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KEEPING YOU INFORMED

MACCLESFIELD MODEL RAILWAY GROUP

NOW, WHAT COULD THESE BE?

SEE PAGE 9

THAT LOOKS AWFULLY GOOEY!

WHAT IS IT?

FIND OUT ON PAGE 4

FIND OUT MORE ABOUT 

THIS RAILROAD ON PAGE 9



THE NEWSLETTER 

YOUR TEAM (so far) 

Editor      Mike Hebblethwaite 

Research (internet trawling!)   Mike Hebblethwaite 

The fun bits    Mike Hebblethwaite 

     Alek Adamski 

If you would like to join the team and set up a regular (or even occasional!) 
feature, please contact the Editor. At the moment this Newsletter is too 
much a “one man band”!  All contributions are welcome. 

CONTACT THE NEWSLETTER 

The Newsletter now has its own e-mail contact address, which is :- 

“MMRG-NewsLetter@hotmail.com” 

We hope we will have a very full ‘in-tray’ each month!  

Any ideas about what we should include, any contributions you may wish to 
make about yourself and your interests, any news, recommended hobby 
outlets or just a general “Hi” to fellow readers would be very welcome. 

It’s your Newsletter! Use it. 

NEWSLETTER POLICY 

This Newsletter is freely distributed to regular subscribers and is available 
to download through Macclesfield Model Railway Group’s web site. Some 
of our information is derived from the internet and we try to acknowledge 
sources where ever we can. However, it is not always possible to trace 
original sources with the limited facilities that we have and apologise 
unreservedly in advance for any oversight. 

As a reader/recipient of this Newsletter, you are free to distribute it 
amongst your friends and family, other clubs and societies to which you 
may belong or use any part of it to promote and further interest in railway 
modelling. 

MMRG claims no copyright of any of the content and you are free to use any 
part of it for any non-profit making purpose you wish. Should you wish to 
use any of the content in any documentation of your own, all that we ask is 
that, as a courtesy, you forward us a copy. 

With regard to commercial/for profit use of our material, we have to rely on 
trust - we have no way of monitoring such use. If you do intend to use our 
material in such a way, please ask for permission first. It is unlikely to be 
refused but, at the very least, an acknowledgement would be expected in 
return. 

COMMERCIAL ADVERTISING 

Our policy, at present, is that this publication will carry no commercial 
advertising. It is a Newsletter! However, should you wish to place an 
“advertising article” concerning a new product, an up-grade to an existing 
product or a more general “of benefit/interest to railway modellers” article, 
please contact ‘The Editor” via e-mail initially. It is understood that such 
features do not carry the endorsement of MMRG unless specified. 

AND FINALLY 

This Newsletter is produced for and on behalf of Macclesfield Model 
Railway Group as part of their ‘constitutional’ obligation to promote and 
support the hobby of railway modelling. MMRG, under it’s own rules, is 
obliged to pursue ‘educational’ opportunities within the hobby and this 
Newsletter is proud to play its part. 

No price can be placed on the value of ‘education’, which is why this 
Newsletter is, and always will be, free. 

————————————————————— 

CONTENTS

REGULAR FEATURES

Editorial    3

The Last Word             18

FEATURE ARTICLES

“Penny Project” - Paper Mache   4

Three Members Found Legless in Bakewell   7

The Durango and Silverton Narrow Gauge Railroad   9

Some Facts From The Early Days of Railways 13

‘Wolfe Lowe’ Goes to Telford 14

THE FUNNIES

Ahem. It’s Behind You   8

No …. It’s Not Underneath You!   8

INFORMATION

Useful Tip 1 - Making Your Own Paper Mache Stirrer   6

Useful Tip 2 - A ‘Power Stirrer’ for Those Pesky Little Paint Pots 16

Model Railway Scales and Gauges 17

Did You Know That ……. 18

Club Contacts and Web Addresses  18

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

All article text and photographs, unless otherwise stated, are by the authors 

except for images for “The Funnies” which are drawn from the internet and 

are, with our apologies, original source unknown. 

Should we, inadvertently, have infringed your copyright please accept our 

apologies, let us know and we will publish an appropriate acknowledgement 

and apology in the next available issue.

IT’S UP TO YOU

This Newsletter relies for its content on material supplied by its readers and 

no-one else. It does not ‘pick up’ on articles in other publications, it does not 

syndicate and it tries to reflect no-one’s views and opinions other than those 

of its readers.

You can help to maintain that integrity by ‘keeping in touch’ …. let us know 

what you think, what you are doing with your hobby. If you have any ideas 

about how this Newsletter could be improved, what you like or don’t like 

about it, then please contact the Newsletter either through “Over to You” or to 

the Editor direct at…….

“MMRG-NewsLetter@hotmail.com”

2

mailto:MMRG-NewsLetter@hotmail.com
mailto:MMRG-NewsLetter@hotmail.com
mailto:MMRG-NewsLetter@hotmail.com
mailto:MMRG-NewsLetter@hotmail.com


EDITORIAL

I have to admit, I’m very bitten by the exhibition bug and operating ‘show 

piece’ layouts. I enjoy the atmosphere, talking to people, the opportunity to 

visit places I might not otherwise consider and the camaraderie of operating 

a layout with other like-minded people. So it came as a welcome ‘weekend 

away’ when I was invited to help with running ‘Wolfe Lowe’ at the recent 

‘Guildex2017’ exhibition at Telford (see page 14).

British outline ‘0’ scale is not ‘my thing’, but I can certainly see the attraction 

it has. Obviously it is much bigger in scale than ’00' and locos and rolling 

stock have far greater weight than their smaller counterparts. But it is their 

size that gives them a ‘presence’ that ’00’ cannot match.

There is something quite majestic about a simple ‘push-pull’ train, one 

carriage and an 0-6-0 ‘Jinty’ in Wolfe Lowe’s case, entering and leaving a 

small rural, terminus station that is so difficult to replicate in smaller scales.

Wolfe Lowe gives the lie to the statement that “ ‘0’ scale layouts have to be 

big”. They don’t!

I was able, at the show, to see the ‘pre-release’ samples from Dapol of their 

‘0’ scale ‘Jinty’ due to hit the shelves within the next couple of months. It’s a 

beautifully presented and detailed model available in several liveries, runs 

extremely well and, at around £230 (DCC ready) makes a lie of “‘0’ scale is 

expensive”! With Dapol, Heljan and others entering the ‘0’ scale market, 

ready to run models should become readily available and affordable.

I’m almost tempted ……. I’ve seen Dapol’s plans for a GWR 2-6-2!

Visiting exhibitions can be great fun and very informative, but combined with 

operating a layout a whole, new dimension is opened up. If you think you’d 

enjoy the experience of operating a layout at a show, even if you’ve never 

done it before, please get in touch and we’ll try to make it happen for you.

Currently, as a club, we have ‘Purgatory Peak’ (0n30) and Sutton Hilltop (00) 

that are ‘on the show circuit’. We also have a small ’N’ scale layout (in the 

process of being refurbished and up-graded) which should, hopefully, be 

displayed at our own show as well as others.

….. And, speaking of Club layouts, MMRG has a few new opportunities for 

you ‘to get involved’.

‘Macc Central’, the Club’s large ’N’ scale project has now been sold to one of 

our Club members and is due to move from our Club rooms to a new home 

in Macclesfield. This will create the space for a new, but smaller, ’N’ gauge 

project. An exciting opportunity to start something fresh.

We also have a small group planning a new ‘TT’ layout and, it is reported, 

they are busy developing a track plan.

The ’00’ group (with others) is about to embark on building our next ‘£1 

Raffle Layout’ which will be used to promote next year’s show and then be 

‘raffled off’. Last year’s layout proved to be very popular and successful. It’s 

an opportunity for anyone interested to become involved in a quick ‘one off’ 

project and help the Club significantly at the same time!

There are ‘rumblings’ (still!) about an ‘009’ layout which, as you are well 

aware, provides the opportunity to model in ’00’ scale but with the advantage 

of the space saving that narrow gauge offers. With all the new, ready to run 

offerings in ‘009’ from the likes of Bachmann, Heljan and Peco times have 

never been better for modelling a British outline, narrow gauge layout.

If you are interested in any of the above, or would simply enjoy the 

opportunity to ‘chat railways’ to your heart’s content, why not come along to 

the Club rooms and meet us all? We’d certainly like to meet you! You can 

simply ‘drop in’ a few times to ‘test the water’ before you make any decisions 

about whether or not you’d like to join in on a long-term basis.

Whatever your interest in model railways and no matter where it leads or 

takes you, it is a hobby……your hobby. 

Enjoy it to the full.

I hope you enjoy reading this issue of your Newsletter.

Macclesfield Model Railway Group 
supports the development of 

“MegaPoint Controllers” 
through the On30 Group 

"www.megapointscontrollers.com" 
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PENNY PROJECT - PAPER MACHE
Udo Pfannkuche

Building model railroad scenery demands a surface coat representing earth 

in colour and appearance. You can buy the ready made plaster from various 

scenery manufacturers, for example ‘Hydrocal’ or similar and pay a lot of 

money considering the square-footage of your layout to cover.

Even synthetic products from  DIY outlets are rather expensive. But high 

cost needn’t be the case.

We receive our local newspaper daily. This is made of very simple wood-

consisting paper, which is essential for the process of making paper-mache. 

The wooden particles in the newspaper paper makes the paper-mache 

strong and hard when dry. 

Use an office shredder or document shredder to cut the newspaper pages 

into small strips. Cut much more than you would believe you need; the 

material shrinks significantly when wetted. 

Put the paper strips into a large bucket, add water with a few drops of 

washing-up detergent and let the paper soak up all the water. Leave the 

bucket over night until the next evening. Then add more water. And some 

more until you see the paper won't absorb more water. Add a few spoonfuls 

of ordinary sand (as much as you need for the ground texture you want)and 

start blending it with a paint-stirrer. Start with slow revolutions per minute 

and keep the stirrer close to the surface of the wet mass, unless you want 

sprinkles all over your clothes and your surrounding. Watch cautiously, 

how the paper strips start to became a grey sticky mass. 

Stick the paint stirrer gradually deeper into the paper mass and drag it 

round and round and round in the bucket until you reach the bottom of the 

bucket. Stop the machine, pull out the paint stirrer, free it from all paper 

strips that would cling to it, and resume the process. I recommend to stir the 

paper mass for about 15 to 20 minutes. The paper mache should at least 

have become a creamy substance. To store the paper-mache, cover the 

bucket with a kitchen foil and close it with a lid. Thus the paper mache will 

last for a year or more.

If you want to use the 

paper mache, stir it again 

for a short time and take 

off as much as you need at 

the moment. Mix a small 

amount of wall paper glue 

(that one for heavy weight 

wall papers) with water, let 

it set for some minutes and 

add it to the paper mache. 

If you want to represent a 

typical earthen 
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surface, pour  in red and black acrylic paint. The cheap ones from the 

homestores will do. Blend it all thoroughly and apply it to the surface area 

you want to work on. 

These are the basics, which can be improved a bit if you desire.

Once I accumulated some dry earth from a road construction site and 

sieved it to get a real earth powder. As long as the paper mache is still wet I 

sprinkle the earth powder onto the paper mache surface. You can also 

sprinkle fine sand or dried and crushed autumn leaves onto the paper 

mache coating. 

And now comes a huge surprise and advantage, too:

The paper mache remains wet and soft for two to three days. And that 

allows you to set greenery like bushes, trees, gras mats or anything else 

into the paper mache, and to add more earth powder or crushed brown 

leaves. This way you may consider and reconsider the results of your 

“gardening skills” and alter it as long as the paper mache is soft enough. 

After three days the paper mache starts to set; and it sets to become very 

hard, almost as hard as real wood, because the newspaper, the paper 

mache is made from,  contains a lot of wooden particles.  The next 

advantage is that it does not stick to the rails or ties as easily as the 

synthetic plasters do; the paper mache can be removed far easier and 

leaves no damage even to track switches. 

Applying the paper mache to the layout's baseboards requires a bit of gentle 

pressure to assure the paper mache grips the baseboard's fibres tightly. It 

may help if you drive some small nails into the wood and apply the paper 

mache on and around the nails. The nails work as anchors. 

Finally there pops up another advantage:

If you let some nails protrude above the paper mache coating, you may 

use them as the ground pole for static grass applicators, as long as the 

paper  mache is wet. It conducts electricity far better then a surface wetted 

with a coat with sprinkled water only. 

As always where there is light, shadows lurk around; the paper mache 

shrinks when drying. Much of the paper mache mass is water which 

evaporates and reduces the mass and its volume. Be generous and put on 

more paper mache than you intend at the first glimpse. Since the paper 

mache costs only very little the overdoing will pay off. 

Editor’s Note

Whilst not a building, this definitely falls 

into the ‘Penny Project’ slot! It’s cheap, 

fun to make with the kids/grandkids and is 

a simple and quick way of adding scenery 

to any model railway. It also has the 

advantage of providing a very solid 

foundation which is quite resistant to the 

knocks and scrapes that our younger 

‘modellers’ tend to inflict from time to 

time……. and if those bumps and scrapes 

do leave their mark, then the scenery is 

easily and cheaply repaired. Simply mix 

up some more paper mache!

See the ‘Useful Tip’ on page 6 on how to 

make a simple, but effective, stirrer for 

mixing your paper mache. There is even a 

‘scaled down’ version for mixing paints on 

page 14!

MMRG Newsletter readers recommend :- 

“TRIDENT TRAINS” 

Unit 10, The Craft Arcade, Dagfields Craft Centre, 
Crewe Road, Walgherton, Nantwich, Cheshire,  

CW5 7LG 

01270 842400 

www.tridenttrains.co.uk

MMRG Newsletter readers recommend :- 

“S.M.T.F.” (model shop) 

Brookside Garden Centre, London Road North, 
Poynton, Cheshire, SK12 1BY 

01625 850427 
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USEFUL TIP  1

MAKING YOUR OWN PAPER MACHE STIRRER
Mike Hebblethwaite

Mixing paper mache by hand can be very time consuming and, if you are 

mixing a relatively large amount, you run the risk of developing arms like 

Popeye!

There has to be an easy way……

…… and there is!

Most of us have access to an electric drill with some sort of speed control, 

whether it be mains operated or cordless, and this will form the basis for our 

stirrer. The only other thing needed is a heavy duty metal coat hanger ….. 

the strongest you can readily lay your hands on! Paper mache is tough stuff 

to stir!

To make the stirrer :-

1) Cut the hook and the wound section off the hanger leaving as much wire 

as possible. 

2) Straighten the remaining wire as much as you can.

3) Find the mid-point of the wire and fold a 90 degree angle

4) Either side of this fold, measure approximately 2” (5 cm) and fold so that 

where the wires cross, a 2” (50 cm) square is formed.

5) Now twist the wires to hold that shape ….. see photo below

6) You will now need to make a simple tool to help you twist the wire to form 

the shaft of the stirrer! I’ve simply used a scrap piece of timber about 1ft (30 

cm) long and drilled two holes through the wood. These holes are slightly 

larger in diameter than the wire and are approximately 1” (2.5 cm) either 

side of the centre point.

7) Use a vice, or any other clamping device you may have, to hold the wire 

“square” firmly.

8) Feed the wires through the two holes in the wood and bring the wood 

down as near as you can to your initial twist in the wires without separating 

them too much.

9) Now you can use the wood to twist the wire keeping the twists as tight as 

possible.

10) As you complete the first section, you can move the wood further up the 

wire a couple of inches or so and repeat the twisting process

11) Continue until the wood will no longer hold the wire

12) The remaining few inches can be completed using a pair of pliers

13) Trim the ends of the wires and straighten the ‘shaft’ of your new stirrer 

that can now be fitted into the chuck of any drill! The straighter the shaft, the 

more true your stirrer will turn.

If you find that the stirrer begins to ‘unwind’ itself when you use it, simply 

reverse the action of your drill!

Just a quick word of advice :-

1) if you are using a mains drill ……. keep it dry!

2) use a slow drill speed……. otherwise you might be surprised at how 

quickly you can ‘redecorate’ your kitchen! Paper mache is remarkably 

like ‘Artex’, but nowhere near as attractive!

MMRG Newsletter readers recommend :- 

“THE MODEL CENTRE” 

Hill Farm, Beck Hole, Whitby, North Yorkshire,  

YO22 5LF 

01947 899125 

“www.themodelcentre.com"

Hope your drill’s cleaner than mine!!
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THREE MEMBERS FOUND LEGLESS IN BAKEWELL
(Or Sutton Hilltop on Tour)

Tony Hallett and Alan Ashton

Sutton Hilltop, the Group’s 00 layout, first left the clubrooms in March for our 

own exhibition earlier this year. We were pleased and surprised at people’s 

responses to our long trains. Admittedly the sight of a BR 9F hauling over 

fifty mineral wagons was something special, as were the lengthy Mk 1 

sets headed by a Duchess and DP2. Still, we were surprised to be 

invited to Chesterfield group’s exhibition at Bakewell in June

The event went really well and we were proud and relieved as we packed 

up the layout in record time on the Sunday evening. Yet Sutton Hilltop very 

nearly didn’t make the trip….

After weeks of thought, and with no little physical effort on the part of 

“Backscenemeister” Nixon and electrician Brown, we really believed we had 

anticipated all problems. 
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The gods knew otherwise! 

After unloading the van and starting to assemble the pieces, it was clear the 

legs for the scenic boards were missing; they were not in the van, and they 

were not back in Macclesfield. We knew that, but where else could they be? 

Frantic thoughts ensued: could we stay up all night and make temporary 

replacements? Could we use tables to bring the scene to the level of the 

fiddle yard? How about running the entire layout at floor level? Or should we 

just go home?

We did find the legs and two of us assembled the whole layout before we 

were sent home for the night. 

Where were they? 

In a completely different part of the hall; how they got there is a different 

story! Rapid work by Steve, Alan and Alvin on Saturday morning had trains 

running just as the public entered the show. Phew!

We learned much that weekend: we can face any challenge now; the 

experience will doubtless feed into our next 00 layout- when we get round to 

it!

The group at Bakewell consisted of Tony Hallett, Alan Ashton, Alvin Barker 

and Steve Nixon.

AHEM ………IT’S BEHIND YOU!       (SPOT THE LIGHTS)

NO, IT’S NOT UNDERNEATH YOU!

       

↘
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THE DURANGO AND SILVERTON NARROW GAUGE 
RAILROAD
Dominic Emery

I first read about the 

Durango & Silverton 

Narrow Gauge Railroad, 

with its black engines 

and yellow coaches, 

years ago in a German 

car club magazine and 

thought that one day I 

would love to ride this 

train. In those days I 

thought I would never 

be able to afford it. 

Luckily, this year my 

dream came true.

From Charma (see ‘Cumbres and Toltec’ next month) we drove to Durango 

(6512ft) and, getting there too early to book into our motel, drove into the 

town. We managed to get a parking space where we didn't have to pay and 

walked down to the station where we exchanged our very plain internet 

tickets for ‘real’ ones. Durango is a large tourist magnet and was built by the 

railroad in 1881 as the town 2 miles to the North wouldn't give the railroad 

any land for the station. After getting some lunch we had a look around the 

museum, which is in part of the rebuilt roundhouse, at the end of the station 

platform. I also looked through the window where K36 No.486 was being 

worked on during it’s restoration. One of the yard shunters No.1 “Hot Shot“ 

was arranging coaches for one of the next morning's trains.

We arrived early the next day so as to be sure we could get a parking space 

for the day which cost us $8 (!). Quite expensive, but we wanted to be sure 

that we had one.

Walking past Mc Donald's we turned right into the station. Here the train 

before ours was waiting to leave. They were having problems with the 

engine so the train left about 10 minutes late. After it left the engine for our 

train came out of the depot (which is hidden away out of sight so there is no 

access and, therefore, no photos) and was coupled up to our train formed 

up in the station. It was a mixture of  standard coaches , open gondola cars, 

a story teller coach, 

concession car and 

deluxe coaches. We 

left on time for our 90,8 

mile return trip and 

passed through the 

town  and started to 

‘platform’ side, Durango station

k-36 no 486 in the workshops

Loco no1 moves the passenger cars into place for tomorrow morning’s train

“concession” (ex baggage) car

“standard” passenger car
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follow the Animas River all the way up to Silverton (9318ft). I don't know if 

the rocking of the coaches is extra for the tourists or bad track maintenance 

but it was so bad I nearly lost my breakfast …… twice! We stayed in the flat 

valley for the next 40 minutes before we started to climb for the next 30 

minutes on a 2.5% grade up Hermosa Hill and the ride got better. We 

carried on climbing up to Rockwood, passing Pinkerton and frequent sidings 

and wyes on the way. Rockwood is a flag stop where we stopped on the 

way up and on the way down. There is a short turning wye and a 820ft 

siding with a water tanker in it. 

At Rockwood we leave Highway 550 behind and go it alone. The valley gets 

tighter from here on up with us keeping to the hillside and travelling through 

tight cuttings with good views of the valley and river below. Due to the 

length of the train and being nearer the back I was able to get some very 

good shots of the train. I wanted to go onto the balcony but was told to get 

off by the Docent (car attendant) in the story telling coach! There was no 

open gondola that was free for everybody to use.

After passing the High Line where most of the tourist photos are taken we 

passed over the High Bridge and the engine driver blew out the dregs over 

the river below. We were actually on a falling gradient ’til we got to Tacoma. 

At Tacoma there are a couple of sidings.  From here the train climbs 25 

miles and 2,000ft hugging the river as it flows next to us. The gradient is 

mostly 2.5% but at one stage goes up to 3.8% through the wooded river 

valley. 

On our way we passed a trackside fire that had been started by an earlier 

train, the driver tried to put it out but did not stop and left it for the helicopter 

that was patrolling the line (with a water sack!) to put it out.

After following the river for what seemed like forever, the scenery changed 

and, as the trees thinned out, the rocky hillsides closed in on us. With snow 

in the mountains still melting and flowing down the hillside we slowly 

appproached Silverton. The train started to speed up to make sure we 

an open ‘gondola’ passenger car

The train before ours, pulled by k36 no 480, is ready to start its 91 mile journey

Our train hugs the hillside with the Animas River below

There she blows!!

We stop to take on water …..you’d think there was enough next to us!!
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weren't going to be late. Finally the tight canyon opened out into a vast plain 

with the river next to us and surrounded by snow covered mountains (in 

June!). It was a lovely view and made a nice photo. 

Arriving in Silverton we passed No. 480 waiting with its train in the turning 

wye for the first train with engine No.481 to leave. After No.481 had left No.

480 turned its train and reversed into the siding at Silverton and after that 

our train did the same. We left the  sidings and went for some lunch. I had 

the feeling that Silverton had woken up with the first train arriving and 

went back to sleep when the last train (ours) left!

I had read on the internet that the old Silverton Depot housed a museum so 

after lunch we went to see it. It appears that the museum is now in Durango 

and we had already seen it! Here in a siding was the reserve diesel PB 11 

and a couple of the track speeders. In a siding further away was a line of 

goods wagons and in line with the Depot building were two sidings full of old 

wagons, these sidings 

were not connected to 

any lines. From here I 

was able to film No.480 

leave with its train which 

included the replica 

glass-top car “Silver 

Vista“ and walking back 

to our train was able to 

take some photos of our 

train engine with the 

snow covered  

mountains in the background. I had one of these enlarged and I framed it as 

I found it so good.

There are still signs of old mine workings on the mountains surrounding the 

town. There was so much silver in the area that 3 independent narrow 

Snow capped mountains form a backdrop to our approach to Silverton

481 waits patiently for our train to arrive at Silverton station

Silverton depot building

“Our” locomotive, no 482, waits patiently against a snowy backdrop for her return trip to Durango

Reserve diesel PB11 waits on a siding in Silverton for the “call to duty”

“Silver Vista” observation car
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gauge railroads were built from Silverton out into the mountain range.

On the way back to Durango we stopped again for water by the side of the 

river at the Needleton tank water stop where there is an old tanker above 

the train next to the old Denver and Rio Grande Western water tower. 

My problem was that having a seat on the right hand side was that I couldn't 

film the train from the left hand side of the train. I ended up kneeling on the 

floor next to the rubbish bin! At the point where the line is next to a sheer 

drop the ticket collecter/brakeman offered his seat to anybody that wanted it 

for 10 minutes as he went onto the balcony, I think he was there to make 

sure nobody jumped off the cliff. I went and took it as it was better than 

kneeling. I went back to my seat but, later, did a bit more kneeling! 

Back in the river valley, we passed what looked like a permanent way depot 

on the right hand side. On the river were groups of rafters who were 

enjoying the sunny weather. 

Arriving back in Durango there was the other depot diesel shunter (Big 

Pete) preparing the trains for the following day and, as all the trains end up 

going onto the single track, had to wait until we had pulled into the station. 

After the passengers have got off, the trains pull around the balloon loop to 

be serviced where the steam engine is taken off and the shunter takes 

over.

The trip to Silverton takes 3,5 hours there and 3,5 hours back with 2,5 hours 

break at Silverton, which gives everybody time to get some food and look 

around, it also gives the train crews a break and time to turn the trains 

around. I saw a lot of coal that had fallen by the wayside due to the engine  

shaking about. The coal for the railroad comes from about 20 miles to the 

west in Hesperus, Colorado. As on the Cumbres and Toltec, the Railroad 

runs a petrol powered track speeder (Wickham - type trolley) behind each 

train to spot and put out any fires. It’s always a problem when the trains 

travel through a National Forest.

 

The operation of the Railroad  is designed for the ever increasing number of 

tourists that use the line, including family reunions and an Indian Motorcycle 

Meeting and, yes, we saw both! As a die hard railway fan all my life since 

my mum took me in my pushchair to Endon level crossing to watch the 

steam pulled goods trains, I must say that I, personally, found the Cumbres 

and Toltec to be much better than the Durango and Silverton, but you can 

judge for yourself next month! From a tourist’s point of view, both are very, 

very good and I can recommend them as trips as both were unforgettable.

Heading back to Durango

Loco 478 built in 1923, a k-28, sits in the museum at Durango

Built in 1887, this C19 2-8-0 can also be seen in the museum in Durango

Two of the “speeders” waiting for their fire duty at Silverton
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SOME FACTS FROM THE EARLY DAYS OF RAILWAYS
Mike Hebblethwaite

In 1926 a 
strange crate 

was found on the 
platform of the 

Midland Railway’s 
depot in Liverpool. It 

had, apparently, been sent from the South of France and had arrived via the 8.35 
express. It was destined for Chicago, but that was all that was known about it.

It was decided to open the crate for more clues as to its 
destination, but what was found inside came as a bit 

of a surprise. It contained an ornate coffin 
with an embalmed corpse inside……

fully dressed as a cowboy complete with 
hat, boots, holsters and guns!

Everything was quickly resealed and, despite 
the best efforts of the depot staff to 

find the owner, the crate was 
still in Liverpool 20 

years later!

Before  a 
reliable signalling system 

had been adopted, trains had the 
unfortunate habit of colliding ……… 

often!
One railway company, in 1835, came up with an 

ingenious idea …… tow the train half a mile 
behind the locomotive using a length of rope! In 

the event of a collision, this would give the rest of 
the train half a mile to stop. Brilliant, except that 

it did nothing for the safety of the locomotive 
and its crew who, presumably, were 

considered to be the more 
expendable.

If you 
thought that anti-smoking 

was a recent phenomenon, think 
again! In 1868, the Great Western 

Railway banned smoking everywhere on 
its trains except in the end 

compartments of each 
carriage!

Luggage 
was often carried on the roofs 
of carriages and covered with 

tarpaulins.

On one journey from London to Perth, the guard 
had witnessed several pieces of luggage sliding off 

the roof of at least one carriage and, by the time 
the train reached Perth, the tarpaulin had 

been set alight by sparks from the 
locomotive’s chimney!
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WOLFE LOWE GOES TO TELFORD
Mike Hebblethwaite

The “Guildex” exhibitions at Telford are the Gauge O Guild’s premier, 

showcase events and feature some of the best ‘O’ gauge layouts available 

…. and not just from this country. This year’s show, “Guildex2017” (Saturday 

2nd and Sunday 3rd September), was no exception.

Not only was it an opportunity to view some truly great layouts, it also 

offered an incredible range of commercial support through its trade stands 

where everything from the latest offerings from the ‘big’ commercial 

suppliers (Peco, Dapol, Heljan to name but three) to the ‘nuts and bolts’ 

suppliers was well represented. If it was ‘O’ gauge, it was there!

So, it’s quite an honour to have an invitation to display a layout at the show 

and Shaun (Horrocks) and Steve (Moore) were more than happy to accept 

their invitation to demonstrate ‘Wolfe Lowe’.

The only problem they had was that they needed a third operator to enable 

them to have ‘comfort’/lunch breaks and an opportunity to see the rest of 

the show themselves. Mmm. Who could they ‘rope in’ to help out?

As it happens, yours truly hadn’t got anything planned for that particular 

weekend ….. the CO wanted to spend a weekend at home catching up on 

all the domestic chores that I should have done (!) and indulge herself in a 

little window shopping. I wasn’t aware that we needed any windows … but 

that’s another story! I was offered a golden escape opportunity even though 

I was a little apprehensive about the prospect of helping to operate a layout 

I’d only ever seen from the other (viewing) side and photographs in this 

Newsletter. That didn’t stop me from jumping at the chance.

Show time came around and, as usual, was something of a surprise when it 

did. The passage of time has always struck me as a strange phenomenon. 

You think you’ve got plenty of time with the event seeming so far in the 

future …….. months, weeks. Suddenly, it’s just days away, then hours!

Shaun and Steve loaded the van (on Friday 1st Sept.) and set off from 

Congleton and arrived at Telford in good time to set up for the show. I 

set off from Macclesfield allowing what I thought was ample time with a 

good margin to spare. I hadn’t counted on taking an hour to get through 

Congleton! I arrived in Telford after Shaun and Steve had set the layout up! 

Was this a sign? A bad omen?

Never mind. Time to ‘stock’ the layout, check that everything worked as it 

should (it did!), ‘fettle’ a loco or two to improve their slow running, a quick 

‘training session’ for yours truly on operating the layout, check into the hotel 

and then venture forth to find food and liquid refreshment.

Shaun and I, both being regular operators of ‘Purgatory Peak’, upheld the 

‘On3O’ group’s long held tradition and headed straight for Wetherspoon’s. 

No protest from Steve……we’ll have to make him an ‘honorary member’ of 

that group!

Suitably fed and ‘watered’, we retired for the night at our hotel (The 

International) following a ‘nightcap’. With their extortionate bar prices, it is 

easy to see why their ‘social area’ was virtually deserted!

Saturday dawned, breakfast consumed and off to the show for a 9.00 am 

start (open to the public at 10.00). A final run-through for the layout with a 

‘refresher course’ for me (the last training was several hours and a few 

beers into the past!) and we were all set to go!

By and large the day ran smoothly with a few delays in the shunting 

department caused by the ‘Fat Controller’ (me!) who experienced some 

initial difficulty working the three link couplings. By lunch time I’d ‘mastered’ 

them and hooked up and unhooked like a dab hand. The screw link 

couplings were another matter altogether. They seemed to have minds of 

their own and resolutely refused to co-operate with me for the entire 

weekend! I think they were just playing with me on the few occasions I 

actually thought I was beginning to get the hang of them.

The day seemed to pass extremely quickly and, seemingly in no time at all, 

it was time to close for the day. Everything had seemed to go well, all 

operations performed as expected and Steve’s automated mine loader drew 

both interest and compliments. It’s a fascinating feature of the layout to 

watch and, because the operating mechanism is cleverly partially hidden 

by a standing figure, often draws (sometimes wild) speculation as to 

A view of Wolfe Lowe I was soon to see from ‘behind the scenes’

The mine tipper in action - a masterpiece of automation!
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how it really works. It really is a delightful layout to operate. Another day 

closes. Back to the hotel for a freshen up and change of clothes and then off 

in search of sustenance.

Telford is well blessed with a host of restaurants within its main precinct and 

is a great place to eat ……….. if you like Italian food, burgers, pizzas and 

the like. As we inspected each menu on offer it became more and more 

obvious where we were likely to end up. You guessed. Wetherspoons! I 

know it’s not Haute Cuisine, but at least it has a wide choice on the menu, 

the food is a known ‘standard’ and the array of real ales available is more 

than adequate. 

And, speaking of ales, they do seem to have the effect of ‘freeing’ the 

imagination. There was some discussion about would could be included on 

one of the ‘grass banks’ to add to the ‘interest factor’ on ‘Wolfe Lowe’. There 

were several suggestions made, including mine (tongue in cheek!) for the 

inclusion of a rabbit warren. I’d never seen one modelled on a layout so far 

as I recall. Conversations move on, as they do, and rabbits slipped rapidly 

down the discussion order.

Again, fed and watered, we returned to the hotel and turned in for the night 

following a ‘night cap’ which proved to be no less expensive than the night 

before and the ‘social area’ similarly deserted as a result!

Sunday, apart from an intermittent electrical fault affecting the turntable and 

its approaches, ran every bit as smoothly as Saturday. There were the odd 

hiccups and delays in operations (those bloody screw links again!) but they 

were, largely, minor niggles that require further investigation back home. 

The show ended at 4.00pm and we were packed up and on our way home 

by around 5.30pm, but not before Steve had presented me with a pack of 

‘O’ scale, finely cast, rabbits! Guess I’ll have to paint and return them with 

some haste ………. Steve and Shaun I’ll gladly leave in charge of the 

‘housing’ and breeding programme. But I’ll get my own back. I’ve found a 

pack of cast ’00’ seagulls that would make great magpies in ‘0’ scale!

My thanks to Shaun and Steve for the invite …. I really did have a great 

weekend and thoroughly enjoyed the time with ‘Wolfe Lowe’. I’m not too 

sure about their assessment of me, though. Those screw link couplings had 

me feeling, at times, that I was a more a ‘troublesome passenger’ rather 

than a ‘controller’ ….. over-weight or not! 

I will master them!!

MMRG Newsletter readers recommend :- 

“WALTONS of ALTRINCHAM” 

30, Stamford St, Altrincham, WA14 1EY 

0161 928 5940 

“www.WaltonsModels.co.uk”

MMRG Newsletter readers recommend :- 

“CHESHIRE MODELS” 

37, Sunderland Street, Macclesfield 

01625 511646 

www.cheshiremods.org.uk

The ‘push-pull’ waits patiently for a clear road

There’s also that downright ‘quirky’ feel to the layout at times!

The mine’s always a busy place - plenty of action!
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USEFUL TIP - 2

A ‘POWER STIRRER’ FOR THOSE PESKY LITTLE 
PAINT POTS
Mike Hebblethwaite

Every so often you get one of those ‘Eureka’ moments.

I’d spent quite some time ‘rescuing’ a dozen or so tinlets of Humbrol 

paint that hadn’t seen the light of day for several years. Needless to say, 

the paint in every one of them had ‘skinned over’ and they’d become 

extremely ‘thick’. I spent hours ‘mashing’ the paint with coffee stirrers 

and adding thinners until they were eventually useable. Time consuming, 

boring and designed to make my fingers and wrists ache!

It was whilst we were doing some holiday shopping that I came across 

those battery powered, handheld cooling fans. I must admit, I initially 

thought, “Who the heck would want to buy one of those?”  They hardly 

seemed fit for purpose with their minute fan blades. 

And then all the lights came on! Eureka!

What if the fan blades could be removed and a paint stirrer added in their 

place? Perhaps ‘Poundland’ is not the ideal place to be dismantling one 

of these fans, but the temptation proved too great!

Removal of the fan (simply a press fit) was no problem and it exposed the 

drive shaft which looked about the right diameter to ……….

I presented both parts of the fan to the cashier who looked at me with that 

blank stare of utter bewilderment so, without confusing her further with an 

explanation, I proffered my pound and left.

To make the paint stirrer is very simple …….

1) remove the fan blades

2) strip a connecting piece with its two screws from a ‘Lego’ terminal strip 

and attach to the drive shaft

3) cut out a ‘spatter 

guard’ with a small 

hole in the middle

4) bend a suitable 

piece of steel wire 

to shape and cut 

to length

5) pass the stirrer 

through the hole in 

the ‘spatter 

guard’ and 

attach the stirrer 

shaft to the 

connector.

For parts and 

how to assemble 

them, see the 

accompanying 

photos.

As you can see from the pictures, my ‘power stirrer’ has seen quite a bit of 

service. I can ‘resurrect’ a tinlet of paint in less than five minutes ….. 

something which used to take at least 20 - 30 minutes ‘by hand’.

Anyone need a set of rubber fan blades?
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I admit I’ve lost count of the number of times I’ve been asked what various 

model railway scales are, what track gauges they use, how many mm = 1ft, 

what scale ratio they are compared to the ‘real thing’, and so on. To many of 

those questions I’m afraid I’ve had to answer, “I don’t know, but I’ll find out 

for you.” 

The table above is an attempt to catalogue all those answers in one 

place.

It’s not an exhaustive list by any means, but it does cover all the major 

model railway scales. There are people, for example, who model Russian 

railways at 5ft gauge, others Ireland at 5’3”, Brunel’s broad gauge at 7ft, and 

so on, but they are generally not commercially supported or, as in the case 

for Irish railways, models are produced in 4 mm scale but run on ’00/H0’ 

track (a gauge of 16.5 mm …. but should be 21.05 mm!)

Hope this table helps. 

Mike Hebblethwaite
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DID YOU KNOW THAT …………
…..one of 

the longest 

sections of 

straight, 

narrow 

gauge track 

in the USA, 

at a shade 

under 53 

miles, was 

on the 

Denver and 

Rio Grande 

Western 

Railroad 

between 

Villa Grove 

and Alamosa in Colorado? It was converted to standard 

gauge in the early 1900s and abandoned in the 1950s.

THE LAST WORD

I know I’ve said it before, but the generosity of some folk can 

be surprising and overwhelming……. 

Recently I got a call, quite out of the blue, from a gentleman 

by the name of Ian Coats who explained that, as he was 

moving house away from this area (Macclesfield) and down-

sizing, he no longer had room for his model railway. The 

locos and rolling stock had already been sold, but did I know 

of anyone who would be interested in the remaining track 

and buildings?

To cut what could be quite a long story short, I went to have 

a look at ‘the remains’ and immediately offered MMRG as 

their ‘new’ home. There was a huge collection of beautifully 

constructed card buildings - more than enough to build a 

small town! - along with kit built warehouses, farm buildings, 

bridges, signals and signal gantries. There was also enough 

track in recoverable condition to build another layout. Ian 

was quite happy with the idea that at least some of the track 

and buildings would be used to build our ‘£1 Raffle Layout’ 

as a fund raiser for the Club and the rest would, almost 

certainly, be used on our next ’00’ Club project layout. In 

either eventuality, all the material would be used.

It required two trips in ‘Bertha’ ( ! ) to collect all the items Ian 

had so kindly offered and they are now all safely stored in 

the Clubroom.

I cannot thank Ian enough for his kindness and generosity, 

but I do feel rather saddened by the fact that he has had to 

part with his model railway. From what I saw of it (partially 

dismantled), he had obviously spent a lot of time building it 

and the model buildings and remaining scenes on it were 

constructed to a very high standard. 

I do hope that, in some way, he might be able to continue 

with his hobby - maybe through a model railway club close to 

his new home? He certainly has the abilities and skills that 

he could share and would be of great benefit to others.

 On behalf of the Club and its members, I’d like to say a 

huge ‘Thank You’ to Ian and wish him all the best for the 

future.

CLUB CONTACTS AND WEB ADDRESSES

Newsletter:-

e-mail “MMRG-NewsLetter@hotmail.com"

telephone 07761 122126

Macclesfield Model Railway Group:-

web site ‘www.macclesfieldmrg.org.uk'

e-mail ‘macclesfieldmodelrailwaygroup@gmail.com'

telephone 07796 457978

07761 122126

Twitter www.twitter.com/@MacclesfieldMRG

Facebook www.facebook.com/macclesfieldmrg

If you would like to contact the Newsletter or Macclesfield Model 

Railway Group for any reason, simply ‘click’ on the appropriate red link 

above.

Don’t forget ……… your Committee members are:-

Chairman Shaun Horrocks

Vice Chairman Mike Hebblethwaite

Treasurer Alan Ashton

Secretary Tom McDonough

Member reps Colin Moores

Tony Hallatt

Steve Nixon

Gerry Ogden

Newsletter Editor Mike Hebblethwaite

I——————-I
50 miles
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