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Railway Group as part of their ‘constitutional’ obligation to promote and
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about it, then please contact the Newsletter either through “Over to You” or to
the Editor direct at…….
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EDITORIAL

readers in the next Christmas issue!

We’re very soon going to have the New Year upon us and, traditionally, it’s

It’s almost time to hang up the decorations, stock up the drinks cabinet,

the time for making resolutions …….. I know, I know. We make ‘em and

order the turkey (if you haven’t already) and panic buy those presents you’ve

break ‘em and, if you’re anything like me, they have a life-span of anywhere

overlooked. As if you weren’t already well aware, Christmas is rapidly

between 48 hours and a couple of weeks! How many times have I resolved

approaching!

to give up smoking? It must have been my No 1 resolution for at least the
past 30 years! There are some resolutions that are just doomed to failure

I don’t know about you, but I know I’m going to be spending hours looking

from the word ‘GO’ …… and I’ve had my share!

for that one blown bulb on every string of lights that were working perfectly
last year. I’ll, no doubt, be asked again whether I want the green Christmas

However, there is one resolution that, I’m happy to say, I have

tree or the white one ……. I’ll opt for the green one, as

managed to keep and that is to give something

usual, as we threw away the white one three

back to the hobby that has given me so

years ago! And, to cap it all, I shall be

much enjoyment and feelings of

‘encouraged’ by the CO to place the

achievement over the years. I

Christmas Fairy/Angel on the

guess editing and producing this

topmost part of the tree. That’s

Newsletter is my way of saying

a final tree decorating task I

‘thank you’ to the hobby of

undertake with more than a

railway modelling.

little trepidation as the fully
decorated tree stands around 8ft

As you are well aware, this

tall and I am closely ‘supervised’ lest

Newsletter relies almost entirely on the

I disturb anything else dangling from or

contributions it receives from its readers

entwined within it!

(and what a fantastic range of subjects and material
they’ve provided over the last few years). Maybe you, in the

It’s also time to dig out that stocking, hang it up and fervently wish that it

coming New Year, could make a resolution to let us all know what it is about

may be filled with the things I’ve actually requested rather than those things

the hobby that gives you enjoyment, feelings of achievement or, simply, what

I’m deemed to need……. but more of that later (see page 17).

interests you.
I’ve been blessed with friends who have a somewhat ‘off-the-wall’ sense of
It doesn’t have to be a grand essay ….. just a few notes and some photos

humour (obviously overdosed on ‘Monty Python’, ‘The Goodies’, ‘That Was

would be more than welcome …… nor does it have to be about any

The Week That Was’ and the like) which is reflected in the Christmas cards

superlative railway modelling item (there’s enough of that in the commercial

they send me….. you’ll find a few of them featured in this Newsletter….. and

model railway press!). It’s about what you enjoy!

I’m looking forward to this year’s ‘crop’. Maybe you get off-beat cards, too. If
you do, and they raise a chuckle or two, then please send them to me and

Have a great Christmas and I hope it brings you all you could wish for.

we could put them in January’s issue……or I could inflict them upon

Macclesfield Model Railway Group
supports the development of

“MegaPoint Controllers”
through the On30 Group
for all the latest news, go to "www.megapointscontrollers.com"

WISHING YOU A VERY MERRY CHRISTMAS
3

A WEEKEND IN HAZEL GROVE with ‘PP’

6.30.

(Saturday 28th and Sunday 29th October)
Oh! There was just one Gremlin. It was black and about 16” long! Having

Mike Hebblethwaite

been rebuilt for a second time and test run for over 4 hours, my ‘k-37’
I’ve often heard it said by folk that it must be good to be able to attend a

resolutely refused to perform! It, again, spluttered and stalled (frequently!)

show near to you as an exhibitor. Think of all the wasted journey time you’ll

and derailed itself with depressing regularity despite the fact that it now has

save! How much easier it is!

more pickups than a centipede’s got feet!………..Back to the drawing board!

Well, let me explode that myth!

It takes the same amount of time to load the van at the Clubroom and
unload at the venue. It takes the same amount of time to rebuild the layout,
stock it and test it…… and just because the venue is close to home, it
certainly does not mean that the journey time will be any less!

All had seemed to progress, on Friday, with our usual efficiency until we got
to Poynton. Who designed that ‘dog’s breakfast’ of a traffic/pedestrian
management system? Who thought it a great ‘traffic calming’ scheme
to mix pedestrians and road vehicles on the same pieces of tarmac and
fancy in-laid brickwork with neither having priority over the other? I have
been given to understand that not even the system planner’s guide dog
recognises it!
‘Purgatory Peak’, as a whole, performed well over the weekend with only a
It is not just with care and caution that traffic proceeds through this

couple of minor ‘glitches’. The team, this time, consisted of Neil Fraser,

nightmare of a road junction - it is with extreme timidity! So much so that

Shaun Horrocks, myself, Ian Sheldon (the regulars!) with Colin Moores and

traffic queues can soon build up to almost half a mile (and longer) in length

honorary member (for Saturday afternoon), Theo Adamski. We were also

and, on a busy Friday afternoon, progress can, at best, be described as

joined by Dave Wheelton for a couple of spells on Saturday.

frustratingly slow.

And as if that wasn’t enough, within 300 metres of escaping this junction we
met the half mile long queue of traffic held up by traffic lights at the garden
centre for the construction works taking place for the new High Lane/Airport
link road. Unfortunately no attempt had been made to co-ordinate these
lights with those at 5 Ways (there are, in fact, now only 4 ways, but that’s
another story!) less than 200 metres from the end of the roadworks. The
result? Lines of traffic released at the garden centre were stopped at 5 ways
with the tail enders still trapped in the road works! Similarly, any traffic
released through the roadworks travelling towards Poynton very quickly
arrived at the queue waiting to negotiate ‘nightmare junction’ and, again, tail
enders were trapped in the roadworks. A kind of see-saw gridlock affair!

It took over half an hour to travel less than 1 mile!

The whole journey took one hour and ten minutes to complete ………
around the same amount of time taken at the end of last month to travel to

Sunday saw the show end at 4.00 p.m., stock packed, layout dismantled

Wigan!! The resultant time savings with having the venue so close to

and loaded, away by 5.30 p.m. A traffic free journey home, the layout

‘home’? ……….. ZERO, ZILCH, NADA!

unloaded and put back in the Club room with the team enjoying a well
earned pint in ‘The Dolphin’ by 6.50 p.m. When everything runs smoothly,
that’s the benefit of having an exhibition venue near to home!!

The good thing is, we got there! Unloading arrangements were well
managed by the Hazel Grove team (many thanks) and we were able to

What of the exhibition itself?

offload the layout and move our van out of the way to its weekend parking
slot in close to record time. Setting up the layout was quickly and efficiently

It’s a well organised and very friendly event held by the ‘Hazel Grove

achieved (so much easier with 4 people), the system tested (no
Gremlins found) and the layout was stocked, ready for the morning by
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and District Model Railway Society’ with the Sports Centre on

Jacksons Lane, Hazel Grove as the venue and, if you’ve not been before, is
well worth noting in next year’s diary. The size of the show is probably on a
par with our own in Macclesfield, had interesting (and some unusual as well
as some well known) layouts on show and was well supported with trade
stands ranging from ‘box shifters’ to specialist tool and electrical component
stands …… in fact it’s difficult to imagine that anyone could not find what
they might have been looking for!
Jim Barry

For those Club members who remember him, Howard
‘Nobby’ Clarke’s ‘Blakecaster’ layout was there and brought

Steve Barry

Canal Lane

back memories for those of us who, dare I say it, are longer
in the tooth than we might care to admit. It might have been
around for a long time, but it is still a great layout and a
yardstick by which to judge others. Some parts of it have
been ‘refreshed’ by its current owner (Peter Wilson) but it is
still, unmistakably, Nobby’s layout.

Another layout on show that has stood the test of time is
‘Maristow’, built by Bob Harper and, Club member, Bob
Deakin. Set at a time shortly following the GWR’s
conversion to ‘standard’ gauge, it is a beautiful and
superbly functioning GWR branchline terminus layout with
prototypically operating signals. The array of locos and

Maristow
rolling stock is as impressive as ever and the layout has lost none of its

Amongst some of the more notable layouts was ‘Ecclesford Junction’ by

‘timeless’ quality.

Pendle Forest Model Railway Society. This was a modern image’ ’00' layout
with a very nice ‘009’ branch running along the front of the layout and some

MMRG Club members Jim Barry and his son, Steve, were there with their

of the best viaducts I have seen for a while.

layout ‘Canal Lane’ - a very nice, modern image shunting layout and fiddle
yard with a very convincing ‘scrap yard’. It’s not a layout I’ve seen before but

‘Bonnington Goods’ - a well presented ’N’ scale layout by Liverpool Model

it was more than worth a ‘good looking at’!

Railway Club with some exceptionally fine point work and detailed ‘cameo
scenes’ - was also worth more that a casual glance.

There were, of course, many other layouts.
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Bonnington Goods

All in all, this was a good show with plenty to look at and was well worth the
visit. Our thanks to HG&DMRC for the invitation …… we thoroughly enjoyed
our time with you.

Ecclesford
Junction

**********************************************************
SADLY, NOT ALL GOOD NEWS …….
Mike Hebblethwaite

David hailed from Wakefield and was a committed supporter of his local
7mm Narrow Gauge Association group and will have been known to many

It is with great sadness that I have to report the untimely passing of David

of our readers as a visitor to countless model railway shows and places of

Butler who finally lost his long battle with cancer at his holiday home in

general railway interest over the years and as a fine modeller himself. He

Crete on 21st October.

was also a prolific and regular contributor to on-line 0n30 forums where he
often signed himself as “Roly Boly” or “The Rail Baron of
Leeds”. David had also been a subscriber to this
Newsletter from its earliest days.

I have had the great pleasure of meeting him on several
occasions and had always been struck by his ‘down-toearth’ and modest nature. I had also kept in contact with
him through Facebook and had nothing but the greatest
admiration for the way he dealt with his ‘roller-coaster’ ride
with cancer…… typically philosophical about every new set
back, but never losing the determination to fight and live
life to the full. His travels in and around Europe over recent
years are the stuff of legend!

David will be greatly missed by all who knew him.

Our thoughts are, of course, with his wife, Glenda and all
those close to him at this sad time.

David and his wife Glenda at Shildon - 2014
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6) When Einstein rode on a locomotive it was a good train of thought.
7) If you drive a train you can’t afford to lose track.
8) Those building railways have to keep track or their project will de-rail!
9) An electrician worked on the side as a teacher …..he was a conductor
on the train.
10)The special section reserved on the train for Julius was the Cesarean
Berth.
11) Puns about monorails always make for good one-liners!
12)What did the old engine driver feel for his locomotive? A lot of esteem!

……… that dozen should put you to sleep! Ed

IF YOU’RE TIRED OF XMAS CRACKER JOKES …
Mike Hebblethwaite

1) Fired from his job, the newspaper editor took the ex-press train home!
2) What do you call the conductor on a ‘Maglev’ train? A super-conductor!
3) The railway had a safety problem, but tried to cover its tracks.
4) When the railway guard was fired, his life began to go down the wrong
track!
5) Those who steal trains must have a loco-motive.

When I said I wanted a
weathered 2-10-0 for
Christmas, I meant ‘Evening
Star’ in ‘OO’!!!
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THE RIO
GRANDE
SCENIC
RAILROAD
Dominic Emery

Dominic with his
girlfriend, Gaby,
continue their
‘Colorado
Adventure’. With
apologies to Dominic, this article has been taken out of
sequence……it was written more as an introduction to his series
of articles but now serves as a switch from narrow to standard
gauge!
Coaching stock awaiting duties

Our journey from Cañon City to Charma took us
though the railroad town of Alamosa which was
once home to massive steam sheds for the
Denver & Rio Grande Western. It is now the
operating hub for the San Luis & Rio Grande
Railroad, a freight short line owned by Iowa Pacific
and its tourist train subsidiary the Rio Grande
Scenic Railroad. The Railroad was not on our list
to travel on as it only runs on certain days and
mostly to concerts.

The line (The Rio Grande Scenic Railroad), which
began its current operations in 2006, now runs
between Alamosa and La Vita and climbs through
the Sangre de Cristo Mountains via the Vita Pass.
It dates back to 1899 and is the standard gauge
successor to the Denver and Rio Grande’s 3ft
gauge La Vita Pass line, completed in 1878. The
present line operates both steam and diesel

SLRG loco no 115 (EMD SD90/43MAC) sits in the yard
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locomotives.

I stopped at the station to see if there was anything to take photos of and I
did not trespass as I simply stood on a level (grade) crossing and the
depot’s platform.

Just one of the 5 vista domes on the railroad

the narrow gauge system’s demise as a freight carrier in 1968. As we drove
into the Cumbres & Toltec Depot, I heard and saw a freight train leave for
Locos 4138, 4141 and 4142 (all EMD GP40FH-2) ready for action!

Alamosa but there were too many buildings in the way to film it. We wanted
to change our internet reservations for tickets and was told as we were

The three grey diesels I saw belong to the freight company and one of them

travelling from Charma, I would have to change them there……. but that’s a

was ticking over. The maroon EMD SD90/43MAC No.115 is used by the

story from last month!

passenger part of the firm. All engines were lettered SLRG.

The line also operates two steam locomotives. No 18 is a 2-8-0
(Consolidation) locomotive, built by Alco at its Pittsburgh works in 1910 and
previously saw service on the Lake Superior and Ishpeming Railroad, the
Grand Canyon Railway and the Mount Hood Railroad. The second
locomotive, built by Baldwin, is a fully restored 2-6-0 (Mogul), No 1744, that
first saw service in 1901 for the Southern Pacific Railroad. Unfortunately, I
was not able to see either of these.

Loco 1100 (an EMD FP10) often used for passenger duties in place of steam

For further information regarding the Rio Grande Scenic Railroad, simply
“click” on the following links:-

“www.premierrails.com"
“www.coloradotrain.com"
The complete SLRG loco roster can be found at:-

“www.drgw.net/info/SLRGRoster"
The oil depot at Alamosa

MMRG Newsletter readers recommend :There is an oil depot next to the station and what looks like workshops with

“CHESHIRE MODELS”

coaching stock outside.

37, Sunderland Street, Macclesfield
As I have written previously, we were on our way to Charma via Antonito.

01625 511646

and on leaving Alamosa we travelled South on Highway 285 which runs
parallel to the rail track down to Antonito. Here the short line ends and
the Cumbres & Toltec begins. This section of track was dual gauge until

www.cheshiremods.org.uk
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behind."

FROM EVEN BIGGER CRACKERS!
Mike Hebblethwaite

"Quattro is just the name of the car," the driver replies disbelievingly.
"Look at the papers: this car is designed to carry five persons."

A rail fan was walking along the tracks when he came across an old lantern
covered with ash and dirt. When he picked up the lantern and began
cleaning it, naturally, a genie suddenly appeared.

"You can’t pull that one on me! This is Tracey you're talking to here,"
she replies with a smile. "Quattro means four. You have five people in
your car and you are therefore breaking the law. So I can't let you onto
the ferry. It's more than my job's worth to let you all on.”

“Since you have freed me from the lantern, you can make a wish,” the
genie, who was dressed in overalls and an engine driver’s hat, announced.

The driver is now very cross and replies angrily, "I've had enough of
you. Call your supervisor over. I want to speak to someone with more
intelligence!"

“I thought genies always granted three wishes,” the railfan said.
“Those are the oil lamp and bottle guys,” the genie explained and the rail
fan nodded his understanding.

"Sorry," responds Tracey, "Sharon is busy with those two blokes in the
Fiat Uno.”

“Okay then, let’s have a request …. unless you want to stand around and
discuss waning wizard wishes.”

(Don’t blame me for this one - it was sent in by Tony Hallatt! Ed)

The rail fan quickly replied, “I would like a railway built from Liverpool to
Ireland.”

Mum, can I have a dog for
Christmas?
No! You’ll have turkey like
everyone else!

A beggar approaches a well dressed gentleman on the street and says,
”Excuse me, sir, but could you spare a couple quid for Christmas?"

The genie stared
at the rail fan and
shook his head.
“That’s almost
impossible!” he
exclaimed. “How
about something
else?”

The well-dressed gentleman responds, "You're not going to spend it on
booze, are you?"
"No, sir, I don't drink," retorts the beggar.
"You're not going to throw it away on the horses, are you?" asks the
gentleman.

The rail fan thought
a moment and then said, “I wish all Virgin trains would run on
schedule.”

"No way! I don't gamble," answers the beggar.
"You wouldn't waste the money at a model railway shop to improve your
layout, would you?" asks the man.

The genie rolled his eyes. “About that Ireland thing. Let’s skip sidings
and go for double tracks from Dublin to Liverpool. I assume you want
diesel power………..”

Passenger: “How
long will the next train
be and will it run on
time?”

"No, never," says the beggar, "I don't play with trains."

Damn! Missed it again!

Porter: “Same as
usual, sir. Three
carriages and it will
run on rails!”

The gentleman then asks the beggar if he would
like to come back to his house for a home
cooked meal. The beggar accepts
eagerly. While they're heading for
the man's house, the
beggar's curiosity gets the
better of him.
The beggar asks:
"Isn't your wife going
to be angry when
she sees a guy like
me at your table?"

An elderly lady
walked into a Toronto
ticket office and asked
for a ticket to New York.
“Do you want to go by
Buffalo?” enquired the ticket
agent.
“Certainly not!” she answered
indignantly, “I want to go by TRAIN!”

"Probably," says the
man, "but it will be
worth it……… I want her
to see what happens to a
guy who doesn't drink,
gamble and play with trains!”

There are signs in most railway carriages that say, “In an
emergency, break glass.” Why would you want to add to the
emergency by having broken glass all over the place?

Five blokes in an Audi Quattro arrived at the ferry checkpoint in
Harwich, Essex for their Christmas trip to Amsterdam.
Tracey, in her brand new uniform, stops them and tells them: "I can't
let you on the ferry. It is illegal to have 5 people in a Quattro.
Quattro means four. One of you will have to get out and stay
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A LITTLE SOMETHING TO OCCUPY OUR YOUNGER READERS
Another ‘Penny Project’
Mike Hebblethwaite
All you need are a few crayons or felt pens for a few minutes of peace and quiet!

More than one to occupy? Simply print off as many copies as you need and have a competition………… but be prepared for arguments over who
uses which colour first!!

11

All you
need are
a
counter
each
and a
dice.

Have fun
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YOU CAN GET MORE FREE DOWNLOADS FOR KIDS AT :-

“www.printables4kids.com"
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RUMBLINGS FROM THE LONDON UNDERGOUND
Tony Hallatt

A list of actual announcements that London Tube train

7) During an extremely hot rush hour on the Central Line, the driver

drivers have made to their passengers...

announced in a West Indian drawl: 'Step right this way for the sauna, ladies
and gentleman... unfortunately, towels are not provided.'

1) 'Ladies and Gentlemen, I do apologise for the delay to your service. I
know you're all dying to get home, unless, of course, you happen to be

8) 'Let the passengers off the train FIRST!' (Pause ) 'Oh go on then, stuff

married to my ex-wife, in which case you'll want to cross over to the

yourselves in like sardines, see if I care - I'm going home....'

Westbound and go in the opposite direction.'
9) 'Please allow the doors to close. Try not to confuse this with ‘Please hold
2) 'Your delay this evening is caused by the line controller suffering from E

the doors open.' The two are distinct and separate instructions.'

& B syndrome: not knowing his elbow from his
backside. I'll let you know any further

10) 'Please note that the beeping noise coming

information as soon as I'm given any.'

from the doors means that the doors are
about to close. It does not mean throw

3) 'Do you want the good news

yourself or your bags into the

first or the bad news? The

doors.'

good news is that last
Friday was my birthday

11) 'We can't move off

and I hit the town and

because some idiot has

had a great time.

their hand stuck in the

The bad news is

door.'

that there is a
points failure

12) 'To the

somewhere

gentleman wearing

between

the long grey coat

Stratford and

trying to get on the

East Ham, which

second carriage --

means we

what part of 'stand

probably won't

clear of the doors'

reach our

don't you understand?'

destination.'
13) 'Please move all
4) 'Ladies and gentlemen,

baggage away from the doors.'

we apologise for the delay,

(Pause..) 'Please move ALL

but there is a security alert at

belongings away from the

Victoria station and we are therefore

doors.' (Pause...) 'This is a personal

stuck here for the foreseeable future, so

message to the man in the brown suit wearing

let's take our minds off it and pass some time

glasses at the rear of the train: Put

together. All together now.... 'Ten green bottles, hanging on a

the pie down, Four-eyes, and move your bloody golf clubs away from

wall.....'.'

the door before I come down there and shove them up your #### sideways!'

5) 'We are now travelling through Baker Street ... As you can see, Baker

14) 'May I remind all passengers that there is strictly no smoking allowed on

Street is closed. It would have been nice if they had actually told me, so I

any part of the Underground. However, if you are smoking a joint, it’s only

could tell you earlier, but no, they don't think about things like that'.

fair that you pass it round the rest of the carriage.’

6) 'Beggars are operating on this train. Please do NOT encourage these

And that’s your lot! No more jokes until next year. However, if you’ve

professional beggars. If you have any spare change, please give it to a

come across any good ones over the festive season, please send

registered charity. Failing that, give it to me.'

them in and we’ll add them to our New Year edition. Ed

14

Alan Ashton Reports ……..

‘TORNADO’ TAKING EAST
LANCS RAILWAY BY
STORM

‘Tornado’ - amazingly ten years old next
year and the first steam locomotive to
achieve 100mph in 50 years - is visiting
the East Lancashire Railway and if you’d
like to ride one of the special trains
hauled by her you’d better act quickly!
Tickets are selling like hot cakes.

For more information and details of how
you can book your tickets, please visit
the railway’s web site :-

‘www.eastlancsrailway.og.uk'
Good Luck ……. and if you do manage
to see ‘Tornado’, please send in your
photos and say a little something about
your experience.

Contact Details
The East Lancashire Railway
Bolton Street Station, Bury, Lancashire, BL9
0EY.
General enquiries: 0333 320 2830
Email: enquiries@eastlancsrailway.org.uk
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JUST THE TICKET

…AND A FEW QUOTES FOR THE SEASON

Neil Fraser

For those of you who have followed Dominic’s roamings around the railroad

“Aren’t we forgetting the true meaning of Christmas, you know, the birth of

systems of Colorado, you might enjoy this video link. It features a caboose

Santa” - Matt Groening

ride along the entire length of the Cumbres and Toltec Railroad.
“Let me see if I’ve got this Santa business straight. You say he wears a
It’s a little slow starting, but well worth watching ……… the colours of the

beard, has no discernible source of income and flies to cities all over the

trees are just great this time of year. I think it’s one of the best railways I’ve

world under cover of darkness? You sure this guy isn’t laundering illegal

been on.

drug money?” - Tom Armstrong

“Who’s the bane of Santa’s life? The elf and safety officer!” - Catherine Tate

“Did you ever notice that life seems to follow certain patterns? Like I noticed
that every year around this time I hear Christmas music.” - Tom Sims

“Be careful with drinking this Christmas. I got so drunk last night I found
myself dancing in a cheesy bar ….. or, as you like to call it, delicatessen.” Sean Hughes

Christmas is the season when you buy this year’s gifts with next year’s
money” - Anon

The one good thing about Christmas shopping is it toughens you for the
January sales.” - Grace Kriley

"Caboose Ride on a Narrow Gauge Steam Freight Train"

Three phrases that sum up Christmas are: Goodwill to Men, Peace on Earth
and Batteries not Included.” - Anon

Hope you enjoy the video.
Have a merry Christmas and a happy New Year

MMRG Newsletter readers recommend :-

MMRG Newsletter readers recommend :-

“WALTONS of ALTRINCHAM”

“S.M.T.F.” (model shop)

30, Stamford St, Altrincham, WA14 1EY

Brookside Garden Centre, London Road North,
Poynton, Cheshire, SK12 1BY

0161 928 5940

01625 850427

“www.WaltonsModels.co.uk”

MMRG Newsletter readers recommend :-

MMRG Newsletter readers recommend :-

“THE MODEL CENTRE”

“TRIDENT TRAINS”

Hill Farm, Beck Hole, Whitby, North Yorkshire,

Unit 10, The Craft Arcade, Dagfields Craft Centre,
Crewe Road, Walgherton, Nantwich, Cheshire,

YO22 5LF

CW5 7LG

01947 899125

01270 842400

“www.themodelcentre.com"

www.tridenttrains.co.uk
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THE POST CHRISTMAS (annual) ‘MEGA NOSH’

it is small. Very small. Only 16 seats to be precise……and that means that I

Mike Hebblethwaite

can only accept bookings on a first-come-first-served basis.

It usually falls to the editor to come up with some catchy phrase or

WHEN

descriptive shorthand to describe an event or news item. In this case I have

WHERE

THE DOLPHIN

to take my hat off to Ken Ratcliffe for it was he who ‘christened’ it the ‘Mega

TIME

7.30 FOR 8.00 P.M.

Friday 12th January 2018

Nosh’……..and with good reason!
How do you book your place? Simple! E-mail or text me to book with your
menu choice. Priority will be given to those disappointed last year.

Bev, who is our hostess for the evening at The Dolphin, has a well deserved
reputation for her home cooking. The Dolphin is a well known and highly
respected venue for visiting darts, quiz, pool and bridge teams simply

If you’d like to join in, please let me know as soon as possible to avoid

because of Bev’s hospitality and the quality of her ‘post match

disappointment………every year is a ‘sell out’. Bev’s catering for our ‘Mega

refreshments’………….. they are legendary!

Nosh’ is, quite rightly, becoming the stuff of legend ….. and speaking of
‘stuff’, make sure you have a couple of spare notches on your belt!

I’m part of a privileged group who
regularly use The Dolphin on a
Monday and Friday evening following
our club nights …… and we are
regularly invited to finish off the left
overs. Not that there’s ever very
much left but she, thankfully, always
seems to over cater.

The same could be said for the
‘Mega Nosh’. Bev has always been
‘generous’ with her portions and a
healthy appetite is recommended if
you’d like to spend a great evening
with fellow model railway enthusiasts.

Of course, it’s not all model railway
talk. If Dave Wheelton is there (and
he owes me a pint glass! …. Yeah,
just one Dave) you might even hear
mention of Massey Ferguson and the
latest offerings from Magirus Deutz
(tractors!). Largely, though, I have to
be honest and say that the bulk of
conversation is about trains - whether
in miniature or full size…..though we
do venture into other subjects.

It’s a great venue where we are
known as ‘the railway children’. It’s
friendly, has a great pint of Robbies
(seriously, one of the best pints in
Macc and flagged as such by
CAMRA) along with a well stocked

Only

bar to suit almost every taste …….

£20.00

Don’t test by ordering Kruger - it’s not
that well stocked!

including all gratuities!
The only drawback with having The
Dolphin as our favourite venue is that
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I’M WATCHING YOU, SANTA!
Mike Hebblethwaite

Every year he gets it wrong!
How many times do I have to send off my Christmas letter to him
asking for a fat wallet and a slim waist? And still he gets it wrong! I
ask for model railway items to be carefully placed in my Christmas
stocking. All items, I grant you, are carefully placed in said stocking,
but they turn out to be socks, slippers, gloves and even Marks and
Spencer underwear!
Where, on Santa’s website site, does it say that in the event of
requested items being out of stock, Santa reserves the right to
substitute other items which may not even be of the same value? I
think I’ve been a reasonably good boy over the course of the year
……. I’ve stopped picking my nose in public, I have (as requested)
washed behind my ears on several occasions and I’ve even been
known to watch ‘Emmerdale’ with the C.O. ……. don’t I deserve a
break?
Ok. I’m possibly being a bit harsh on Santa. Maybe the items I
requested had been mislaid somewhere in the delivery system.
Maybe the Elves were having a bad time when they got round to
packing my items. Maybe they were mis-labelled. Who knows?
insignificance when compared to those produced by Rudolf and co.
Anyway, this year I’m going to use Norad’s ‘Santa Tracker’ and try to
However, I am not in the business of judging Santa’s green (or otherwise)

intercept him and sort out any problems before he descends my chimney.

credentials. To do so might further jeopardise my anticipated Christmas
delivery.

I’m not that well up on the technicalities of tracking things through the skies
but, I’ve been informed, it has something to do with recognising and
following ‘exhaust signatures’ …. amongst other things. That being the

No. I’m simply going to log on to Norad’s ‘Santa Tracker’ and lie in wait for

case, I dread to think what form of propulsion the reindeer use and marvel

him.

at how they can sustain exhaust emissions for a complete circumnavigation
of the globe and in quantities that are trackable! And what about the

I’m reasonably sure that my anonymity will be assured because, apparently,

emissions they produce when ‘idling’ on every rooftop? It really doesn’t bear

the tracker is used by millions of kids all over the world who eagerly await

thinking about! If my suspicions are correct, then diesel emissions pale into

the arrival of Santa. Of course they do it so that they can go to bed and
pretend to be asleep at the last possible
moment before Santa and his dubiously
powered reindeer arrive on their rooftop. We
all have our motives! I’ve even known folk
give their kids/grand kids a sort of geography
lesson during tracking, some have taken
guesses at where he will land at a given time,
some just marvel at the route he takes.
I know it’s supposed to be a website for kids
and is there mainly for its entertainment value.
but it does track Santa…..
…….. and I will be watching him!
For those of you who wish to track Santa (for
whatever motive!) try:1)the official Norad Santa Tracker (available
only on Xmas Eve) on “www.noradsanta.org"
2)tracking Santa via Google maps (Xmas Eve
only) on “www.santatracker.google.com"
3)for news about Santa and tracking him (all
year round) “www.santaupdate.com"
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Good luck

WOLFE LOWE AT SPALDING SHOW
Show time! What can I say? With only the occasional niggle, ‘Wolfe Lowe’

November 11th and 12th

performed well and was a delight to operate …… despite those bloody
three link couplings which, I think, I’ve finally mastered. Thank God they’ve

Mike Hebblethwaite

(Shaun and Steve, that is) drawn the line at having operating vacuum pipes!
The C.O was away for ten days - 4 days in New York, then a 6 day sail back
to Blighty on the QM2 - and so the plan to help Shaun and Steve with Wolfe

The great thing about having three operators with ‘Wolfe Lowe’ is that you

Lowe at Spalding Show followed by a week away at the caravan for some R

do get some time to see the rest of the show and quite a good one it was,

& R seemed a ‘no brainer’. I was looking forward to it.

A general view of ‘Blakecaster’ station …. ‘Nobby’s’ old 0/16.5 layout

The railbus patiently awaits her turn on ’Wolfe Lowe’s’ rails

too. On the opposite side of the aisle from us, we were very surprised, and
pleasantly so, to see ‘Blakecaster’ (see Hazel Grove Show, page 4)!! There
were, of course, many other great layouts on display and the show was well

I managed to pack for a whole week without any advice and ‘assistance’,

supported with trade stands. It’s well worth a visit if you are in this part of

drove to Spalding from Macc in a leisurely manner ….. so much so that

the country in the future.

‘Bertha’ returned 35.3 mpg instead of the customary 29.6! …… and arrived
at the venue almost 90 minutes before our agreed meeting time. I parked

Of course, not everything

up, read my paper then realised I’d packed neither hairbrush nor

performed perfectly ….. there

toothbrush! Off to the shops post-haste, then on to an ATM to get some

was ‘trouble at mine’ which

cash for the weekend and back, still in good time, to meet up with Shaun

Shaun and Steve rectified and

and Steve.

the ATM ate and digested my
bank card (duly cancelled and,

They duly arrived after a similarly leisurely and hassle free journey, the van

now, thankfully replaced) …. but

was parked, unloaded and the layout set up and tested in very short order.

our Saturday evening was very
pleasantly spent over a couple of

All was going so smoothly.

good pints and an equally good
meal in a pub that did serve food!

Time to find our hotel …….. well, not a hotel really, more of a ‘cottage motel’
with very nice, comfy units. It was attached to a very large and busy

The end of the show and packing

transport caff which closed for meals at 8.00 pm and had no bar. No

up time seemed to come round

problem! A quick ‘Google’ found us a nice pub a mile’s walk away ……

very quickly on Sunday and all

which didn’t do food! A quick pint and on to a Chinese restaurant another

was loaded into the van in double quick time ….. which was just as well

mile further. Great food, passable beer and not overly pricey. All in all, not a

because we all had a long evening ahead. Shaun and Steve had to take the

disaster….. but rather more exercise than any of us really wanted!

layout home (to Congleton and Wilmslow) and I’d promised myself a pint in
Llanbrynmair before closing time!

Breakfast (both Saturday and Sunday) was typical ‘transport caff’ fare ….
good quality and with choices ranging from ‘sparrow peckings’ (‘light’

We all made it. Safely.

continental!) to ‘belly buster’ (double everything, full English with buttered
bread, fried bread and toast. Cholesterol not optional!). We all chose

Thanks guys for another very enjoyable weekend with ‘Wolfe Lowe’

something fairly middle of the road and were well satisfied!
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SANTA VISITS MACC (BRIEFLY!)

THE LAST WORD (for 2017!)

Alek Adamski
That’s it for another year!

All that remains for me to do is wish each and every one of you …..

A
Very

After a quick visit to the baths, it’s off on the 0840hrs from Macc Central

Merry

CLUB CONTACTS AND WEB ADDRESSES
Newsletter:e-mail

“MMRG-NewsLetter@hotmail.com"

telephone

07761 122126

Macclesfield Model Railway Group:web site

‘www.macclesfieldmrg.org.uk'

e-mail

‘macclesfieldmodelrailwaygroup@gmail.com'

telephone

07796 457978
07761 122126

Twitter

www.twitter.com/@MacclesfieldMRG

Facebook

www.facebook.com/macclesfieldmrg

If you would like to contact the Newsletter or Macclesfield Model Railway

Christmas

Group for any reason, simply ‘click’ on the appropriate red link above.

Don’t forget ……… your Committee members are:-

…… and don’t forget the ‘Alka Seltzer’!

Chairman

Shaun Horrocks

Vice Chairman

Mike Hebblethwaite

Treasurer

Alan Ashton

And don’t forget to leave room for the Post Christmas ‘Mega Nosh’ ……..

Secretary

Tom McDonough

bookings are now open! If you’ve not joined in before, make this year a special

Member reps

Colin Moores

treat but hurry, places are limited!

Tony Hallatt
Steve Nixon

’Til next year.

Gerry Ogden
Newsletter Editor

Mike Hebblethwaite
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