
N

E

W

S

L

E

T

T

E

R

MACCLESFIELD MODEL RAILWAY GROUP

KEEPING YOU INFORMED

APRIL 2018
ISSUE 57

GLOBAL APPEAL?
SEE PAGE 11

THE FINAL PART 

OF DOMINIC’S U.S. 

TOUR - HONEST!

SEE PAGE 8

LIKE TO KNOW WHERE 

YOUR TRAINS ARE?
see page 4



CONTENTS

REGULAR FEATURES

Editorial    3

The Last Word             20

FEATURE ARTICLES

Optical Sensors on Gupworthy Junction   4

Ken Ball Takes a Bow    7

Glenwood Springs   8

Rebuilding a Travelling Post Office 14

Having a ‘Sheldon Cooper Day’ 15

The £1 Layout Finds a New Home 18

THE FUNNIES

Can’t Kitbash? 10

Yes Volks. It really is a Railway 10

No Room For a Turntable? 10

Not Quite the Garden Railway He’d Planned 10

Railtrack Take Note (video) 10

INFORMATION

Exhibition 2018 - Stats and a Few Surprises 11

Pat Honey’s Poser 13

Apology 17

The Newsletter and Your Data 19

Club contacts and web addresses 20

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

All article text and photographs are by the authors except for images for “The 

Funnies” which are drawn from the internet and are, with our apologies, 
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and apology in the next available issue.

IT’S UP TO YOU

This Newsletter relies for its content on material supplied by its readers and 

no-one else. It does not ‘pick up’ on articles in other publications, it does not 

syndicate and it tries to reflect no-one’s views and opinions other than those 

of its readers.

You can help to maintain that integrity by ‘keeping in touch’ …. let us know 

what you think, what you are doing with your hobby. If you have any ideas 

about how this Newsletter could be improved, what you like or don’t like 

about it, then please contact the Newsletter either through “Over to You” or to 

the Editor direct at…….

“MMRG-NewsLetter@hotmail.com”

THE NEWSLETTER 

YOUR TEAM (so far) 

Editor      Mike Hebblethwaite 

Research (internet trawling!)   Mike Hebblethwaite 

The fun bits    Mike Hebblethwaite 

     Alek Adamski 

If you would like to join the team and set up a regular (or even occasional!) 
feature, please contact the Editor. At the moment this Newsletter is too 
much a “one man band”!  All contributions are welcome. 

CONTACT THE NEWSLETTER 

The Newsletter now has its own e-mail contact address, which is :- 

“MMRG-NewsLetter@hotmail.com” 

We hope we will have a very full ‘in-tray’ each month!  

Any ideas about what we should include, any contributions you may wish to 
make about yourself and your interests, any news, recommended hobby 
outlets or just a general “Hi” to fellow readers would be very welcome. 

It’s your Newsletter! Use it. 

NEWSLETTER POLICY 

This Newsletter is freely distributed to regular subscribers and is available 
to download through Macclesfield Model Railway Group’s web site. Some 
of our information is derived from the internet and we try to acknowledge 
sources where ever we can. However, it is not always possible to trace 
original sources with the limited facilities that we have and apologise 
unreservedly in advance for any oversight. 

As a reader/recipient of this Newsletter, you are free to distribute it 
amongst your friends and family, other clubs and societies to which you 
may belong or use any part of it to promote and further interest in railway 
modelling. 

MMRG claims no copyright of any of the content and you are free to use any 
part of it for any non-profit making purpose you wish. Should you wish to 
use any of the content in any documentation of your own, all that we ask is 
that, as a courtesy, you forward us a copy. 

With regard to commercial/for profit use of our material, we have to rely on 
trust - we have no way of monitoring such use. If you do intend to use our 
material in such a way, please ask for permission first. It is unlikely to be 
refused but, at the very least, an acknowledgement would be expected in 
return. 

COMMERCIAL ADVERTISING 

Our policy, at present, is that this publication will carry no commercial 
advertising. It is a Newsletter! However, should you wish to place an 
“advertising article” concerning a new product, an up-grade to an existing 
product or a more general “of benefit/interest to railway modellers” article, 
please contact ‘The Editor” via e-mail initially. It is understood that such 
features do not carry the endorsement of MMRG unless specified. 

AND FINALLY 

This Newsletter is produced for and on behalf of Macclesfield Model 
Railway Group as part of their ‘constitutional’ obligation to promote and 
support the hobby of railway modelling. MMRG, under it’s own rules, is 
obliged to pursue ‘educational’ opportunities within the hobby and this 
Newsletter is proud to play its part. 

No price can be placed on the value of ‘education’, which is why this 
Newsletter is, and always will be, free. 
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EDITORIAL

That’s it. 

The game’s up!

I’ve got my stats and they definitely show that some of you are hiding in the 

good old US of A! Some I can explain with folks on holiday, some I know 

have taken business trips and some use e-mail providers based in 

California (in a shopping mall in Mountain View, San Francisco no less!). 

But if 53 separate downloads in California alone is because of those 

reasons, then the UK must be damned near empty! And that doesn’t 

account for downloads in New York, Pennsylvania, Washington, Idaho and 

Oregon - although we do know someone lucky enough to be living in the 

latter.

If you are reading this ‘Stateside’, how would you like to let us know about 

the model railroad (see, I got that right!) scene where you are? What clubs 

are there? What model railroad projects have you been involved in? What 

can you tell us about railroads in general? Back here in the UK, we’d love to 

know……and so might your fellow Americans! 

We’ve an 0n30 group modelling (allegedly!) a ‘Colorado’ style layout to 

replace ‘Purgatory Peak’ (Google ‘purgatory peak model railroad’) which is 

a town setting with a lakeside facility…….imaginative, I know, but we have 

to find an excuse to run those lovely k27, k28, k36 and k37s somewhere (!) 

and the only place they ran in numbers was Colorado! Throw in a few c16 

and c19s and, you guessed it, we’re pretty stuck with ‘location’! Do you 

model narrow gauge? If you do, then please tell us about it.

Maybe you model ‘standard’ gauge in HO, O or even S or O27. What can I 

say? Don’t be shy! Tell us about it.

All that I’ve said above doesn’t only apply to the USA. We have contributors 

to this Newsletter from Germany, occasionally from Holland, and it’s always 

good to hear from them. We have regular contributors from the UK and it’s 

good to hear from them, too. It doesn’t matter whether it’s about model 

railways or the full-scale thing …. it’s all about your interests, 

what fires your enthusiasm for railways (sorry, US cousins, 

railroads!) and the projects you are involved in.

This Newsletter may say “Macclesfield Model Railway 

Group” in it’s top banner but this Newsletter is open to 

anyone interested in model railways …… MMRG 

sponsors this Newsletter and it is an important, but 

independent, part of their commitment to promoting the 

hobby and sharing skills within it. 

In that sense, it’s not MMRG’s Newsletter ……. it’s yours!

I know that recent Newsletters have concentrated on 

MMRG’s annual exhibition, but it isn’t just an important part 

of the Club’s fund raising, it is also part of its commitment 

to promoting the hobby and generating awareness of what 

is possible beyond the ‘train set’. I hope you were able to come along and 

see for yourself the unlimited potential that this hobby offers.

You, too, can play your part. Please, share your interests and skills. 

Together we can take this hobby further than we ever could alone.

Macclesfield Model Railway Group 
supports the development of 

“MegaPoint Controllers” 
through the On30 Group 

for all the latest news, go to "www.megapointscontrollers.com" 
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ADVENTURES WITH ‘MEGAPOINTS’ 
OPTICAL SENSORS ON ‘GUPWORTHY 
JUNCTION’
Dave Nicholson 

Back in the cold, dark autumnal days of October 2017, I spent some time 

with Dave Fenton discussing the options for optically sensing the position of 

locomotives and rolling stock on my layout, ‘Gupworthy Junction’. Ideas 

were exchanged on the need to cope with variations in ambient light levels 

encountered across a range of locations and types of light.

Cost is important because quite a lot of these sensor circuits are eventually 

envisaged. A successful circuit using light dependent resistors was 

developed that would have cost a few pounds. Just as we were about to 

enter production, a mass-produced reflective infrared (IR) unit became 

available. After a comprehensive evaluation programme, it appeared to 

perform just as well, but was much more cost effective. It is now sold under 

the MegaPoints label.

This commercial sensor was chosen (with a small amount of hardware 

adaptation) for use on Gupworthy Junction in conjunction with the 

MegaPoints Feedback Aggregator. The basic unit is shown in photo 1.

Photo 1

To enable the sensors to be remotely mounted in the track at a distance 

from the monitoring circuit; the IR receiver (the black diode), and 

transmission light emitting diode (LED) (the clear diode) were removed from 

the circuit board and mounted on a small support made from Slater’s 

Plastikard. The two diodes were then reconnected using a short length of 

red, white and black flexible servo wire, as shown in photo 2.

Photo 2

After trials, five of these units each with a 500 mm lead were installed, set 

up and successfully tested, as shown in Photos 3 and 4.
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Suddenly, in February 2018, a problem emerged. The system reported 

trains that were not there and not those that were; a complete reversal of 

the design logic!

To cut a long story short, a test rig was assembled and, after a lengthy 

investigation, the problem was traced to that rarest of things in Somerset; 

Solar IR emissions. My railway room windows face south and west, catch 

the midday and afternoon sun. The IR emissions causing the problems 

actually came from two sources. The primary one was the Sun, but a 

secondary source was also sideways transmission of IR light from the 

transmission LED into the side of the IR receiver.

The effect of all these stray IR emissions was to saturate the IR receiver, 

producing a logic 0 output. When a wagon passed over the sensor placing 

it in shadow, the logic output became a 1. Shielding the IR receiver from 

most of the stray IR emissions caused the system to revert to proper 

functionality.

The Problem :- How to screen the IR receiver from stray radiation, whilst 

ensuring it could still see the IR beam from the LED transmitter when it is 

reflected off the bottom of a loco or wagon?

All the approaches I tried worked, proving I was on the right track, but each 

had a drawback. Either it was too costly, too complex or too difficult to 

implement. Only certain materials blocked IR emissions. As always, better 

blocking required a more complex solution.

The Solution:-

Eventually I applied the “KISS” (Keep It Simple, Stupid) principle. A 10 mm 

length of 4.8 mm diameter black heat shrink-tube was cut down to 6.25 mm, 

as shown in Photo 5.

The shortened tube was then slipped over each IR receiver as shown in 

photo 6.

Taking great care not to over-heat either diode, which can have a long term 

effect on performance, heat was gently applied and the sleeve shrunk over 

the IR receiver as shown in photo 7.

Photo 7  

The modified IR receiver lens after gently heating the tube.

Note that the top of the IR receiver lens is slightly obscured, reducing the 

overall lens diameter, thus reducing the sensitivity of the IR receiver. This 

appears to solve the problem completely. All that remains is to set the 

sensitivity of the detector circuit.

This should be done under the maximum illumination with which the layout 

is expected to have to cope. The method is as follows:-

1) Rotate the blue potentiometer to the clockwise maximum. Both the power 

LED and the green indicator LED should be illuminated as in photo 8.

2) Rotate the blue potentiometer anti-clockwise until the green indicator 

LED turns off, which should be between the 9 and 3 o’clock 

position, as shown in photos 9 and 10. If this doesn’t happen, 5



the IR receiver is still receiving too many stray IR emissions. Remove 

the 6.25 mm tube and replace it with a piece 6.5 mm long and re-

shrink the tube.

3) Roll a test wagon over the pair of diodes and check that the green 

LED illuminates when the wagon is above it.

The pointer on these potentiometers is illustrated by the line between the 

two notches cut out on each side of one of the small adjustment slots, see 

photo 11.

(This potentiometer is set to the 10 -30 position).

The sensitivity of these IR diodes varies considerably, so this process may 

need to be repeated a number of times, each time the length of the heat-

shrink tube should be increased by 0.25 mm. The eventual diameter of the 

exposed hole at the top, (after heating), correspondingly reduces, cutting 

down the IR emissions reaching the IR receiver. So long as the 

potentiometer setting is between the 9 and 3 o’clock positions, the detector 

will function properly.

Dave Nicholson is a prominent Scale Seven modeller who frequently bends 

MegaPoints Controllers gear beyond its intended design parameters, often 

with interesting results.

We recently launched a feedback module that accepts current, voltage and 

infra red sensors onto our network.

David wrote this interesting infra red write up on his findings which I thought 

would be of interest to our Newsletter readers. 

You can see David Nicholson’s 'train set' (Gupworthy Junction) here:-

 https://youtu.be/7EbrEjPjCq8

PS: No, it’s not really a train set and it really is rather well engineered!

Dave Fenton :)

MMRG Newsletter readers recommend :- 

“S.M.T.F.” (model shop) 

Brookside Garden Centre, London Road North, 
Poynton, Cheshire, SK12 1BY 

01625 850427 
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KEN BALL TAKES A BOW
Mike Hebblethwaite

It’s perhaps very fitting that Ken chose this year’s MMRG exhibition to 

announce his retirement from ‘the public scene’. He was very much a 

founder member of our Club and did much to ‘set the scene’ for its future 

development. MMRG has long been a Club that ‘punches well above its 

weight’ and encourages innovation and ‘out of the box’ thinking. That is 

almost entirely due to the foundations that Ken and those early members 

laid ……. I’ll not tell you too much about that - you’ll have to wait for future 

issues!

Ken, as we all know (if you read last month’s 

issue!) is a ‘Macc Lad’ through and through 

and has built many models of buildings 

well known in the town. Sadly, many 

of the original buildings have 

either now gone (torn down in 

the name of ‘progress’) or 

have changed almost 

beyond recognition 

through various 

‘renovations’… what is 

happening to Kenyon’s 

is a good example. 

They, however, live on 

thanks to Ken’s 

modelling skills and are 

instantly recognisable to 

Maxonians with long 

enough memories!!

In appreciation for the major 

part he played in the founding of our Club, the immense contribution he has 

made to our hobby and in recognition of his skills as a model builder, he 

was presented with a ‘Life-Time Achievement’ Award at the show by Shaun 

Horrocks (MMRG Chairman).

Has Ken fully retired? Not a bit of it! He’s still taking commissions for his 

work and is currently ‘adding to the industrial landscape’ (in model form) 

somewhere in the London area! His skills are as much in demand as they 

ever were.
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‘www.ukmodelshops.co.uk'

You’ve not seen or heard 

the last from Ken - far 

from it!

Look out in future issues 

as Ken takes us for walks 

back in time. Next month 

he looks at the early, 

formative years of 

Macclesfield Model 

Railway Group.

“That’s one I built earlier!”
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GLENWOOD SPRINGS

Dominic Emery

The last stop on our visit to Colorado before heading back to Denver and 

the Airport was Glenwood Springs. As we would have plenty of time there 

before we could go to our Motel, we soon discovered (to Gaby’s 

disappointment!) that there were only 2 Shopping Centres ……. but there 

was a small Railroad Museum in the Station. So off we went and to my 

surprise at the station saw that an AMTRAK train was late and was due at 

any moment. It was the westbound “California Zephyr“. Its a train that only 

runs once a day in each direction. So we waited on the single platform and I 

saw my first AMTRAK passenger train from close up (Dommy's luck, 

again!).

Arriving at the Motel I saw that it overlooked the line into Glenwood and 

asked for a room from where I could see the line, which we got. The freight 

trains that passed through Glenwood were very quiet mainly due to the fact 

that the Colorado River , the Interstate and two other roads were between 

us and the railroad! There being no level (grade) crossings anywhere in the 

near vicinity, where the engines always sound their horns, meant that we 

almost missed arriving trains. There were mixed freights and very long coal 

trains with engines at the front , in the middle and one at the back and also 

a similar BNSF oil train. So we spent part of the afternoon on the balcony 

waiting for trains to appear before going to one of the Shopping Malls.

We had planned our last full day to visit yet another National Park, but 

decided we had had enough of walking around in 

temperatures around 40° Centigrade and didn't fancy driving 8

An essential piece of ‘winter kit’ in this part of the world!



2 hours there and 2 hours back. Gaby wanted to go to a Hot Springs Relax 

Baths in Glenwood. 

As I wanted to avoid the roadworks in the town I checked the town map and 

crossed the river to take the road on the other side. What I didn't know was 

that this road took us directly past the goods yard and I saw the reason why 

a coal train that had come in before breakfast was still stopped in front of 

our Motel. They were putting 3 engines in the middle of the train for the 

climb over the Rocky Mountains. We parked up and I took some close up 

photos of the engines and then we continued to the hot springs.

The small pools or tubs not only overlooked the river they also overlooked 

the railroad. The problem again was that the trains came past very quietly. 

Although I am not an USA railroad fan I tried to get photos of as many 

engines and some of the wagons as I could.

It was a fitting way to end our USA holiday and even though we did not 

have time or they were not on our route to visit all the Museum Lines in 

Colorado, I had tried to pick out ones that were the most interesting for us 

both, which was a good thing because Gaby pays for herself and she was 

very impressed with the choice. I have had to wait a long time to be able to 

visit the Railroads in Colorado, its only a shame that I couldn't have gone 

sooner (no money!).

I must say that my partner has a lot of patience when it comes to me waiting 

for a train to pass.

I hope that your interest in Colorado has been awakened and can only say 

….. start saving up!

A BIT OF EXTRA …….

Dominic included this interesting photo of the connection between two of 

the carriages on this ‘California Zephyr’  and it brought back memories of 

my own journey aboard the ‘CZ’ from Denver to Chicago in 2012.

The carriages have their seating areas and berths on a raised level with 

luggage storage, water tanks, showers, etc on the lower level. Whilst this 

arrangement has undoubted benefits as far as viewing the spectacular 

scenery is concerned, those raised corridor connections can introduce their 

own interesting features!

Track-work in America is maybe, how can I put it tactfully, not as smooth as 

ours and their trains can sway more than a little at times. Those high level 

connections only serve to accentuate the movement and crossing them can 

be co-ordinationally challenging - especially following a few drinks with 

dinner in the dining car!

And talking of challenging, it can be quite entertaining watching someone 

clambering (or trying to!) into the top bunk at the end of the day….. at least, 

the CO thought my efforts were hilarious!

Did you know that the California Zephyrs are timetabled to start their 

journey (from either Chicago or Emeryville, San Francisco) so that they 

pass through the more spectacular scenery during daylight hours?
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MMRG Newsletter readers recommend :- 

“THE MODEL CENTRE” 

Hill Farm, Beck Hole, Whitby, North Yorkshire,  

YO22 5LF 

01947 899125 

“www.themodelcentre.com"
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CAN’T KIT-BASH?

No matter had bad you think you might be, you can rest assured that 

someone out there is even worse in 12” to the foot!

YES VOLKS, IT REALLY IS A RAILWAY!

NO ROOM FOR A TURNTABLE? YOU WON’T HAVE 
ROOM FOR THIS!

NOT QUITE THE GARDEN RAILWAY HE’D PLANNED!

RAILTRACK TAKE NOTE. THIS IS HOW YOU DEAL WITH 
SNOW ON THE LINES!!

To play the video, simply click on the picture!

Do you remember these units? Long gone from from our 

rails now but odd preserved examples can still be found.

Do you know of a video link that might be of interest 

to other readers? If you do, then please let me 
know and I’ll include it in a future issue. We now 

have the technology! In fact we’ve had it for a long 
time …. it’s just taken me a while to understand it!
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EXHIBITION 2018 - STATS & SURPRISES!
Mike Hebblethwaite

We’ve been asked more than once, “How did the show 

go?” and “Very well” as a reply, for some folks, is just not 

enough! I understand that, but it is not always the 

foundation of a good conversation to be rattling off an 

endless stream of facts and figures, but for those that are 

interested in that kind of detail ….. here goes.

For the first time, as a Club, we’d specifically been using 

social media to try to ‘get our message across’ about the 

forthcoming show and, if the feedback is anything to go by, 

we shall be using social media (such as Facebook and 

local ‘For Sale in …..’ social media sites) much more extensively next year 

and will be extending our reach into places outside our immediate area.

A good example of 

successfully using 

Facebook can be seen in 

the post above. It reached 

a staggering 4,674 people 

….. a reach we couldn’t 

possibly achieve without 

paying out for advertising in 

the local paper! Other posts 

reached between 

80 and 2,800 

people. The sheer 

number of people 

reached was 

incredible but the 

number of ‘tags’, 

‘LIKES’, ‘SHARES’ 

and comments 

were equally so. 

People were 

talking about the exhibition to each other and who, maybe, had no interest 

themselves but knew someone who might have. Opening those kinds of 

conversations is not possible with a newspaper or magazine advert!

Some of our posts were placed on ‘0n30 Market Place’ (a buy/sell social 

media site) simply because British railway modellers use it. What we didn’t 

expect was the support and great comments we got from US model 

railroaders! A spin-off has been that last month’s Newsletter was 

downloaded (up to17th March) in California 48 times, Oregon 6 times, 

Idaho, Washington and New York once each and three times in 

Pennsylvania!

But the ‘reach’ doesn’t stop there! It’s also been downloaded once in 

Portugal, twice in Spain, 6 times in Germany, 33 times in 

Holland (!) and once in India!! And that’s in addition to the 373 11

Graphic portrait of the number of ‘interactions’ with the Club’s posts in the week leading up to the exhibition . 



times it’s been downloaded in the UK! 

Just as an aside, we only have a ‘subscribed circulation’ of 231!

Our posts may have been about our exhibition and what could be seen at it, 

but it has also had the effect of raising the profile of this, let’s face it, very 

small club with only 34 members!

We, of course, used the ‘standard methods’ of advertising the exhibition - 

UK Model Shops, BRM, etc - but we have no way of assessing their impact 

on, or benefit to, this event. From the numbers of ‘serious modellers’ who 

attended the show on the Saturday, we have to assume that advertising in 

the modelling press at least had the effect of putting the show on more than 

a few people’s ‘radar’! Attendances were more than ‘on target’ to equal last 

year’s overall, record numbers.

Sunday is, traditionally for our event (and for many other model railway 

shows), much more of a family event with far more children in evidence and 

this year was no exception. Although attendances were down compared 

with last year (an exceptionally good year!), they were not disappointingly 

so. Strong competition for family attention came in the form of ‘Mothering 

Sunday’ and we were well aware that it may well have an impact. It did! 

There was, of course, that BIG 

RED BUS (RM 467) that provided 

an excellent (and free to the 

passengers!) service between the 

railway station, bus station and 

the exhibition venue. 

Here’s a few stats for you. 

The round trip from Tytherington 

to the station and back is 

approximately 3.2 miles and the 

bus made 26 round trips covering 

roughly 83.2 miles during the 

course of the two day show and she consumed diesel at the rate of about 7 

to 8 miles per gallon or around 11 gallons (and I thought ‘Bertha’ was 

thirsty!). 240 passengers were carried on the Saturday and a further 181 on 

the Sunday - a total of 421 altogether!

To say that the bus was a ‘hit’ would be something of an understatement! 

Those who arrived at the show courtesy of this service were ‘buzzing’ and 

the excitement amongst the children was obvious for all to see.

Will the bus be a feature of next year’s show? What do you think! Of course 

it will …… if Peter Nash (owner/driver) and Anthony Hammersley 

(conductor) can be persuaded to put the 9th and 10th March 2019 in their 

diaries!

And what about the show itself? What facts and figures can we conjure up 

for you?

As you may have noticed right off the bat as you came in …… we had a till! 

And we had another on the Club Members’/Secondhand Sales Stall. Both of 

these tills were loaned to us by our good friends at Wigan Finescale 

Railway Modellers (yes, those of Wigan Show fame!) and what a boon they 

proved to be……. so much so that we are seriously thinking of investing in a 

couple for our own future use…….. and, for once, the money taken at the 

door tallied with ticket numbers and the till roll. Almost! But near enough 

when ‘human error’ was taken into account. Once our door staff had got the 

hang of this, to them, new piece of technology, door transactions were 

much speedier than had previously been the case. Someone, unkindly, said 

it took them until 1600hrs on Sunday!

The till on the Secondhand Stall enabled us to operate without having to 

note every single sale on log sheets by hand and, so, seriously sped up the 

rate at which we could serve customers. Despite the fact that we were 

somewhat down in terms of attendances, the stall was able to contribute 

almost exactly the same amount (£1k+) to Club funds as last year - and that 

was a ‘mega-year’ for both the stall and the Club. In terms of sales, 

commission from the sale of members’ items accounted for 3% of our 

‘profits’ with a staggering 97% coming from the sale of donated items! 

Unfortunately the till roll didn’t exactly tally with actual sales. We had, 

according to the till roll, one sale of £41,452.18 and another of £14,863.91 

and an apparent total just shy of 6 figures. We wish! New technology. Bah! 

To those who have so generously given items to the Club, we cannot thank 

you enough. The money you have helped to raise for the Club will be put to 

very good use and will, certainly, ensure that the Club can continue to 

promote the hobby into the future.

Attendances were good and above average at 1350+ (we missed a few 

children who ducked under the radar!), but were short of the 1600 we had 

last year. Sunday, of course, was Mothering Sunday. Now if those missing 

250 had brought their mothers ………

They say an army marches on its stomach and that must also be true for 

our exhibitors! They managed to get through 13 breakfasts, 148 lunches 

and 296 cups of tea and coffee…..We’re going to have to put them on some 

serious diets next year! 

Other stats of interest include :-

1) Thomas the Tank engine had (approx) 150 different drivers over the 

weekend (ASLEF take note!)

2) The secondhand stall had over 200 customers!

3) 20+ readers of this Newsletter called at the secondhand stall simply to 

say, “Hello”.

4) Approximately 150+ children brought their parents or grandparents …. 

well done kids!!

If you were amongst our statistics, thank you for coming to the show. All of 

us involved in its organisation hope you enjoyed your time with us and, 

most of all, hope to see you next year …….. March 9th and 10th. Make a 

note …… now!!!
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PAT HONEY’S POSER

You may remember that last month we asked if any of you could help put Pat 

out of his misery and identify where this wagon weighbridge was located and, 

boy, did some of you come up trumps!

It is the weigh bridge at Mountain Ash in the Cynon Valley, South Wales.

The last of the mines in the valley (Tower Colliery) closed in 2008 after re-

opening in 1995. All other mines had been closed by 1989.

In the 1930s it was possible to walk all the way from Bwllfa Colliery down to 

Abercynon Colliery underground without surfacing!

Thanks to all who e-mailed me with the answer. Pat can sleep at night now!

MMRG Newsletter readers recommend :- 

“WALTONS of ALTRINCHAM” 

30, Stamford St, Altrincham, WA14 1EY 

0161 928 5940 

“www.WaltonsModels.co.uk”

MMRG Newsletter readers recommend :- 

“TRIDENT TRAINS” 

Unit 10, The Craft Arcade, Dagfields Craft Centre, 
Crewe Road, Walgherton, Nantwich, Cheshire,  

CW5 7LG 

01270 842400 

MMRG Newsletter readers recommend :- 

“CHESHIRE MODELS” 

37, Sunderland Street, Macclesfield 

01625 511646 

www.cheshiremods.org.uk
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FEEDBACK ON THE SHOW

We’d really appreciate your help!

If you visited the show this year, or have done so 
in the past, we would like to hear any comments 
that you’d like to make. 

You could tell us what we did well, what we didn’t 
do so well, what we didn’t include that you feel, 
maybe, we should have, what you liked and didn’t 
like. Maybe you’ve got some new ideas that we 
should try.

Any comment you wish to make could help us to 
make next year’s show even better.

It is only by listening to you and learning from you 
that we can improve.

You can contact us through the Newsletter at:-

“MMRG-NewsLetter@hotmail.com"

mailto:MMRG-NewsLetter@hotmail.com
http://www.WaltonsModels.co.uk
http://www.WaltonsModels.co.uk
http://www.cheshiremods.org.uk
mailto:MMRG-NewsLetter@hotmail.com
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REBUILDING A TRAVELLING POST OFFICE circa 1931!
Pat Honey

I watch the auctions and bid on line for any Gauge 1 stuff. Most of it’s old 

and piled into boxes with very very brief descriptions. Many items cannot be 

seen in the boxes, so when bidding for them it's a bit of a gamble.

The first lot I bought came in two big boxes and all the blurb said was 

“19 G1 wagons and coaches”. When they were unpacked there turned 

out to be 16 assorted goods wagons and 3 coaches.

One of the coaches was a scratch built, complete, but rough model of 

a 1931 T.P.O. with ribbed paper sides! (photo 1) In the pre WW2 

period there was very little available for the scratch builder and I think 

this was the wrinkle card used in tins of biscuits at that time.

I refurbished all the running gear, etc, and then Neil Sutton tackled the 

body - photos 2 and 3 show the end result after fitting a new 

‘Plasticard’ skin

Photo 2 shows the ‘working’ side with photo 3 the non-working side.

This carriage is now at Keele and Neil and I are refurbishing 9 other scratch 

built coaches (including 2 Pullmans) from about the same period to make a 

10 coach train !

I have never seen another TPO in Gauge 1

I made up a lineside equipment 

fixture for it as well out of scrap 

(see photo 4).

The catching posts have now 

been netted but still no picture of it 

in use, I’m afraid, as I have not 

been to Keele for some time.

1

2

3

Look out for more from 

Pat in future issues and, 
now that I’ve finally 

‘mastered’ the process, 
some video links to the 

G1 set up at Keele 
……..fingers crossed!
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HAVING A SHELDON COOPER DAY!

Neil Fraser

If you like ‘The Big Bang Theory’ you will know that Sheldon 

Cooper likes trains. He even went on a trip around the USA 

for several weeks and never left a station all the time he was 

away…..until someone stole his pants! Well I did a similar 

trip today. I bought 2 tickets at Hazel Grove (free parking) 

where the booking office man had never sold a Cumbria 

Coast Ticket before. 

 I crossed the bridge and got on the train to Manchester 

Oxford Rd from where my train left on time at 7:24. The only 

problem was it was a 156 with only 2 cars! It was very full 

and I had to stand. When we got into Manchester Piccadilly 

a lot got off and we arrived at Oxford Rd platform 1 about 

7:50. My original plan was to go from Stockport at 8:00 but I 

would have had to pay parking and its not much difference 

price wise, but you have to leave earlier.

Time to find the toilets on platform 4 and get a coffee to take 

with me. My next train went from platform 2. It came in very 

full from Barrow and took about 5 mins to empty. I found a 

nice window seat with a table to myself and, as it travelled 

north, a few got on and off at Bolton. The line north is being 

electrified and a lot of work could be seen with new masts  

being installed. 

A new tunnel has been built to take the wires at Kersley  (the 

old tunnel was 2 small bores) and Bolton station is having a 

new platform and major track works. We were delayed a bit 

leaving Bolton but the driver made up the time by Preston.  

The next stop was Lancaster where my first ticket ended, 

then onto the Cumbria Coast Round Robin ticket. Our next 

stop was Carnforth where we kept left next to the West 

Coast Railway depot. Lots of Coaches and class 47’s 

outside with a steam loco by the shed (not sure what loco it 

was but it looked to be a Southern pacific type.) 

A lot of passengers got off at Grange over Sands, not much 

sands any more only green sand banks now. 

 We arrived in Barrow where the weather was nice and 

sunny, time for a toilet break and a cup of tea in the cafe. I 

also picked up a sandwich as the next train also had no 

refreshments on board. 
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The next train was from platform 3 about 45mins later. I was 

pleased to find a DRS mk3 set with a DVT coming into the 

platform with a class 37 at the other end, so would be driving 

going north. Then just as I was taking some pictures another 

37 with another set of coaches came into platform 1. This 

then moved into the yard north of the station and stopped.

I boarded the train to find the windows very dirty on the 

outside. I would have cleaned them next to my seat other 

than the other train delayed me.  I did get a window with a 

table on the sea side of the train in the first coach next to the 

loco. Some of the passengers said it was having low power 

problems on the trip south, but we only stopped once and 

the driver went to talk to the guard. Later a fitter boarded the 

train to look at the loco and he was still working on the loco 

when we got to Carlisle!

The line north follows the coast most of the way and takes 

nearly 3hrs from Barrow with quite a few stops. The line 

goes from 2 tracks to one in places then back to 2 again. As 

we passed Ravensglass station a steam loco’s smoke could 

be seen as it ran around its train. As we passed the 

Sellafield site a lot of flask wagons were outside the 

maintenance depot.  The sea was flat calm with a bit of haze 

as we moved on north. We had to stop coming into Carlisle 

for a couple of minutes for a clear platform then came into 

the station and a quick turnaround. I took a couple of 

pictures and then the train was on its way back to Barrow. 

I crossed the bridge to the south bound platform and only 

had to wait about 10 mins for a Virgin Pendalino  to Preston. 

The trip south was nice and smooth and I had a good seat 

with a table and window. This is the bit of line next to the M6 

where the line twists and turns before going down Shap, 

then more turns south of Tebay. A stop at Oxenhope and 

Lancaster then Preston. As I left the train a Steam Loco 

whistle could be heard. I just managed to see a Southern 

Bulled Pacific with West Coast Coaches behind it go north 

through the far platform.

 This time it was just the next platform across from the 

Glasgow train I had been on to my Transpennine Express 

150 class 3 car that filled up leaving a lot of people standing. 

The doors closed with a bit of a bump then 

opened again but, luckily, no more came on 
16



board. We stopped several times before Manchester and, 

looking at the new bridge, it will not be long before trains are 

using the new route to Victoria. A track train looked as 

though it was about to lay sleepers on the new link. 

We stopped at Deansgate and Oxford Rd before I got off at 

Piccadilly platform 13, as I thought the train was now a 6 car 

unit heading for Manchester Airport Station.

 I must have missed the departures board monitor so went 

up to the main station only to find the next train to Hazel 

Grove was from platform 13 at 17:24. Another rather full 2 

car came in I managed to get a seat but had problems 

getting off with the number of standing passengers in the 

gangways. I was home by 18:00! Not a bad day out. The 

cost….Cumbria Coast Round Robin £30 from Lancaster. 

Return to Lancaster £35 plus meal and drinks. And I never 

left the stations …… just like Sheldon!

The only thing I would do next time is find out what platform 

each train departs from but, overall, I was not left with long 

between trains and all went and arrived on time. Have a look 

at the Round Robin and Explorer tickets …. they’re very 

good value for money when you consider the distance you 

can travel.

OOPS! A NOT SO CLEAN SWEEP

IT ALWAYS PAYS TO ‘CHECK YOUR FACTS’ BEFORE 
PUTTING ANYTHING IN PRINT AND I’M AFRAID I 
COMMITTED THE CARDINAL SIN - I DIDN’T CHECK!!

I REPORTED ‘WOLFFE LOWE’ LAST MONTH AS HAVING 
BEEN AWARDED THE TROPHY FOR ‘THE BEST VISITING 
LAYOUT’ BY EXHIBITION VISITORS (AT LEAST THAT BIT 
WAS TRUE!) BUT ‘BURNHAM-ON-SEA’ (NOT ‘WOLFFE 
LOWE’) WAS AWARDED THE PRIZE OF ‘BEST LAYOUT’ 
BY NEW MILLS AND DISTRICT CLUB MEMBERS.

I THANK ALASTAIR KNOX FOR POINTING OUT MY GAFFE 
AND OFFER MY APOLOGIES FOR THE ERROR TO ALL AT 
NEW MILLS AND DISTRICT RAILWAY MODELLERS.

MIKE HEBBLETHWAITE
EDITOR
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THE £1 LAYOUT FINDS A NEW HOME!

The Winner was Steve Brough from Cheadle Hulme. 

Our thanks to everyone who supported this raffle …. we 
are sorry that everyone couldn’t be a winner. 

Hope you enjoyed the show
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THE NEWSLETTER AND YOUR DATA
Mike Hebblethwaite

Background

There has been quite a kerfuffle in the news recently about 

Facebook, Cambridge Analytica and the alleged mis-use of 

personal data. Understandable and serious concerns have 

been raised about dubious access to ‘private’ information, 

extended contact (‘friends’) lists and their use by third parties 

for purposes other than for their original and agreed intent.

I would like to assure ALL our readers (whether regular 

subscribers or occasional ‘downloaders’) that, under no 

circumstances, is any information regarding you passed on 

to any third party.

We have switched our mailing list to ‘MailChimp’ where your 

contact and subscription details are encoded and stored, a 

far more secure arrangement than keeping the list on my 

home computer! Outgoing mail (i.e. your monthly ‘download’ 

invitation) is more secure and infinitely harder to intercept. I 

no longer hold any subscriber details on my home computer. 

A much safer arrangement for all concerned.

What information about you is held?

Very little apart from the absolutely necessary! So what 

information do we have? Only the information you have 

given - your name, e-mail address, contact phone number 

and general location (e.g. Macclesfield, Wilmslow, Stoke-on-

Trent, Walsall, etc).

Does ‘MailChimp’ gather any information?

Yes, it does ‘gather’ information :-

1) It records whether or not you have downloaded the 

Newsletter. This enables me to send a reminder to those 

who have not for whatever reason …. holidays, mis-filed 

as ‘junk mail’ or simple oversight, etc.

2) It records seperate ‘downloads’ and identifies which have 

come from regular mailings and those from other 

sources such as the Club’s website or Facebook page.

3) It reports where the Newsletter has been downloaded, 

but only in very broad geographical terms - i.e. England, 

Scotland, Wales, Ireland [N & S], state by state in the 

USA, and so on). 

It is not possible for me, or anyone else, to ‘track’ individuals 

as to their whereabouts ….. MailChimp’s information is 

nowhere near that precise! ….. even if I wanted to.

What MailChimp does do is help me to build a ‘geographic 

picture’ of where the Newsletter is being downloaded and 

that information, in the long run, will help me to make the 

Newsletter relevant to as wide an audience as possible. It 

may also influence the kind of articles that are included and 

their geographic relevance.

Should you be concerned?

If this was a perfect world the answer would, of course, be 

NO.

However, it is not a perfect world. Any and all information is 

a potential target but, as far as any system can go, ours is 

about as safe as you can get. As far as the information being 

held about you is concerned, it is very basic and can, 

relatively easily, be obtained from other sources. I’m afraid 

we all leave an ‘information trail’ about ourselves every time 

we use e-mail, social media (e.g. Facebook, Twitter, etc), 

use on-line services and so on. In that sense, we should all 

be concerned and do all we can to limit the information that 

is freely available for those wanting to know more about us.

Although we sincerely hope you don’t, you are always free to 

‘unsubscribe’ at any time with no questions asked. There is 

an ‘unsubscribe’ facility at the bottom of every monthly 

mailing’s dowload invitation. Should you opt to ‘unsubscribe’, 

your details are removed from the mailing list immediately.

If you have any questions or would like more information, 

please do not hesitate to contact me:-

“MMRG-NewsLetter@hotmail.com"
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THE LAST WORD

As does everything, your Newsletter is continuing to ‘evolve’ 

and the ‘hawk-eyed’ amonst you will have noticed our first 

ever video link on page 10. We’ve, apparently, had this 

capability for some time, but it’s taken this techno-Luddite a 

little while to catch up! Video links will become a regular 

feature ……… any picture framed in red, simply click 

anywhere on the picture and, hey presto!, you will be asked 

if you want to proceed to that web page. 

Magic!

Humph! Apparently it’s not magic. It’s all about embedding 

something called a URL in the picture and it works in exactly 

the same way as clicking on those website links we print in 

red for you to click……..except that you can’t see the URL in 

the picture (I hope!) which is why we’re going to frame those 

pictures you can click in red.

I think I explained that really well, didn’t I? 

OK

If it’s printed in red or framed in red you can click on it and it 

will whisk you off to another part of the ether universe on 

t’interweb. Don’t try clicking on my apology on page 17 ….. it 

won’t do anything ‘cos it’s not got one of those buried URL 

thingies! It doesn’t work on red buffer beams either, but I’m 

sure you’ll soon get the hang of it.

So. What are we going to do with this new piece of technical 

wizardry? 

I guess that’s down to you. 

If you come across anything on t’interweb that you think 

others might be interested in then, please, just send me a 

still (from the video) or a screen shot along with the link (that 

URL thingy) and I’ll include it in the Newsletter…..someone 

unkindly said that we could end up with more t.v. 

programmes than the Radio Times!

Bigger than the Radio Times and global recognition - what 

more could this editor want????

NEWSLETTER SUBSCRIPTIONS

 IF YOU HAVEN’T ALREADY DONE SO, DON’T FORGET

 THAT YOU CAN SUBSCRIBE TO THIS NEWSLETTER WITH A VERY 

EASY SIGN UP 

SIMPLY VISIT THE CLUB’S WEBSITE AT:-

‘www.macclesfieldmrg.org.uk'

OR THE CLUB’S FACEBOOK PAGE AT:-

www.facebook.com/macclesfieldmrg

BENEFITS?

NO MORE HAVING TO REMEMBER TO TRAWL “T’INTERWEB"

FOR YOUR FREE COPY EVERY MONTH

GET YOUR FREE COPY AT LEAST FIVE DAYS BEFORE IT IS 

PUBLISHED ANYWHERE ELSE

OCCASIONAL SPECIAL OFFERS AND INVITES TO SUBSCRIBERS 

ONLY

CLUB CONTACTS AND WEB ADDRESSES
Newsletter:-

e-mail “MMRG-NewsLetter@hotmail.com"

telephone 07761 122126

Macclesfield Model Railway Group:-

web site ‘www.macclesfieldmrg.org.uk'

e-mail ‘macclesfieldmodelrailwaygroup@gmail.com'

telephone 07796 457978

07761 122126

Twitter www.twitter.com/@MacclesfieldMRG

Facebook www.facebook.com/macclesfieldmrg

If you would like to contact the Newsletter or Macclesfield Model Railway 

Group for any reason, simply ‘click’ on the appropriate red link above.

Don’t forget ……… your Committee members are:-

Chairman Shaun Horrocks

Vice Chairman Mike Hebblethwaite

Treasurer Alan Ashton

Secretary Tom McDonough

Member reps Colin Moores

Tony Hallatt

Steve Nixon

Gerry Ogden

Newsletter Editor Mike Hebblethwaite 20
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