by 33% for ’00’ or3 mm reduce by 33% for 

’N’). 

1 Glue five copper clad sleepers to a piece of card

2 Solder two lengths of rail (preferably bull head) around 39 

mm long to the sleepers

3 Cut four 21 mm and four 27 mm lengths of rail. 

4 Now the difficult bit. Mark off with a fine felt tip the nose of 

some fairly fine pliers a point where they are 3 mm wide. 

5 Bend 3 mm of the end of each rail about 60 deg. Then 

bend the other end about 30 deg. The two ends should now 

be 90 deg to each other with a straight bit in between. 

6 Drill a 0.6 mm hole (to take Peco track pin) 1.5 mm from 

each end and drill two holes in the rails attached to the 

sleepers 27 mm apart. See photo 1.

7 Using track pins put together one side, with one piece of 

the buffer assembly either side of the running rail, bending 

over the pin to hold the pieces in place. 

PHOTO 1
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8 The result should look like a 

child's 30 geometry degree set 

square. If so, you can solder it all 

together. 

9 Repeat for other side. 

10 Cut two 24 mm pieces of rail 

for the buffer beam and solder in 

place. Remember to leave a gap 

between the buffer and the layout 

track, at least on one side, to 

avoid a short circuit. You can snip 

off the excess track pin or remove 

it all together. See photo 2. 

So, several hours and several 

singed fingers later and using 

18ins of rail (in OO) you'll have a 

buffer stop to be proud of (see Photo 3) and worth all of 50p. 
But that's modelling! Have fun.
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THE ANNUAL POST CHRISTMAS CHRISTMAS ‘MEGA NOSH’

WHEN?		 	 19.30 FOR 20.00 HRS 

	 	 	 FRIDAY 11th 11thJANUARY 2018 

WHERE?	 	 ‘THE DOLPHIN’ 

	 	 	 WINDMILL ST, MACCLESFIELD, SK11 7HS 

HOW MUCH?	 	 £20.00 (including all gratuities) same price as last year!! 

RATING?	 	

Another year, another ‘Mega Nosh’ 

courtesy of our hostess, Bev, at 

MMRG’s favourite ‘watering hole’.

For those of you who have already 

sampled the mega-portions of home 

cooked fare that Bev provides, I don’t 

need to remind you that you should 

not eat anything for at least 8 hours 

before this meal, you should have at 

least two spare notches on your belt 

and you should, in no way, think you 

can count this as part of a calorie 

controlled diet!

For those of you who haven’t been 

before, please make note of the 

advice I didn’t need to give to those 

that have!

At £20.00 this meal, on the face of it, 

may seem a tad pricey but it does 

include a well earned tip for the staff 

who serve us so well …… and it is still 

the same price as last year’s ‘Mega 

Nosh’!

Excellent beers and wines, great 

company and a meal fit for a king … 

what’s not to like about it?

To book, simply send an e-mail to the 

Newsletter with your menu choices 

and your booking will be confirmed as 

soon as possible. However, priority will 

be given to those who were 

disappointed last time ……. there are 

just 16 places available on a first 

come, first served basis …… so don’t 

delay!

This is open to all MMRG members 

and Newsletter readers, but demand 

is always higher than available places 

so book early to secure your seat.6



COLOURED LIGHT SIGNALS FOR 
‘ADLESTROP’ GARDEN RAILWAY (Gauge 1)
Pat Honey

Once the main issues of construction and track laying had 

been accomplished, I decided that the next step should be to 

manufacture and install colour light signals in scale but large 

enough to be seen from a distance.

There are so many layouts which miss out on atmosphere by 

not having correct signalling whether it be with semaphores 

or colour light ones !

There is nothing available 

commercially in Gauge 1, so 

the first thing I had to do was 

source suitable light heads! I 

found a limited supply in 

China (Oh, the wonders of 

the web!) with a green and 

red LED head. They were 

prewired with green, red and 

black wires and the black 

wires also had a resistor in 

line.

Wiring was not complicated in 

that for power I ran a 12V 

tinned copper wire loom for 

both platform lighting and 

coloured signal feeds from 

the shed around (underneath) 

the whole layout and this was 

fed by a separate, labelled 12 

volt transformer in the shed.

Platform and building lights were joined on to this loom in 

pairs and I used grain of wheat bulbs for them.

Coloured light power was activated via a large microswitch to 

each signal and the micro switch is worked by manual 

connection to the point tie bar. 

The Black lead from the signal head is connected to one side 

of the power loom, the other side of the power loom is 

connected to the single side tag of the micro switch, 

completing the circuit.

The green wire of one head and a red wire from the other 

head are brought together and soldered together to make 

one wire going on to the micro switch. Likewise the other red 

and green are joined – ending up with 2 wires to the 

microswitch.

These are attached to the 2 tags on the end of the 

microswitch. Polarity of these was determined by trial and 

error on fitting to get the correct result from the heads as per 

track setting.

With that resolved I had to take into account that for the 

starter at the end of a siding a single head would suffice. On 

this railway, all exit points are trailing for simplicity of 

operations. The switching from red to green, and vice versa, 

has to be operated from the entry point microswitch.

However the greatest need was for light heads to be in pairs 

above each track. This meant constructing gantries with

some of them mounted on side posts jutting out to cover 2 

diverging tracks. Others would have to cross the whole 

railway line covering multiple tracks and Junctions, etc.

Each position for a gantry was inspected and measurements 

taken for me to make a specific unit for each site. 
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I used ¼ inch square brass tubing for uprights and I 

manufactured a brass base for each one depending on the 

area of base board available for fitting it later on. All were 

drilled for attaching screws to the baseboard and also drilled 

with hole up into the post to allow wiring to access the loom 

underneath the baseboard.

The gantry walkway spans were individually calculated and 

then made from 20 mm wide brass flat to the required length.

Holes were drilled where heads were be mounted to allow 

the wiring to be fed through to the underside of the 

walkway.

Handrail holes were drilled at 20 mm intervals and hand 

rails were soldered up by using brass rod.

I made a jig for making ladders and as they would be 

upright I also had to make safety hoops for them all.

No hoops are required on the single post siding signals as 

they are not so high and it was possible to just make an 

angled straight ladder for them.

The walkway platform was soldered to the top of the upright 

and supported by soldering on an angle tube support.

Wires could then be collected and taken together under the 

walkway to the upright and, where possible, were threaded 

through, in to and then down inside the upright (where this 

was not practicable they were taken down on the outside of 

the upright and painted over).

All the manufacturing and assembly was done at the 

workbench and when the time came for installing it was an 

easy exercise with the results speaking for themselves!8



SO YOU THINK POLITICAL CORRECTNESS IS 
NEW? 

A conductor on the Chicago & Alton Railroad is reported as 

having forbidden honeymoon “billing and cooing.” Observing 

a bridegroom’s arm out of place he forbade further 

demonstrations. “But I have a right to hug her,” said John.  

“Not on a railroad,” said the conductor, “there is a law 

against all unjust discriminations on railroads, and as I 

haven’t a woman for each man on the train to hug, your 
action is in violation of the law and must be stopped.” — 

Bedrock Democrat, Baker City, Oregon, March 11, 1874.


*********************************


A man and a woman, who had never met before, found 

themselves assigned to the same sleeping compartment on 

a transcontinental train.  Although initially embarrassed and 

uneasy over sharing a room, the two are tired and fall asleep 

quickly — he in the upper bunk and she in the lower.  At 2:00 
a.m., he leans over and gently wakes the woman, saying, 

“Ma’am, I’m sorry to bother you, but would you be willing to 

reach into the closet to get me a second blanket?  I’m 

awfully cold.”  “I have a better idea,” she replies. “Just for 

tonight, let’s pretend that we’re married.”  “Wow!  That’s a 

great idea!!” he exclaims.  “Good,” she replies.  “Get your 

own damned blanket!”


****************************************


HOW TO DEVELOP A REALISTIC TRACK PLAN

Step 1 - open your pack of spaghetti ……………

MMRG Newsletter readers recommend :- 

“S.M.T.F.” (model shop) 

Brookside Garden Centre, London Road North, 
Poynton, Cheshire, SK12 1BY 

01625 850427

MMRG Newsletter readers recommend :- 

“TRIDENT TRAINS” 

Unit 10, The Craft Arcade, Dagfields Craft Centre, 
Crewe Road, Walgherton, Nantwich, Cheshire,  

CW5 7LG 

01270 842400 

www.tridenttrains.co.uk

MMRG Newsletter readers recommend:- 

“NARROW GAUGE MODELING COMPANY” 

Hubbardston 

MA, USA 

(1) 978 928 5128 

specialising in On18, On2, On3 and On30 

‘narrowgaugemodeling.com' 

and Facebook at ‘Narrow Gauge Modeling 

Company’

MMRG Newsletter readers recommend :- 

“WALTONS of ALTRINCHAM” 

30, Stamford St, Altrincham, WA14 1EY 

0161 928 5940 

“www.WaltonsModels.co.uk”

MMRG Newsletter readers recommend :- 

“THE MODEL CENTRE” 

Hill Farm, Beck Hole, Whitby, North Yorkshire,  

YO22 5LF 

01947 899125 

“www.themodelcentre.com"
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THE YEAR IS NOT THE ONLY THING COMING 
TO AN END!
Mike Hebblethwaite

Five Bachmann 0n30 passenger cars that, shortly, will be 

looking very different  ……. I hope!

Whilst they are very colourful, they are no longer ‘fit for 

purpose’. They are too short, too narrow and they are painted 

in the D&RGW’s ‘bumble bee’ livery that, in reality, only came 

into being in the early 1950s. Our 0n30 Group’s new layout 

(Purgatory Junction), whilst still set loosely in Colorado and 

will feature D&RGW locomotives and rolling stock, has 1950 

as a target year for its setting. Too early for ‘bumble bees’!!

We, as a team, are also going to be a lot stricter about what 

appears on the layout so, not only are these passenger cars 

going to change radically, there is also a ‘flurry of activity’ 

taking place to convert much of the rest of the rolling stock to 

represent D&RGW practice…….between us (Neil Fraser, 

Shaun Horrocks and myself) we have an awful lot of stock! In 

truth, much of it never appeared on the narrow rails of 

Colorado and more than a few examples of our rolling stock 

never appeared on any rails ……. anywhere!!

These 5 patients are now residing in the ‘surgical ward’ and 

are awaiting their turn ‘under the knife’. 

I’ll let you know how they get on once I’ve plucked up the 

courage to take a razor saw to £200+ ($260) worth of, 

otherwise, perfectly good models …….. when I can stop my 

hands from shaking!!

WHAT ELSE IS IN STORE FOR 2019?

As ever, we have our annual show in March and preparations 

are very much in hand……. layouts have been booked (only 

a couple more needed), traders are pretty much finalised, we 

have more stock for our second hand stall than ever before 

(and the promise of more to come!) and, following last year’s 

success, how could we have a show without the ‘big red bus’ 

that was such a hit with the young and not so young alike?

The venue is booked and so is the catering which is, 

arguably, amongst the best on the ‘show circuit’.

10

I said to the ticket clerk, "I want to go to Paris". 
She said, “Eurostar?”
I said, “Not really. I’ve been on telly, but only as an 
extra in a ‘soap opera’!”.

A youth sat on a train chewing gum and staring 
vacantly into space. Suddenly, the elderly lady 
sitting opposite him said, “It's no good you talking 
to me, young man, I'm stone deaf!”



So what else needs to be done?

There’s only one more thing. You need to put the date in that 

new diary you’ve put on your Santa wish list!

Another important item on our calendar is, of course, our 

Annual General Meeting. You will have the opportunity, 

whether or not you are a member, to offer your observations 

about the Club, review past activities, make suggestions 

concerning its future and its activities and play an essential 

part in the Club’s development. Members will also have the 

opportunity to question existing committee members about 

the activities, successes and failures of the past twelve 

months and elect new committee members who they think 

can best serve the Club and safeguard its future.

The A.G.M is also a time to review this Newsletter, its 

relevance to our Club and shared hobby and its leadership. 

As you will be aware from the details in the information panel 

on the last page of this and every Newsletter, the post of 

Editor is an elected post and quite rightly so…….. but more of 

that a little nearer the A.G.M.

Macclesfield Model Railway Group continues to be 

represented on the ‘exhibition circuit’ by both ‘Purgatory 

Peak’ and Wolfe Lowe with both layouts having several dates 

for exhibitions in 2019 (and beyond!) …….

Purgatory Peak:-

January - 26th & 27th at Normanton and Pontefract

April - 20th to 22nd at York (Easter weekend)

November - 9th & 10th at Newcastle upon Tyne

There is also a booking, yet to be confirmed, for the 

Intermodellbau, Dortmund, Germany at the beginning of April 

(4th to 7th)…….. more international travel!!

If you can come along to any of these exhibitions, please do. 

You may be surprised by the number of changes we have 

made to locos and stock!

Wolfe Lowe:-

March - 9th & 10th at Macclesfield

April - 27th & 28th at Epsom

October - 5th & 6th at Folkestone

November - 15th to 17th at Wakefield

Wolfe Lowe is/was also features in the Hornby Magazine 
(December 2018 issue!) and Railway Modeller 
(September and October 2018 issues)
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THE DOELLNITZBAHN
Dominic Emery

The 3rd October is a public holiday in Germany 

(Reunification Day) so I thought I would look for somewhere 

interesting for a ride out on my motorbike. I had found out 

that the Doellnitzbahn were running a steam hauled service 

on the holiday so the route there was planned. The last time I 

was there was on the 2nd October 1994, 24 years ago.

The 750 mm gauge Doellnitzbahn in Saxony, as it is today, 

runs from Oschatz between Leipzig and Dresden to 

Kemmlitz-Ort and Glossen via the largest narrow gauge 

station in Europe, Mugeln! The area around Mugeln was, in 

the 19th century, very hard to get to with only horse drawn 

coaches and bad roads, so on 17th January 1882 the Saxony 

Government gave permission for a 750 mm narrow gauge 

line to be built from Doebeln via Mugeln to Oschatz and this 

opened on the 7th January 1885. All went well until the 1960s 

came when, even in East Germany, there were more buses 

and cars around and the slow death of lots of narrow gauge 

lines started. The line from Nebitzschen to Glossen was 

closed in 1972 and the passenger service from Mugeln to the 

standard gauge main line station in Oschatz ended in 1975. 

The line was kept open from Oschatz to the kaolin works at 

Kemmlitz for the transport of kaolin (china clay) for export to 

Italy, The Deutsche Reichsbahn (East German State 

Railways) used standard gauge hoppers on transporter 

wagons to the exchange sidings in Oschatz. The oil crisis 

and the politics of the GDR (East German Government) 

meant that parts of the line were renewed in the 80's. After 

the reunification in October 1990 the passenger support 

group PRO BAHN tried to get a passenger service from 

Oschatz to Kemmlitz running and on the 1st September 1991 

signed a sponsorship contract with the Reichsbahn in 

Dresden and on the 1st March 1993 grounded the 

Doellnitzbahn and planned the future re-opening of the lines 

Nebilzschen-Wernsdorf and from Oschatz-Strehla. On the 

17th December 1993 the line was closed by the Reichsbahn 

and a new company started to run the goods trains with a 12



Type V 10C diesel and 5 secondhand tippler wagons from 

the Mansfelder Works Railway. The narrow gauge covered 

tipplers were to replace the transporters. Eventually the 

kaolin traffic was taken over in 2001 by lorries that loaded the 

kaolin into standard gauge wagons in Oschatz. This traffic 

has now finished as well so that the loading shed now stands 

unused.

On the 3rd August 1995 the privatised railway started running 

trains to bring children to the schools in Oschatz and had 

bought 2 second hand diesels from the Austrian State 

Railways. The school trains are still running but were nearly 

stopped in 2011. Luckily, local petitions and support for the 

railway meant that the trains kept running and I recently 

found out that the contract with the Saxony Government has 

been extended until 2027. This will allow the railway to plan 

for any future investment. The 2006 Saxony State Garden 

Show brought some good for the railway as 2 over-bridges 

were rebuilt and about a kilometre of old sleepers replaced in 

Oschatz.

On the weekend 8th -9th September this year, the last part of 

the line from the junction at Nebitzschen to Kemmlitz-Ort was 

re-opened. There is one diesel pulled train per day during the 

school holidays and a steam train there and back on special 

occasions.

Well, following that bit of history I had better get on with my 

trip report over the line!

I arrived at the station in Mugeln in time to take a few photos 

of the extensive range of rolling stock in the sidings before 

the train arrived back from Glossen and left for Oschatz. On 

leaving the station we took a sharp right hand curve to get 

past the three road engine shed and the wooden framework 

of what will be a new two road carriage shed. We followed 

the Oschatz Road to the village of Schweta where we begin 

to follow the road to Naundorf passing three request stops on 

the way to our first proper stop in Naundorf where there is a 

passing loop. We carry on passing through lots of large flat 

open fields (which provide the perfect place to build wind 

turbines) until we reach the outskirts of Oschatz. We pass the 

Oschatz O- Park on our right hand side before stopping at 

Oschatz-

South Station 

where there is 

a proper 

station 

building and a 

passing loop. 

During the 

scheduled 

Our train waiting to depart from Mugeln



one minute stop quite a few passengers joined and left the 

train. Carrying on, we come as close as possible to the River 

Doellnitz with the river flowing in a man made canal directly 

next to and below the line on our left hand side and the 

Buendesstrasse 6 („A“ Road, Highway) on the right. The next 

request stop is at the level crossing where we cross the B6 

and carry on, bell ringing, next to an unprotected road on the 

left and the old industrial part of the town on the right. Here 

the track becomes dual gauge with narrow and standard 

gauge with the remains of standard gauge points and sidings 

disappearing into, what is now, waste land. We carry on bell 

ringing with the road now on the right the standard gauge 

track disappears left behind the transshipment shed and we 

pull into the narrow gauge station platform at Oschatz with its 

large canopy to keep the waiting passengers dry. The engine 

uncoupled and moved down the track to take water from a 

stand pipe. The narrow gauge engine shed is now no longer 

used. The driver had topped up the lubrication pots as the 

fireman filled the tanks. I got talking to the volunteer crew 

from the „Wider Robert“ev. which is the name of the 

supporting society that run the steam trains. Our engine, 99 

1574-5, had only got until the end of the month before being 

taken out of traffic. It’s not known if it will run again. The 

„Wilder Robert“ ev. have got another serviceable engine (99 

1584-4) from the same class that has not long been back in 

service. 

After buying something to eat and drink from the luggage 

van, it was time for the train to return to Mugeln. The journey 

was peacefully slow with no need to rush and with the land 

being fairly flat with not too much of a gradient to climb.

On arriving at Mugeln the engine uncoupled again and went 

off down to a siding next to the engine shed to have its coal 

supply replenished using shovels and a conveyer! The crew 

opened a door in the engine shed and let the visitors look 

around inside where the rest of the motive power was parked 

up inside. I had already walked back to the train so had to 
14



rush back to the shed as time was running out. At the front of 

the shed were the two ex. Austrian Railway diesels, another 

diesel being rebuilt and the other two steam engines. Our 

engine came back on one of the run round loops and stopped 

to take water from a water crane before coupling up again.

Now we came to the interesting bit of the journey, on leaving 

the station we pass over the road that goes through the town, 

behind gardens and around the back of the town with a large 

Manor House (estate) on the right and the town park to our 

left. Typically, for Germany, there are no fences. At Altmugeln 

there is a short loop and an abandoned track goes off in the 

direction of a factory. Here is an industrial estate and there 

are signs that more sidings went off into different firms. We 

arrived at Nebitzschen where the tracks diverge. We take a 

left curve and cross a road protected by one of the train crew, 

the line straight on goes to Glossen. We carried on for 

another 9 minutes passing through some tight curves before 

one last left hand curve before we stopped at the terminus 

alongside the kaolin processing plant and the newly made 

platform. I didn't realise at the time that the line from 

Nebitzschen had only just been reopened (on the 8th 

September this year). The engine ran round again and we left 

nearly immediately to return to Mugeln where I got off and 

filmed the train as it left before I headed back to Berlin. In the 
15
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afternoon the drizzle had stopped and the sun had come out 

which allowed me to take some brighter photos.

The Railway has three Saxon Class IV k 0-4-4-0 tank 

engines.

99 1561-2 built in 1905 and rebuilt Goerlitz 1967 which is out 

of use.

99 1574-5 built in 1912 and rebuilt Goerlitz 1964, was still in 

use but was due to be taken out of service at the end of 

October.

99 1484-4 built in 1912 and rebuilt Goerlitz 1964 and still in 

use.

The two ex-Austrian Railway class 2091.10 diesels, built in 

1940, have been renumbered and named 199 030-8 

„Doellnitz“ and 199 031-6 „Moegeln“ , there is also Ns4 built 

in 1957 numbered 199 032-6.

The railway has bought an ex-Austrian Railways Class 5090 

railcar renumbered as VT.137515 built in 1995 plus an ex- 

Mariazeller coach 310011. These have both been refurbished 

and after running in on the Zittau Rail network came to 

Mugeln so that they can improve and modernise the school 

train service.

Once again, our thanks to Dominic. His travels (and his 

photos, especially) are providing great source material for 

those readers who are modelling H0m, 0m and even G scale.

There are great examples in model form from a variety of 

manufacturers of the 0-4-4-0 locos shown in this article. Ed

Additional photos

These photos show a pair of loaded transporter wagons 

which were used to move standard gauge wagons 

(particularly kaolin wagons) around the narrow gauge 

system.

Such wagons were a fairly common sight on many European 

narrow gauge railway systems with their relatively generous 

loading gauges. They were something of a rarity in the UK 

with it’s much more restricted dimensions and, for the most 

part, narrower gauges. The Leek and Manifold Light Railway 

did operate transporter wagons mainly to service the dairy 

and, somewhat isolated, farming industries with direct access 

to standard gauge wagons and cut out the additional costs of 

transshipment.

Dominic is currently preparing an article on these (to us in the 

UK) unusual wagons.
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KIDS KORNER
There are 12 differences between the pictures below. Can 

you spot them all? You will have to look quite hard because 

some are not so easy to find!

The answers are at the bottom of the next page - upside 

down!
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Train Passengers
At the first station it reaches on its journey, 19 passengers 

get off the train and another 17 passengers get on. Now 

there are 63 people on the train. How many passengers were 

there when the train started its journey?

Super Bee Dies in Train Crash
Two trains are 200 miles apart, and both are travelling 

towards each other at 50 m.p.h.

From one train a super bee takes off, flying straight above 

the rails to the other train at the speed of 75 m.p.h.(told you it 

was a ‘super bee’!), bounces off it and flies back to the first 

train.

This is repeated until the trains, unfortunately, crash together 

and the bee is squashed between the two engines! Very 

tragic!

What distance is the bee able to fly until it meet its sad end?

Speedy train?
A train travels 1 mile in 1 minute 20 seconds. How far will it 

travel in 1 hour?

The Great Train Race
Many years ago there was a big competition amongst the 

different railway companies about who could build the best 

and fastest trains.

It was decided that each company would pick their best 

express locomotive and their six best railway carriages to 

make up a train and race each other, non-stop, to the Isle of 

Man.

The date was picked and all the railway companies taking 

part had to start from a station that was exactly the same

distance from the destination.

The companies, as you can imagine, took a great deal of 

pride in their preparations. The locomotives were cleaned 

and polished, the carriages repainted and the crews were 

even given new uniforms.

The big day arrived and, at exactly 12 0’clock, the race 

started. The London North Eastern Railway already held the 

world speed record for a steam locomotive, the Great 

Western Railway held the record for the fastest passenger 

train. The London Midland and Scottish and the Southern 

Railways also had extremely fast trains. Everyone was very 

excited to find out which railway company really had the 

fastest trains.

Maybe you can use your skill to say which of the railway 

companies won the race, maybe you have some idea of 

which one should have won or, maybe, you could take a 

lucky guess.

The companies taking part were:-

the LNER with their prized locomotive, ‘Flying Scotsman’

the LMS with a streamlined ‘Coronation’ locomotive

the GWR with ‘City of Truro’

the Southern with a ‘Brighton Belle’ 

Pullman

Who do you think won?

Have a 
Great  
Christmas

18 Thomas Puzzle
1)The lighthouse has disappeared
2)Jeremy, the plane, is flying in the opposite direction
3)The wooden pirate chest has moved
4)The sun has changed colour
5)The number 1 has disappeared from Thomas’s tank
6)Sir Topham Hatt’s ice cream has gone
7)The windows in the houses have changed colour
8)The hills under the lighthouse have gone
9)Thomas’s window frames have changed colour
10)The boy’s shoes have changed colour
11)The barrel is now on its side
12)Thomas has lost one of his whistles

Train passengers
There were originally 65 passengers on the train

Super Bee
The bee will fly for two hours at 75 m.p.h. and will, therefore, cover a 
distance of 150 miles!

Speedy train?
The train will travel 45 miles - not exactly ‘high speed’!!

The Great Train Race
None of them won. Trains cannot run over the water to the Isle of Man!



YOUR STARTER FOR SIX AT 
CHRISTMAS

Kathy Danby

Hope this will save you some work Mike!!!

Thanks, Kathy. 
However, I’m not at all sure that it will save me ‘some 
work’. I rather suspect that I’m going to have to venture 
into the kitchen to ‘train’ my taste buds. (There, I 
managed to get in a railway connection!!)

As you suggest, with it’s tangy lemon overtones it 
should make a great Christmas dinner appetiser.
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SANTA TRAVELS BY TRAIN … (almost) 
EVERYWHERE!
Mike Hebblethwaite

On my trawlings around the internet, I’ve found an interesting 

phenomenon that has caused me some thought.

Santa is everywhere and often in different places at the same 

time. He’s often to be found in some makeshift grotto (all too 

often a barely disguised garden shed!) in shops, stores, 

shopping malls and selected public buildings in a mind 

blowing number of locations on almost every continent on 

earth.

Granted his temporary grottos are nothing like the real thing 

he calls home which, let’s face it, must be vast to contain all 

the presents he has to deliver over a short 24 hour period. 

Amazon distribution facilities must pale into insignificance, 

size wise, by comparison!

As we all know, Amazon distribution centres are easily 

spotted on the ground using Google Earth and with their 

‘spies in the skies’ satellite photographs yet no-one has, to 

date, openly identified Santa’s Grotto.

Does this mean that it is, in fact, an underground facility with 

a superbly camouflaged entrance? Or could it be a cleverly 

orchestrated cover up by ‘those in the know’? Good 

examples of the latter come to mind such as Area 51 and its 

masked alien contents. This, of course, has nothing 

whatsoever to do with railways except for the most tenuous 

of links to ‘ghost trains’ ……. but that is another story!

All we can surmise is that Santa’s Grotto must contain (and 

has done for many, many years) some highly sophisticated 

and technically advanced equipment that enables him to 

holographically (?) project himself to thousands of locations 

at the same time …….. and in solid form. Even Dr Who (of 

whatever gender!) cannot achieve such feats using all the 

amazing features of the TARDIS (Time And Relative 

Dimensions In Space)! This level of technological 

advancement is not replicated anywhere else on earth and 

therefore, like the vastly inferior TARDIS, must be an alien 

introduction…….and that brings me back to Area 51.

Could it be that Santa’s Grotto has not been identified by our 

intrusive modern technologies simply because we have been 

looking in the wrong place? Is Santa’s ice cave home and 

distribution centre a subterfuge? Is it, in reality, simply a 

studio set next to the ‘moon landing’ set in Area 51 and the 

technologies involved in projecting Santa around the world 

have been provided by aliens who, reportedly, regularly visit 

that site?

There are some strange attributes that Santa has …. not 

least of which is that he seems to have reached late middle 

age and has remained in that state for more than 200 years. 

Could it be, like Dr Who, he undergoes regular reincarnations 

(evidence of his ‘not of this world’ origins?) or has his ageing 

process, somehow, been halted through alien intervention? 

Maybe he has discovered some kind of ‘elixir of life’, but his 

not sharing that with the rest us would belie his beneficence.

What we do know for sure about Santa is that he has some 

Could Area 51 be where Santa’s ‘grotto’ is located along with the alien 
technologies that support it? Could alien involvement in Christmas be the 

real reason for such a heavy, military involvement? There’s even a runway for 
his sled to take off and land!
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very strong and quite natural human traits. 

He is obviously a rail fan and makes tremendous efforts 
to support and travel on almost every preserved and 
heritage railway in the world. Every year! 

I cannot for the life of me understand why, in the northern 

hemisphere, he limits his trips to winter-time only. Maybe he 

simply enjoys those snow scenes, maybe they evoke 

memories of that real pre-Area 51 grotto, maybe he travels ‘in 

cognito’ at other times of the year. Who knows?

All we really know about him is that he’s, essentially, a good 

guy because he likes trains and travels on hundreds of them 

every year - and long may he continue to do so.

With his obvious love of trains, I have one question that 

utterly perplexes me. Why does he revert to such a traditional 

form of transport involving a sled and several cantankerous 

reindeer every 

Christmas and thus 

deny himself the 

comforts of a 

railway carriage 

(passenger car) 

insulated from any 

foul weather and 

being kept warm by 

the train’s heating 

system? Enclosed 

freight wagons 

would also ensure that his priceless cargo is kept safe and 

isolated from the elements.

Perhaps you have the answer to this conundrum? 

If you have, I’d love to hear from you!

Santa travels by rail in the UK - Swanage Railway style …….
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….. hitches a cab ride in Napa Valley, California ……

…. takes to the footplate on the ‘Puffing Billy’, Australia ….

…. boards the S Bahn in Hamburg, Germany ….

…. and shares his love of model railways in Cincinnati. All on the same day!!



THE LAST WORD
That’s it, folks, the December issue done and dusted and 

what a year it seems to have been!

We’ve had some great articles over the course of this year 

and just to thank all contributors for their time, support and 

generosity seems somewhat inadequate for, without them, 

there would be no Newsletter. Nevertheless, they all have my 

thanks and appreciation for all they have so freely given.

We’ve had articles from some ‘new’ contributors and it’s been 

great to see that ‘gold star’ make so many appearances. 

Hopefully that same star will continue to make regular 

appearances in 2019, but that really is down to you!

I’ve had a few surprises this year and none more so than to 

discover where the Newsletter is downloaded. I know that it 

is downloaded by regular readers when they are on holiday in 

various parts of this globe, but that alone does not explain the 

growing number of downloads taking place outside the UK 

…. Australia, New Zealand, Canada, Holland, Germany, 

Spain, Portugal and. especially, in the USA.

My little ‘MailChimp’ app also tells me that several or our 

regular readers forward the monthly invite to download the 

Newsletter to friends and colleagues …… one reader, 

amazingly, 95 times for November’s issue! There are now 

more readers from forwarded invites than there are 

subscribed readers (currently 239)! The Newsletter also 

places invites to download on some 20 different Facebook 

sites (3 in the USA) and the response has been encouraging, 

to say the least, with around 102 downloads in October (I 

don’t have the November figures yet)

And to think that this all started as a trial to see if there would 

be any interest in a Newsletter amongst Club members ….. 

all 34 of them!!

In order for the Newsletter to continue to grow (or even be 

read at all!) we need material for people to read! Could you 

help to make 2019 an even better year?

Here’s hoping you have a great Christmas and I look forward 

to extending my best wishes to you for 2019 in the New Year 

issue.

CLUB CONTACTS AND WEB ADDRESSES

Newsletter:-

e-mail “MMRG-NewsLetter@hotmail.com"

telephone 07761 122126

Macclesfield Model Railway Group:-

web site ‘www.macclesfieldmrg.org.uk'

e-mail ‘macclesfieldmodelrailwaygroup@gmail.com'

telephone 07796 457978

07761 122126

Twitter www.twitter.com/@MacclesfieldMRG

Facebook www.facebook.com/macclesfieldmrg

If you would like to contact the Newsletter or Macclesfield Model 

Railway Group for any reason, simply ‘click’ on the appropriate red link 

above.

Don’t forget ……… your Committee members are:-

Chairman Shaun Horrocks

Vice Chairman Mike Hebblethwaite

Treasurer Alan Ashton

Secretary Tom McDonough

Member reps Colin Moores

Tony Hallatt

Steve Nixon

Gerry Ogden

Newsletter Editor Mike Hebblethwaite
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MMRG Newsletter readers recommend :- 

“CHESHIRE MODELS” 

37, Sunderland Street, Macclesfield 

01625 511646 

www.cheshiremods.org.uk
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