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It’s your Newsletter! Use it.
NEWSLETTER POLICY
This Newsletter is freely distributed to regular subscribers and is available
to download through Macclesfield Model Railway Group’s web site. Some
of our information is derived from the internet and we try to acknowledge
sources where ever we can. However, it is not always possible to trace
original sources with the limited facilities that we have and we apologise
unreservedly in advance for any oversight.
As a reader/recipient of this Newsletter, you are free to distribute it
amongst your friends and family, other clubs and societies to which you
may belong or use any part of it to promote and further interest in railway
modelling.

IT’S UP TO YOU
This Newsletter relies for its content on material supplied by its readers and
no-one else. It does not ‘pick up’ on articles in other publications, it does not
syndicate and it tries to reflect no-one’s views and opinions other than those
of its readers. You can help to maintain that integrity by ‘keeping in touch’ ….
let us know what you think, what you are doing with your hobby. If you have
any ideas about how this Newsletter could be improved, what you like or
don’t like about it, then please contact the Newsletter either through “Over to
You” or to the Editor direct at…….

“MMRG-NewsLetter@hotmail.com”
ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS
All article text and photographs are by the authors except for images for “The

MMRG claims no copyright of any of the content and you are free to use any
part of it for any non-profit making purpose you wish. Should you wish to
use any of the content in any documentation of your own, all that we ask is
that, as a courtesy, you forward us a copy.
With regard to commercial/for profit use of our material, we have to rely on
trust - we have no way of monitoring such use. If you do intend to use our
material in such a way, please ask for permission first. It is unlikely to be
refused but, at the very least, an acknowledgement would be expected in
return.
COMMERCIAL ADVERTISING
Our policy, at present, is that this publication will carry no commercial
advertising. It is a Newsletter! However, should you wish to place an
“advertising article” concerning a new product, an up-grade to an existing
product or a more general “of benefit/interest to railway modellers” article,
please contact ‘The Editor” via e-mail initially. It is understood that such
features do not carry the endorsement of MMRG unless specified.

Funnies” which are drawn from the internet and are, with our apologies,

AND FINALLY

original source unknown. Should we, inadvertently, have infringed your

This Newsletter is produced for and on behalf of Macclesfield Model
Railway Group as part of their ‘constitutional obligation’ to promote and
support the hobby of railway modelling. MMRG, under it’s own rules, is
obliged to pursue ‘educational’ opportunities within the hobby and this
Newsletter is proud to play its part.

copyright please accept our apologies, let us know and we will publish an
appropriate acknowledgement and apology in the next available issue.
Where-ever possible, we do try to provide links to original sources.

No price can be placed on the value of ‘education’, which is why this
Newsletter is, and always will be, free.
—————————————————————

EDITORIAL

‘Purgatory Junction’ is up and running, even I should be able
to push the appropriate buttons (0n30 Group note ….. we
need reliable buttons!) to make the layout work …. his

I’ve been asked many times why ‘MegaPoint Controllers’

various control boards (all capable of inter-linking and

features so prominently at the foot of every Editorial.

networking) really do make things as simple as that.
The answer is very simple.
Think ‘push button, door bell rings’ and you’ll be on the same
page as me in no time flat!

Dave Fenton (who is ‘MegaPoint Controllers’!) is a highly
valued Club member who has been incredibly supportive of

It is for all those reasons (and so many more) that this

our efforts within the Club and particularly those of the 0n30

Newsletter, the 0n30 Group and Macclesfield Model Railway

Group and the article you’ll find on page 13 shows how we

Group fully endorse ‘MegaPoint Controllers’. It is the only

have used his products.

product that we do endorse!
If you are anything like me, I am quite happy to use my
As long-time readers of this Newsletter will know, I have

computer to perform all sorts of tasks and I am constantly

offered space in this publication to anyone who has a similar

amazed at what it enables me to do. It seems that I am, on a

‘plug and play’ system, at a comparable price, to detail their

regular basis, discovering ‘new’ ways to do the things I want

product, explain its functions and its advantages over similar

to do (particularly with this Newsletter) and finding functions I

systems.

didn’t even know this ‘confuser’ of mine even had! I don’t
know how this computer works and I really have no interest

So far, no one has taken up that offer.

in finding out …… all I know is that it does what I want it to
do!

Our hobby, I am sure, is the poorer for that for there is
nothing guaranteed to promote advancement more than

Dave has taken that principle to heart and his ‘MegaPoint

healthy, like for like, competition.

Controllers’ system does exactly ‘what it says on the
tin’ (and a bit more!). The system functions (like this

The ‘Big Boys’ are beginning to offer ‘alternatives’, but at a

computer), performs its tasks (like this computer) and doesn’t

premium!

require a great deal of understanding as to how it actually
works (like this computer). It’s, essentially, a ‘plug and play’

I do apologise if this seems to read like an ‘Aditorial’…. it’s

system that requires no science degree to either set up or

not meant to …. but, until there is some real competiton, this

operate….. which is fine by a ‘Luddite’ like me! Once

has to be the system we support.

Macclesfield Model Railway Group
through the On30 Group, supports the development of

“MegaPoint Controllers”
for all the latest news, go to:-

"www.megapointscontrollers.com"
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WOLFE LOWE GOES TO SWINDON
Couple that with a model railway show, a few traction

Mike Hebblethwaite

engines and steam rollers and you really do end up with a
Swindon railway museum, on the site of the old Great

‘Celebration of Steam’ (Sat 8th & Sun 9th September) ……

Western Railway’s loco works, is a fascinating enough place

and ‘Wolfe Lowe’ was lucky enough to have an invite!

to visit in its own right (and well worth it if you are ever in the
area). In its heyday, it covered a vast area - some 700 acres -

It is, perhaps, one of the most interesting venues I’ve ever

and not only built locomotives, it also repaired and ‘up-

been to for a model railway show (I’ve now been a couple of

graded’ them and also constructed a huge amount of the

times) with its unique mix of model railways in all the major

GWR’s rolling stock.

Amiens 1918 - Tracks and Trenches (built by Callum Willcox)

scales (and a few ‘quirky’ scales thrown in for good
measure!), good ‘trade’ support and an impressive array of

12” to the foot locomotives and rolling stock. Some of the ‘full
scale’ displays are beautifully presented locomotives, others
are ‘incomplete’ to show chassis, boiler and cab details and
their construction.

Just as something of an aside, ‘Beefeater’ have moved into
what was ‘The Springfield’ in Tytherington, Macclesfield

4

recently and I received several, unsolicited, promotional 40%

off discount vouchers for main courses (for up to 6 people!).

different colours! They do, however, mix …… as Steve found

Coincidentally, there was a ‘Beefeater’ restaurant opposite

out when he tipped the contents of one wagon into the wrong

our hotel in Swindon and they accepted our vouchers. It

container! Oh, what fun we had trying to seperate the two!!

certainly made the meals good value for money and helped
to ‘off-set’ the ‘beer token’ expenditure! Needless to say we

The event, one way or another, was well supported by Club

dined there on both the Friday (set up day) and Saturday

members as exhibitors with Dave Wheelton there with a

evenings. On Saturday evening we were joined by Dave, Sue

delightful 3mm scale layout (a future feature in the

and Gerry who also benefitted from Beefeater’s largesse. I’ve
still got one discount voucher left (valid until 30th November)
….. any offers?

Newsletter? Hint, hint!), ably assisted by his partner Susan
and Gerry Ogden.
Wolfe Lowe, as ever, operated almost impeccably. A minor
point failure was very quickly fixed with some re-soldering

Once again I have to thank Shaun Horrocks and Steve

and a rare glitch with the automated mine system (quick

Moore for inviting me to join them and help operate this great

computer re-set) were the only ‘problems’ encountered over

layout of their’s. It really is an easy layout to be involved with

the entire weekend ……….. mmmm. Not quite. I shouldn’t

and I find that I very quickly become absorbed in its

really tell you this, but I’m going to anyway!

operation. Finally, whilst being far from expert, even after
several outings with this layout, I seem to be ‘getting the
hang’ of those manually operated three link couplings ….. the
screw link couplings, however, still seem to have minds of
their own at times! All I can say is that I’m very grateful the
guys didn’t go the whole hog and have operating vacuum
pipes!!

MMRG Newsletter readers recommend :“WALTONS of ALTRINCHAM”
30, Stamford St, Altrincham, WA14 1EY
0161 928 5940
“www.WaltonsModels.co.uk”

The ‘output’ of the mining operation uses two, different,
grades of budgie grit……. one for the narrow gauge, self
tipping, mine train workings and the other for the bunker
loading system. They are not interchangeable. They are even
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ISLE OF MAN - MAY 2018 (Part 3)

(7pm) for a very leisurely trip down the coast to Port Erin. On

“The Dining Car“

the way there the main course was served and on the way

Dominic Emery

back the dessert. Some passengers only go down to Port
Erin and don't come back to Douglas. In the brochure it

“The Dining Car“ is the marketing name for a series of dining

states that there is space on the train for non-diners and that

trains that run throughout the running season on the Isle of

Standard rail fares apply.

Man Steam Railway from March until the first week in
November. Some of the dining trains run once or more a

The guard on the train has to open and close the manually

month and some are one offs such as the “Mothering Sunday

operated crossing gates as the regular gate keeper has long

Lunch Train“. Depending on the type of train some will only

gone home.

go as far as Castletown and turn back and others will go
At Port Erin we watched the engine pull onto the shed road

through to Port Erin. In the week in May that we were on the
island there were two regular trains running. On Thursday
was the “Manxman Pie and Mash Train“ and on Friday was
the “Tapas Train“ which swops around with a “Curry Club
Train“. They run twice as many “Curry Club” trains and on
Saturday there was a “Gin and Sin“ train which only runs
twice a year. On the Sunday was a “Cruise Dining” train for
guests off a cruise ship in Douglas Harbour. This
unadvertised train made our service train for the airport late
and Gaby nervous ….. she thought we might arrive too late
for our flight.

Seeing the adverts in the station for the trains I thought it
would be a nice idea to travel on one of the dining trains. I

before having a look around the museum, this time without

was luckily enough to get two tickets for the “Pie and Mash“

the school children and the children's book author blocking

train (£26 each), which include a round trip on the train to

the views. Looking through the engine shed window we saw

Port Erin, free entry in the Steam Railway Museum and a
main course with a choice of six different pies with a choice
of desserts.

We took our reserved places at a table for two as the
“Manxman Pie & Mash” departed Douglas on time at 19:00

No. 8 “Fenella“ resting for the night. The trip back was quite
uneventful and we arrived back in Douglas at about 22:30
(10:30pm), ready for a pleasent walk back to our Bed and
Breakfast. We had enjoyed the meal and the evening trip
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down the line. It obviously helps when the weather is fine and

you can see the passing countryside out of the large carriage

1897 built original and is used to prepare the meals with hot

windows.

plates and a cooking area. It’s kept at the back of the train
closest to the station restaurant which supplies the food for

That brings us to the carriages used in the train. There are

the trip.

five saloon coaches numbered F.29, F.30, F.31, F.32 and F.35

For more information on this great
addition to any trip you might make to
the Isle of Man, please visit:-

“https://www.gov.im/media/1360002/
iom-railways-dc-dining-2018.pdf"

“https://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=wYoglJEWT74"

The photo below is of carriage F27 - a replica
express van that is used to prepare the meals

Carriage No F31 waits for us to embark

and they were all built for the railway in 1905 by the
Metropoliton Carriage & Wagon Co. and the “Cardinal's
Coach“ (F. 35) had a bar fitted in 1980 while F.31 and F.32

MMRG Newsletter readers recommend:“NARROW GAUGE MODELING COMPANY”
Hubbardston
MA, USA
(1) 978 928 5128
specialising in On18, On2, On3 and On30
The corridor connection between F27 and the rest of the train

‘narrowgaugemodeling.com'
and Facebook at ‘Narrow Gauge Modeling

had corridors added in 1981. All five were rebuilt between

Company’

2010 and 2015 for use in the dining train. The sixth vehicle is
a replica “Express Van“ (F.27) built in 2012. It is based on the
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THEY SAY THE SHORTEST DISTANCE

YOU MIGHT BE ONE OF THOSE FANCY

BETWEEN TWO POINTS IS A STRAIGHT LINE!

DESEASAL THINGIES, BUT YOU’RE NOT
REPLACING ME….. NO WAY!!

ANYTHING STEAM CAN DO, I CAN DO BETTER

THOUGHT ONLY STEAM LOCOS HAD A
A layout you could build - but I wouldn’t fancy making all

FIREBOX!!

those trees, though!

YOU’RE NOT EVEN TRYING….. THIS IS HOW
YOU MAKE SMOKE!!

Internet trawling can be fun! Why not send in what you find
that might amuse others.
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Alek Adamski

AND ‘PURGATORY PEAK’ WENT ALL THE WAY

marking out of the main hall had been completed). Over the

TO ………………….. POYNTON!!

years, we seem to have developed something of a ‘slick
operation’ whether we use a trailer (as we did this time) or a

Mike Hebblethwaite

luton van. The layout was put together, levelled and tested in
almost record time ….. it’s surprising how much of a

OK. So Poynton’s only 5 miles or so from our Club rooms. No

difference it makes when there are enough hands on the job.

great journey, I grant you, but it takes as much effort and
planning to move the layout 5 miles as it does 100….. and

The layout was ‘stocked’ and tested with no real problems

well worth the effort it was, too.

….. even the ‘k’ class locos behaved themselves. Shaun’s
c16 (a BLI model) was a cause for concern as there had

Poynton Model Show (Sept 15 & 16) was a show well worth

been one or two problems with it throwing itself off the rails

going to with its unusual mix and variety of great modelling

during testing at the Club. The problem seems to stem from

hobbies which included model railways, tanks, cars, trucks,

there being far more weight at the front of the loco, leading to

aircraft (both static and flying), boats, ships and submarines

a front/rear imbalance. Shaun sorted out his loco with new

… and what a sight those subs were as they moved around

springs and it performed faultlessly. My c16 (again a BLI

and submerged in the swimming pool! The pity of it was that

model -see page 11) was not so reliable! It started (or didn’t,

this really good show, with exhibits in all genres of the

as it turned out!) with drive problems which only settled down

highest standard, was disappointingly not as well attended as

once it had had some serious ‘running in’. After that, it ran

it deserved to be. Perhaps it was that mixture of different

well …….. but would only travel one way round the layout

modelling formats that dissuaded the committed, “serious”

without throwing itself off the rails! Looks like it also needs its

modellers from attending ….. it’s a mixture, ergo there won’t

springs having a good dose of ‘looking at’ and some extra

be enough of my particular interest on show. How wrong can

weight sited towards the rear of the loco. The sand dome has

they be? Trade support was somewhat limited with only a

room for a fair quantity of ‘liquid lead’ which should help with

handful of ‘specialist traders’ represented and perhaps that,

the front/rear balance difference.

too, was a factor. However, all that did attend were
impressed and many comments were made about how glad

In all other respects the layout performed well and, as ever,

they were they’d made the effort.
Back to ‘Purgatory

there was always something moving on the front of the layout
for viewers to watch. Most people are attracted by those

Peak’.

strange looking locos (Shays, Heislers, Climaxes and, for the

first time, a Whitcombe diesel electric loco) that operate the
‘zig-zag’ to and from the mine and tend to concentrate on
Moving the layout from the Club rooms, loading the trailer,

them so can be taken a little by surprise when a train

travelling to Poynton, unloading and setting up the layout all

emerges on the ‘mainline’!

went without a hitch (except for a bit of a wait until the

9

The team for the weekend consisted of Shaun Horrocks, Neil
Fraser, Colin Moores, Ian Sheldon, Steve Nixon and myself.

The Club was also well represented amongst exhibitors with
Dave Wheelton and his ‘Brewery Sidings’ (just how many
layouts have you got in that back bedroom, Dave?), Ray
Slack with his model aircraft (yes, he does those, too!) and
Jim Barry with his ‘Liverpool Overhead Dock Railway’ - very
much a project ‘in progress’ but a very interesting insight into
how it is being built.

Steve Moore (of Wolfe Lowe fame!) was also there with his
‘Negarth’ 009 layout.

Was it a show worth attending? Without a doubt, it was.
Would it be wise to pencil it into your diary for next year?
Definitely!

It may be a show featuring a mixture of model themes but, as
railway modellers, there are so many ‘new’ techniques and
skills we can learn from a show of this kind.

There’s a growing concensus amongst ‘the team’ that we
MMRG Newsletter readers recommend :-

really should be doing something about our somewhat
eclectic mix of road names, particularly on our rolling stock.

“S.M.T.F.” (model shop)
Brookside Garden Centre, London Road North,
Poynton, Cheshire, SK12 1BY
01625 850427

MMRG Newsletter readers recommend:“NARROW GAUGE MODELING COMPANY”
Hubbardston
MA, USA
(1) 978 928 5128
There are far too many box cars, stock and flat cars that are

specialising in On18, On2, On3 and On30

displaying road names that operated nowhere near the area

‘narrowgaugemodeling.com'

modelled and some even bearing railroad company names
that didn’t even operate narrow gauge railroads! Some rolling

and Facebook at ‘Narrow Gauge Modeling

stock and locos don’t display any rairoad name/logo at all. It’s

Company’

taken us a while, but we’re getting there …… slowly!
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THE 51st WIGAN MODEL RAILWAY
EXHIBITION
Mike Hebblethwaite

Anyone who has ever been to the annual model railway

several preservation projects and scale modelling societies

exhibition in Wigan will know that this is the ‘premier show in

from ‘009’ through to ‘0’ are well represented.

the North West of England’. That is not an accolade it has
awarded itself, it is a statement of fact.

If you live anywhere within striking distance of Wigan, this
has to be your ‘must attend’ show.

There are always a large number of superb model railway
exhibits as well as trade stands selling every conceivable bit

Full details of the show and the free vintage bus service can

of model railway paraphernalia. There’s demonstration

be found on Wigan Finescale Railway Modellers’ web site :-

stands for those who’d like to learn more about railway
modelling’s “how to’s” or tweak existing skills, news about

11

‘www.wiganfrm.co.uk'

BIG STUFF TO WHET YOUR APPETITE
More G1 from Pat Honey
All these photos have one thing in common
apart from impressively sized locomotives and some are well in excess of 2ft long!
The common factor?
Working colour light signals!
In a not too distant future issue, Pat will be
describing how he scratch built them and
how they operate.
Of course they are built to Gauge 1
Two Black 5s head a train of mixed GWR carriage stock oﬀ the pond extension.

dimensions, but they can be scaled down for
use in other scales and the principals are
applicable to almost any scale.
Mmmmmm ……………..Might have to visit
‘SpecSavers’ before any attempt is made to
model them in ’T’ scale!

It’s not all steam at Keele!

A 2-8-0 0-8-2 Garratt waited patiently for the all clear to continue on its way to the shed.
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‘PURGATORY JUNCTION’ - GATEWAY TO THE

typically some simplification of the loco’s own number (to

UNDERWORLD??

make it easier to remember). To control the loco the digital
number is simply entered into the controller and it and the

Shaun Horrocks (with additional material from Ian

chips in the loco do the rest! The controller sends coded

Sheldon and Neil Fraser)

signals to the loco chip (via the rails) from which the loco chip
produces 12 volts DC to power the loco. It also uses the

Purgatory Junction is the working name for the follow up

coded signals to set things like direction, lights, sound etc.

layout to Purgatory Peak and which has been designed to be

A DCC system allows multiple locomotives to be moving

operated by DCC from the beginning.

simultaneously. Because of this – and the fact that we are
using large, heavy, On30 locomotives, we have implemented

We have mainly been working on getting the point control

a power Busbar system. Don’t panic, this is just 2 heavy duty

system (switch control for our USA friends) installed and

wires from house ring main cable. We then connect each

working for which we are using ‘MegaPoints Controllers’

section of track to this Busbar using normal thickness wire.

products.

The hope is for reliability and lack of power loss along the
layout.

This article attempts to explain what we have been up to and
why we have approached things in the way we have.

DCC Accessory Control:
DCC (Digital Command Control) strikes fear into some hearts
With DCC it is possible to control not only the locos, but also

and is widely rumoured by others to only require two wires –

accessories - signals, points, animated figures etc) from one

neither reflect reality.

DCC controller. However, we have found it is a pain to do so
in practice as each accessory has to have a number which is

It is true that everything (locos and accessories - signals,

entered to control it! Experience has led to the conclusion

points, animated figures etc) can be operated from one DCC

that it is better to separate loco control from accessory

controller feeding the track but we have found it is a pain to

control.

do so in practice!

Small servos are used for the point control on the scenic part

Some Background:

of the layout and PECO solenoids for the fiddle yard (which is

DC Loco Control:

common to a number of layouts in the club).
In conventional (DC) control, it is really the track which is
To control the above, we are using a commercial system -

controlled, not individual locos. The controller feeds

MegaPoints Controllers from our own Club member, Dave

adjustable power to the track, and hence to any locos which

Fenton. Dave has been incredibly helpful and, especially in

are on the track. It is necessary to divide the track into

the early stages of his business, we were able to input

switchable sections to determine which locos move.

requirements which he turned into product in an incredibly
short time!

DCC Loco Control:

He has since developed a large and ever-growing array of

In the case of DCC, all parts of the track are connected to a

modules which can be combined to create a sophisticated

DCC power supply / controller which sends an AC supply

control system.

down the track which is used to both power the loco and
send instructions for its control. Digital commands are used

Servos are very suitable for point control; they are small,

to control the speed and direction of the locos translated by a

require minimal power, and can easily produce the small

decoder chip in each locomotive. Each loco contains a chip

movement required to operate the points.

and this is ‘declared’ to the controller on the loco’s first use
on the layout. The loco is allocated a digital number –
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The basic MegaPoints servo control board is very simple to

Being solenoids, there is no question of setting distance

use, and allows control of up to 12 servos

moved and speed of movement – it is just bang, bang!

A piano wire linkage from the servo drives the point blade
back and forward and the Servo Controller allows both the
distance moved and speed to be set to the ideal for a given
point. This movement and speed setting is then retained by
the Servo Controller until you change the settings –
hopefully never!

The solenoids are connected to the Solenoid Driver via
ordinary wires to the green connectors round the top and
right hand sides of the board.

For a simple layout using servos you just need one Servo
Control Module hooked up to an electrical switch for each
point.

Down the left hand side of the board are 12 connections for
control panel switches and down the middle right are 12
connections for the servos.

In the bottom right hand corner are 2 rows of connectors
labelled SDA, GND and SCL for linking the module to the
layout data bus or other modules.

The buttons at the bottom of the board marked Low, Prog,

All the printed circuit boards are connected via pre-made
cables.

High, Mode are used to ‘program’ the movement and speed
of each servo.

On Purgatory Junction, each of the four main scenic boards
For the fiddle yard, the Peco solenoids require a different

has a Servo Controller to operate the servos (and hence the

approach. Fortunately, Megapoints also produce a Solenoid

points) on that board. We have used this approach to

Driver board.

minimise wires from the PCB’s to the servos crossing
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baseboard joints.

controllers to be connected together in a network
In the Fiddle Yard all the points are on the corner boards,
each of which has 8 points. There are two Solenoid Drivers

This resulted in the schematic at the bottom of this page for

on each corner board as each Solenoid Driver handles up

the system:

to 6 solenoids.
OK – I can feel the eyes glazing over, but let’s try not to
To repeat, the Servo and Solenoid controllers are very easy

panic!!!!!!!

to use on a simple layout.
The thick red line is the Data Bus, the network mentioned
However, we wanted a bit more – quite a bit more:

earlier, off which everything hangs and through which

Because of the size and complexity of the layout, we wanted:

everything communicates. No - not a red, double-decked
37hp London Transport Omnibus, but 3 wires running the

•

At least 2 control panels, each of which could

length of the layout. One wire carries the data, one the clock

change any of the points on the layout,

signal for ensuring all parts of the network are synchronised,

display which way it was pointing and at the

and the third wire is a common ground connection. A 12 volts

same time keep the other panel up to date

DC supply is separately connected to each of the boards

with the point settings.
Control Panel 1:
•

An ability to set routes with the push of one

In the illustration below (next page), the scenic section is

button especially through the fiddle yard.

controlled by the upper half and the fiddle yard, the lower
half.

To do this, we have made use of the MegaPoints MultiPanel
Processor boards, which allow the Servo and Solenoid
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Control Panel 1
Control Panel 2
See the diagram above.
The main module within the control panel is the Multi Panel
Processor.
This panel is intended to be the one which is mainly used for
main line working to and from the Fiddle Yard, and allows us
to set a route through the Fiddle Yard with the push of just
one button.

This has a Multi Panel Processor as per Control Panel 1.

However, it also has a Route Processor which, believe it or

Whenever you change a point on Control Panel 1 it is the job
of the Multi Panel Processors to keep the two control
panels in step and to tell the appropriate Servo Controller or
Solenoid Driver to move the point.

The top row of connectors is for point switches and the
bottom row for indicator LED’s.

Because we have so many points, we need more electrical

not, handles all the route settings.

switch connections than the Multi Panel Processor can
handle we have to use extension boards as shown in the

In our case we are only using route selection in the fiddle

schematic diagram (page 18).

yard, each route being set via the appropriate button on the
fiddle yard road.

Control Panel 2:
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To record a route, we simply hold down the appropriate route

We have also proved the route selection process.

button on the control panel and select each point in the route,
moving it to it’s desired direction. Note even if a point is

The current tasks are to:
•

already set correctly it must be changed away and then back
to the desired direction.

set up all the servos to get the blade movement
correct on each of the points.

•
In our case, Control Panel 2 only has point selection buttons

Install Solenoid Driver boards on the second fiddle
yard corner baseboard.

•

for the scenic section of the layout. Thus to record a route,

Connect the entire layout together and test it all out.

hold the route button down on Control Panel 2 and set the
required points via Control Panel 1. Damn clever Dave!!

Summary:

Addressing:

I hope this article has helped dispel some myths and fears.

This is the key to the whole process.

However, if you have questions, don’t hesitate to come along
to the clubrooms and ask – we don’t bite. Well, we haven’t

Each Servo Controller and Solenoid Driver has an address

done so far!

and each servo and solenoid has an address within the
relevant PCB.
Everyone is welcome to visit the Club rooms and the Club
The Solenoid Drivers can each support 6 solenoids –

meets every Monday and Friday evening (except Bank

governed by the size of connectors on the PCB.

Holidays).

However, each Servo Controller supports up to 12 servos
and hence our four Servo Controller could support up to 48

We have ample parking space but the Club can, sometimes,

servos. But currently we only have 8 points to control i.e. less

be a little difficult to locate on a first visit. We, therefore,

than one Servo Controller’s worth!

advise that you ‘phone ahead’ so that you can be given
directions and be greeted at the Clubroom door.

Interference:
The numbers to use are:As with all electrical systems, electrical interference can be a

07796 457978

problem. To this end we have separated the track Busbar

07761 122126

and the accessory Data Bus as much as possible by having
one running down the front of the layout and one down the

We’d love to meet you even if you choose not to become a

back. Where wires from the two have to cross we have tried

member and we’ll gladly give you all the help and information

to make sure they do so at right angles.

we can. Ed

Progress to Date:

MMRG Newsletter readers recommend :“TRIDENT TRAINS”

The two control panels have been built, the data bus has
been installed and all the Servo Control Modules / Solenoid

Unit 10, The Craft Arcade, Dagfields Craft Centre,
Crewe Road, Walgherton, Nantwich, Cheshire,

Drivers have been installed and connected to sample
servos / solenoids using the target addressing.

CW5 7LG
01270 842400

We have proved that any point change on one panel is

www.tridenttrains.co.uk

reflected on the other and vice versa.
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REALLY?

DRAW YOUR OWN CONCLUSIONS!!

END OF THE LINE?

PLANS ANYONE?

NO COMMENT!
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DOES IT HAVE TO BE AN ‘UGLY DUCKLING’?
The gold lettering came off easily enough, but the green and

Mike Hebblethwaite

red paints used by the manufacturers refused to budge. I
You just know, sometimes, that there are some things you

decided that it wouldn’t really matter that much as there is

shouldn’t have done. That Donny Osmond album, for

only moulded on detail for the paint to ‘hide’. I banked on it

example, that was bought on the spur of the moment, you

showing through the matt finish I’d planned to use and, as it

know, the one you’ll never admit to owning! Donny Osmond

turned out, I was right. Thankfully!

sold millions of albums around the world, but have you ever
Great care should be taken to remove all traces of brake fluid

met anyone who admits to possessing one?

(warm water, plenty of washing up liquid and a toothbrush It was a similar situation with a bargain loco I purchased. The

especially for those finnicky bits!). Even small traces of brake

list price was around £240 ($300) complete with DCC and

fluid will affect any new paintwork applied.

sound and I managed to buy it as ‘surplus stock’ for just £60
($75)! On inspecting my new purchase, I could well

All loco body parts, its attachments and the tender body were

understand why it was surplus! It was a Broadway Limited

then sprayed with a grey undercoat (Halfords ‘rattle can’ car

Imports D&RGW c16 class loco proudly (?) decked out in

paint) and allowed to dry for 24 hours. The next two coats of
matt black (again, Halfords car paint) were then applied.
Things were starting to look much better!

Christmas season livery. It looked truly hideous!

It then spent over two years hidden from view in my ‘roundto-it’ drawer (the drawer is, in fact, several drawers and a
cupboard!) and I could barely bring myself to admit to anyone
that I actually owned it!

After the black paint had dried, Tamiya ‘gunmetal’ was
applied to the smoke box and chimney. This was an acrylic

I was finally shamed into doing something about it when

paint as I couldn’t use my favoured Humbrol enamels over

Shaun Horrocks bought his Broadway Limited Imports ‘c16’

the car paint. I’ve never used Tamiya acrylics before and I

recently. It looked very nice tipped straight out of the box in

won’t be using them again! Humbrol enamel paints have a

its flying logo ‘Rio Grange’ livery……… I didn’t even like the

long enough drying time to enable you to ‘work’ the paint and,

box mine was in, never mind its contents!

by using good quality, soft brushes, leave little or no evidence
of brush strokes. The same cannot be said of Tamiya

There was nothing for it but to ‘bite the bullet’ and set to.

acrylics! They are, undoubtedly, better thinned and applied
with an airbrush. They, for me, dry far too quickly to be

The loco and tender were stripped of all their superstructure

convincingly applied with a paint brush …… no matter how

parts which then had brake fluid carefully applied to remove

good its quality.

the ‘seasonal’ livery. If you use this method, apply the brake
fluid sparingly as it can attack some plastics!
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After a great deal of effort, the smoke box and chimney were

I used ‘Micro Sol’ because it also helps the decal to adhere.

over painted with the ‘gunmetal’ and to a reasonable finish.
Once dry, I applied a wash of ‘Micro Set’ to the decal. Do not
A set of San Juan D&RGW loco decals were acquired from

be surprised to see it ‘wrinkle’ - this is quite normal. If you see

EDM Models …… thanks, Paul, for your excellent and

any air bubbles under the decal, they can be gently eased

prompt service.

out using a soft paint brush. Again, allow the decal to dry.
Should you see any further air bubbles (or ‘silvering’), repeat

Now decalling models has never been my strong point. I

the ‘Micro Set’ process. Your decal may, again, wrinkle as it

never have been able to ‘hide’ the decals ….. they have

softens but, as it dries, the wrinkles will disappear and the

always managed to, somehow, show through the final clear

decal will settle around details and adhere to the surface it’s

finish. Still, that’s a remarkable improvement on my very first

been applied to.

attempt at the age of ten or so when I simply cut out the RAF
roundals and stuck them to my Airfix ‘Spitfire’ ….. backing

If the decal has not settled into any ot the panel lines or

paper and all!

around raised detail such as rivets, use that new, very sharp
scalpel and carefully cut along the detail line, re-apply ‘Micro

There’s a host of extremely helpful guides,

Set’ and the decal should settle down nicely.

recommendations, tutorials and tips out there in the ether simply ‘Google’ “fixing decals to a model” and take your pick!

Once all the decalling had been completed and dried for 24
hours, I sprayed all parts with Tamiya matt clear coat.

Cutting out the decal as closely as possible to the detail
wanted with a scalpel fitted with a new blade is highly

Amazingly, all the decal ‘edges’ disappeared and the end

recommended. Never use an old/blunt blade, no matter how

result looks as though all the lettering has been painted on.

sharp you think it may be, as it may well catch in the decal
film, drag and tear it.

It was time to re-assemble the model and assess the result.

Whist the decal was soaking in water, I applied Microscale’s

All in all, I’m quite pleased with the overall result and the poor

‘Micro Sol’ to the area where the decal was to be applied.

finish on the smoke box using the Tamiya paint has served to

Once the decal was able to slide freely on its backing paper it

convince me that this loco has to be weathered.

was carefully applied to the appropriate part of the model.
There is a trick to doing this. Never push a decal. It will

The final touches, such as painting the sun/weather blinds

inevitably fold and crease and can be the Devil’s own game

above the windows and the window sills themselves involved

to rectify (if at all) without seriously damaging the decal.

more Tamiya paints (the blinds khaki and the window sills a

Gently ‘pull’ the decal until it overhangs the backing paper,

dark brown) and the addition of a crew help to make this a

put this ‘edge’ in its place on the model and hold it with a wet

half decent loco. The driver (engineer) and fireman are both

paint brush. Grip the backing paper with a pair of flat bladed

‘Woodland Scenics’ figures, but the driver is minus that part

tweezers and gently ease the paper from under the decal.

of his anatomy from the waist down in order to fit in the cab’s
rather cramped space. He’s firmly glued to the window sill

If the decal needs to be aligned, apply more ‘Micro Sol’ and

and the inner cab wall so he won’t be needing his legs!

gently ‘pull’ the decal to the correct position using a paint
brush. Never use your fingers - they are not precise enough

One modification was made to the front of the loco with the

and they may well leave a grease mark on the decal.

removal of the original ‘cow catcher’ and substituting it with
one intended for a Bachmann 2-6-0. With just one saw cut

Any excess water/‘Micro Sol’ can be soaked up using the

across the original fitting, the Bachmann part is a straight

edge of a piece of kitchen roll. Set aside and allow to dry.

swap - even the holes in the footplate for the boiler stays are
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perfectly placed to match the original part! Some further work

Tools needed :Scalpel (new blade)
Sharp scissors
Soft paint brush
Tweezers (flat blades)
Razor saw

Materials used:Bowl of water
Microscale ‘Micro Sol’
Microscale ‘Micro Set’
Paints
Clear matt finish (Tamiya acrylic)
Set of San Juan D&RGW loco
decals
Woodland Scenics figures

needs to be done - i.e. paint
those glaring handrails black and
trim the ‘cow catcher’ to allow the
fitting of two steps.

That’s the model so far, and well
worth the effort it’s taken. I’m no
longer reluctant to take it out of
its box and have no problem
admitting I own it!

Now for that Donny Osmond
album………… I’m sure that with
some hot water and a little
careful shaping, I can turn it into
a perfectly acceptable plant pot
holder!
To obtain parts/materials

History of D&RGW 293

1) Microscale products from :-

You can look this loco up on a number of web sites, but you

eModels Ltd at ‘www.emodels.co.uk'

will find that it, in company with 292, was ordered from

2) San Juan loco decals from :-

Baldwin’s loco works but neither were ever delivered to the

EDM Models/NGTrains at ‘www.ngtrains.com'

Denver and Rio Grande Western Railroad. It, therefore, has

3) Tamiya paints and matt finish from:-

either no history or any history I choose to give it …. and it

most good general model shops

still has an ‘official’ D&RGW number! I suppose if I had not

4) Woodland Scenics figures from:-

put a crew in it, I could have run it as a real, ghost loco!!

Bachmann at ‘www.bachmann.co.uk'
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THE LAST WORD

MMRG Newsletter readers recommend :“THE MODEL CENTRE”

That’s September done and dusted and, apparently, we now

Hill Farm, Beck Hole, Whitby, North Yorkshire,

have fewer hours of daylight than we have darkness for the
next six months!

YO22 5LF
01947 899125

September’s been a busy month for some of our Club
members and readers! Both shows at Swindon and Poynton,

“www.themodelcentre.com"

though 160 miles and only one week apart, were well
supported by Club members as exhibitors and I spotted
more than a few of our members and readers of this
Newsletter as visitors at both exhibitions, Poynton

CLUB CONTACTS AND WEB ADDRESSES
Newsletter:-

especially. I’ve said it before and, no doubt, I’ll say it again
many times that MMRG ‘punches well above its weight’ and
certainly makes its presence felt…. and Club members and

e-mail
telephone

“MMRG-NewsLetter@hotmail.com"
07761 122126

our readership should (and, no doubt do) take some pride in
the support they show for this hobby. Macclesfield is, as
ever, ‘showing up on the radar’!

Macclesfield Model Railway Group:web site

‘www.macclesfieldmrg.org.uk'

e-mail

‘macclesfieldmodelrailwaygroup@gmail.com'

But it’s now coming round time to ‘hibernate’ and dig out all
those ‘round-to-it’ projects and get down to some serious
modelling instead of gallavanting round the countryside!

telephone

07796 457978
07761 122126

And speaking of those projects - how about telling us all
about any that you are involved with. Your project could so

Twitter

www.twitter.com/@MacclesfieldMRG

easily inspire others, give them ideas for their own railway

Facebook

www.facebook.com/macclesfieldmrg

modelling enjoyment or even show them what is possible to
achieve. All it takes is a few photos and a few notes and you
could be headed for your ‘gold star’!

If you would like to contact the Newsletter or Macclesfield Model
Railway Group for any reason, simply ‘click’ on the appropriate red

I’m still hoping for some contributions for next month’s issue

link above.

(November) with it’s theme of the 100th anniversary of the
ending of WW1. If you can help in any way, please do.

Don’t forget ……… your Committee members are:-

As ever, I hope that you have enjoyed this issue and I

Chairman

Shaun Horrocks

welcome any feedback you may wish to give.

Vice Chairman

Mike Hebblethwaite

Treasurer

Alan Ashton

Secretary

Tom McDonough

Enjoy your hobby and have a safe October.

MMRG Newsletter readers recommend :-

Member reps

Tony Hallatt

“CHESHIRE MODELS”

Steve Nixon

37, Sunderland Street, Macclesfield

Gerry Ogden

01625 511646
www.cheshiremods.org.uk

Colin Moores

Newsletter Editor
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Mike Hebblethwaite

