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EDITORIAL
Whilst ‘Wolfe Lowe’ might be an excellent layout built to ‘exhibition’
standards, I am very aware that the vast majority of us lucky enough to have

Welcome to the month of May which, hopefully, will herald the beginning of

a model railway at home can only aspire to such high standards.

warmer weather. Though not unusual, I must admit the the cold snap
towards the end of April came as a bit of a surprise. I wasn’t impressed by

The vast majority of railway modellers build layouts at home with no

that white, fluffy stuff that descended from the skies! I have a thing about

intention of them ‘venturing’ beyond the confines of the space in which they

wearing sandals during the summer …… getting air to the old feet, and all

were built. They are, very often, built by individuals with nothing more than

that ……. and I'm looking forward to digging them out of the back of the

‘personal enjoyment’ in mind and, as such, vary hugely. Some folk simply

wardrobe very soon. I’m also looking forward to turning the central heating

like to watch the trains run, some like to be able to move stock around

off! What are the chances of either happening soon, do you reckon?

(shunt?)………you know the rest! Layouts are as varied as the people who
build them. The problem is that the vast majority of these layouts and

I’ve made myself a promise this year that whenever I visit the caravan I will

projects are built in isolation. No one sees them, no one hears about them

take at least one modelling project with me. You never know, I might get the

and, most importantly, no one but the builder learns from them!

chance to do some modelling ……… albeit on a chair outside and with a
cool beer somewhere near at hand. I just hope I don’t drop any small parts

In all the years that I have been modelling railways I cannot tell you the

on the grass as I have enough trouble finding them on a carpet! Having said

number of times I’ve had those “Why didn’t I think of that?” moments. Over

that, the caravan is in mid-Wales so I’m just as likely to be stuck in the

50 years they must number in the hundreds! Every one of those “Why didn’t

awning trying to escape the rain!

I think of that?” moments provided me with a learning experience and I have
benefitted from every one! I am a far better (though no expert!) modeller

I guess this is the time of year when most of us come out of ‘hibernation’ and

than I would have been without them. Importantly, not all (by any means) of

railway modelling takes something of a backseat to other activities. I’m

those moments were ‘supplied’ by expert modellers. On the contrary, most

hoping that I might be able to break that mould and combine modelling with

were provided by non-experts!

the ‘great outdoors’. Ho, hum. The best laid plans, etc ……….

I was at a show many years ago watching a young lad in front of a layout.

One thing is for sure, however. We have reached a quieter time of year for

He kept changing his position and his viewing height but, invariably, watched

the Club. The frenetic activity that accompanied preparations for the show is

the trains passing through the station. I asked him why he was doing this

now behind us and things are settling back into a more manageable pattern

and his reply was that he was only interested in the trains and the station

and, to some extent, this issue of the Newsletter reflects that. It’s much less

and each time he moved or changed his position he could see something

‘clubby’ this month and has a greater variety of more general interest articles

different! Not an ‘expert’ by any means, but his reply taught me a lot about

……. I hope you enjoy the read. For me, this kind of Newsletter is much

how to build layouts for an audience!

more fun to put together but, I guess, the purpose of the Newsletter is to
‘keep you informed’ so the ‘clubby’ stuff has its place.

The vast majority of us build layouts primarily for an audience of one
…….ourselves! But even this produces a favourite view …..a view that says

Whilst I’m on the subject of content, there is an article about ‘Wolfe Lowe’s’

more to us, perhaps, than any other view on the layout. If you have a layout

visit to Nottingham recently. Those of you who have been with the

at home, do you have a favourite view? Would you be willing to share it?

Newsletter for some time will already have seen various articles about this

Could you, by doing so, help someone else have one of those “Why didn’t I

layout but, like any other model railway project, it continues to develop and

think of that?” moments?

features quite a few details that were not present in earlier issues. It’s a
great model railway and, for ‘0’ scale, shows what can be achieved in a

We could, so easily, all learn from each other. All we have to do is share

relatively small space with a simple track plan.

Macclesfield Model Railway Group
supports the development of

“MegaPoint Controllers”
through the On30 Group
3

WOLFE LOWE - NOTTINGHAM
EXHIBITION 2017
Shaun Horrocks

All went smoothly and well until Steve Moor and I
arrived at the venue with our layout …… and
discovered there was only one entrance with nobody
supervising and a 7.5 tonne van taking ages to unload
Loughborough’s enormous O gauge layout! Patience,
they say, is a virtue. Virtuosity was in rather short
supply at the time!

Having eventually unloaded, we felt a well earned
coffee was in order before setting up.

At the Stafford show (our previous trip out) we were
rather lax on testing and got caught out! This time, as
soon as the layout was erected, Steve’s 3F tender engine

relay was missing!

was despatched to all corners of the layout and all, apparently, was well. We
erected the facia, put out the figures etc, cleaned the track and retired to our

About three weeks previously we had dropped that board and come to think

hotel for a very welcome pint and a meal.

about it, though no apparent damage had been done, I heard something
moving inside it whilst we were erecting it. Could it be the relay was still

Breakfast looked to have the potential for chaos as Nottingham Model

around? After much scrabbling under the scenery the offending item was

Railway Club guests were not alone in the hotel – there was also a junior

found, re-fitted and, lo and behold, all was now well! The ‘Jinty’ now crossed
the point ……. faultlessly!

cheerleader’s group as well! We were down for
breakfast at 7:30 a.m. with the cheerleaders!

Arriving early at the hall, Steve fired up the automated
mine train whilst I finished loading the main line stock
on to the turntable. I then ran the first train – my ‘Jinty'
0-6-0 plus a couple of goods wagons. It failed
completely on the main station point – the one we use
for just about every movement! No amount of
persuasion would move it through the point.

After much muttering (and a few choice words
besides), a lack of power to the frog was diagnosed.
Wires were traced and all seemed ok – must be the
MERG point control board. Steve got under the layout
and removed it – all looked ok – until we noticed that a
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Neil Fraser arrived later, as planned, to help with operating the layout and

Close inspection revealed

the rest of the day passed without further incident. The mine loco trundled

some wear on the hub

back and forth automatically and everything else ran smoothly. Vic Holland

support of the offending
mine truck.
Well, it is
made cheap
plastic after
all and it had
been the
subject of
some serious
use. Some
fettling
required back
at base after
the show
seems in order.

Following an uncontrolled scrum to load up and escape, we had
a coffee and a piece of cake and then trundled our way home
…… tired, but happy with a successful outing to Nottingham.

called in for a chat. Great
to meet up with him
again ….. we had a lot of
catching up to do!

Saturday evening
passed convivially,
having taken the
precaution to book a
table in advance.

Sunday morning dawned
early again and we fired
up the layout. Nothing
worked on board 2 – not
the points, not the
signals! NOTHING!
It must be that section’s
control board, we
thought, but all looked
well. We gave it the
engineer’s approach - a
good shake and left the control board dangling under the baseboard. It

MMRG Newsletter readers recommend :-

worked! Everything worked as it should!.

“WALTONS of ALTRINCHAM”

At some point in mid afternoon, a Nottingham club member arrived bearing a

30, Stamford St, Altrincham, WA14 1EY

huge shield trophy! Apparently Steve had won first place in their “technical”
section for his automated mine set!

0161 928 5940
“www.WaltonsModels.co.uk”

The timing couldn’t have been better because towards the end of the day
one of the mine V-tub trucks was not returning to the horizontal after
unloading…….a ‘technical hitch’ for the ‘technical’ prize winners??!!
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…. AND A FEW TO EXERCISE THE ‘CHUCKLE

…… and there are times when a helping hand is too much! That loco could
have made it to the turntable all by itself. If it wasn’t able to do that, it wasn’t

MUSCLES’ …..

the turntable it needed - it was the workshops!

Alek Adamski

So! The next time Rail Track tells you, “We’ve had the wrong kind of snow.”
……… maybe they could have an ‘exchange of information’ with Canadian
Pacific!

No! It’s not ‘photoshopped’ and it’s not a model. Seems even the good old
U.S.A. has space problems!

…..and then there are times when you just know you should have used more
p.v.a. glue on the scenery!
…….. and it looks like it’s not a new problem!

MMRG Newsletter readers recommend :“THE MODEL CENTRE”
Hill Farm, Beck Hole, Whitby, North Yorkshire,
YO22 5LF
01947 899125
“www.themodelcentre.com"
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A VIEW OF OUR HOBBY IN GERMANY

now very reluctant to launch new products. We suspect they produced too

Udo Pfannkuche

many of every model and are now piling things up in their warehouses.
These producers have probably over estimated the dynamic of the gauge ‘0’

Last weekend (1/2 April) I assisted two of my fellow modellers and producers

enthusiasm and are now suffering losses from too much capital investment

of model railroad parts and accessories from "Die Modellbahnwerkstatt”**,

sitting on their shelves.

Wuppertal, who exhibited their gauge ‘0’ model railroad at Gießen (Giessen),

I conclude that some marketing specialists in the German model railroad

near Frankfurt, where they also displayed their products and services. During

industry got a false impression of the money available from the consumers

the last few months we have had some discussions about the future of the

for this hobby and, additionally, they wanted to become a sort of market

model railroad hobby and we were all very sceptical about the forthcoming

leader. Greed is to be punished!!

gauge ‘0’ show. How wrong we were! Axel and Thomas, the two vendors,
sold more stuff than ever before, we saw more younger visitors than ever,

From my point of view there is an imbalance, at the moment, between the

and I had the impression that many like-minded people asked more

interest in our hobby and availability of disposable income on the one side

intelligent questions.

and too many models in too short a time pushed into the market on the other.
The demand for
railway models,
particularly in the
bigger scales, is
much faster
saturated than in
gauge H0/00. Those
converting to ‘0’
scale don't have
more room available
for the model railroad
layouts all of a
sudden, and it's a
simple mathematic
calculation, that only
an eighth the amount
of ‘0’ scale items can be accommodated in the same space as 00/HO. If the

Has gauge ‘0’ in Germany led to a more sophisticated thinking about model

big model railroad manufacturers do not learn from their failures, more will go

railroads in generell? Are the many international layouts shown nowadays in

bankrupt or have to amalgamate.

Germany responsible for more ‘open-minded’ railroad modellers? Do we
learn from our European neighbours? Does this mean our fantastic hobby is

Times are rather difficult now for a hobby like ours, where brain, imagination,

not on the brink of gradually dying? Or is this all only a very short blip?

hands and creativity have to be used to achieve something you can be proud
of.

Looking around in the exhibitions halls in Gießen, I discovered that many of
the small one-man manufacturers were missing. Instead there were more

** translates as ‘The Model Railway Workshop’

very fine detailed model railroad layouts present and some new producers
showed their product ranges.

On the other hand, some of the bigger model railway manufacturers are

7

command controls and decoder chips for model railroads. He also offered an

WHAT IS “DIE MODELLBAHNWERKSTATT”?

after-sales service to retro-fit decoders and thus offers sale, built-in service,

Udo Pfannkuche

consultancy, and decoder setting services.
What is Die Modellbahn Werkstett? As the Editor translated for you in the
previous article, it means ‘The Model Railway Workshop’. It is a club, but it is

Jürgen Kamberg, Jürgen Lenzen, Bernd Engelmann were also once

very different from the Macclesfield Model Railway Group ………..

members of this model railway club. Now we are all ‘conversos' to Gauge ‘0’
and Axel and Thomas invited us to share our experiences with them, help

I will explain to you the "composition" of this varied mix of entrepreneurs,

them build 7mm scale model railway layouts for exhibitions and assist them

retailers in model railroad shops, railroad modellers, interest groups, and the

at model railroad shows where Axel and Thomas sell their products. Both of

"Die Modellbahnwerkstatt” itself.

them earn their living by running their small shops.

Axel Frowein was once a member of one of the four model railroad clubs in

As a compensation for our group's support for them we are allowed to use

Wuppertal and owned a fish shop many years ago. Six years ago he decided

one of their rented rooms in the Paulstrasse premises.

to make the hobby his profession and opened a small shop serving railroad
modellers with module kits and ready made modules for their layouts.
Thomas Ermels, another former member of the same model railway club,
joined Axel. Thomas is much more the artist and focused on selling
buildings, scenic materials, scatter materials, laser cut items, and specialties.
Now Thomas owns his own laser cutting machine and creates his own model
buildings, enters the CAD drawings into the computer, and cuts the kit parts
himself.

Martin Schiefke runs a second hand model railway shop. He also came from
the model railway club the others came from, so that all of them knew each
other and decided to work together at the address Paulstr. 8 in Wuppertal.

Uli Johann, once the chairman of the bespoke model railroad club in
Wuppertal, is a computer and digital specialist in model railway trains
and control technology. He opened a shop for all the electronics, digital
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We all decided not to form another model railway club with all its paperwork,

This "Die Modellbahnwerkstatt" is an amalgamation of once frustrated

administrative processes, and so on, because we are all tired of the

members of one of the Wuppertal model railway clubs (there are four of them

senseless discussions and minor quarrels that had previously consumed too

now), mixing together knowledge, skills, experiences, craftsmanship, and

much of our time. When financial irregularities were revealed in the original

vendors’ qualities as well, and offering it all together to the still vast

club, all of us rushed away from this disaster, treachery and hypocrisy,

community of model railroad hobbyists. We all share our knowledge and

swearing never to start another official club.

ideas and experiences freely in a wonderful comradery and everything is
based on voluntary assembly and work, except for Axel and Thomas, who

That is the reason why we call ourselves an “IGM" Interessengemeinschaft

have to earn enough money to feed their families.

Modelleisenbahn" (interest group of railroad modellers) and agreed to
specialise in scale 1:45 (Gauge ‘0’).

Phew, that was a long tour through the Wuppertal scene of model railway
clubs and shops. By the way, Wuppertal features four model railway clubs/

The name "Die Modellbahnwerkstatt" unites all four people, Axel, Thomas,

interest group, four model railroad shops, three school projects with model

Martin and Uli under the same label, signalling that they create and build

railways, and a group of historians who build many parts of old Wuppertal in

things for model railway enthusiasts and also sell all the usual mass

the scale of 1:87 (HO), as it once was in the 1930's. So, a lot of activities are

produced products of the model railroad industry. Every one of them offers at

going on in Wuppertal; no wonder that I'm deeply influenced and bitten by

least something special that you won't find in the "usual" model railroad

the model railway "virus".

shops in Germany. There are some specialists, too, but they concentrate on
one thing only, i.e. building modules, decoder build-in services, offer laser

And, finally, a note to the Editor

cutting services or sell second-hand model railroad items. You will not find
one shop in Germany which combines all these services from one source.

Now you will have enough information to select from, to ponder about, and to

When Axel and Thomas attend model railraod exhibitions, they combine

see, that even in Germany there is a very vivid model railway scene in some

displaying their trade goods for sale and show a small model railway layout

places. I hope that it remains so for a very long time now.

as an example what they are able to build and deliver to customers.
Rub your eyes now, they have become tired with all the text I have sent you.
Axel and Thomas also offer clinics (or workshops) for railway enthusiasts

Have another good beer and a peaceful sleep!

and organise trips to interesting railroad places, lines and museums. Even 5day trips are on offer that visit several railroads, often narrow gauge railroads

OVER TO YOU

with steam services, or to the Swiss narrow gauge main line railways, or to
model railway exhibitions further away from Wuppertal.

Hi Mike,

Frank Pötter is one of the leading heads of the model railroad group within

Sorry that I didn't write before, but work caught me up. My first impressions

the employees of the Wuppertal utilities supplier, the WSW (Wuppertaler
Stadtwerke), which provides drinking water, electricity, gas, sewage services,

of the Show were that everything was getting up and ready before the doors

and remote controlled steam heating to many of the households in

opened. Next was the long queue in the car park 10 minutes before the

Wuppertal. This WSW internal model railroad group organises an annual

show opened. I would have expected such a long queue at a Doncaster or

model railroad show within their premises. Since there are some big car and

York Show, but not at Macclesfield! The next thing was I had to change the

truck halls for sheltering the many vehicles that such a big organisation as

overfilled cash box on the door after only 30 minutes! I did not want to leave

the utilities provider for a city of 320,000 needs, it makes a great location.

so much cash at the cash desk, I was really surprised how quickly that it had

Frank also comes to our weekly meetings on Tuesday evenings and helps by

filled!

working on our model railroad modules as well as on those belonging to the
Die Modellbahnwerkstatt. Frank is also the chief organiser of these annual
shows at the WSW Wuppertaler Stadtwerke and thus we have easy access

I found the Show itself to be the largest mixture of scales, gauges and types

to the invitation process for the annual model railway show.

of layout I have seen. Large Shows have quite a mixture but nearly always
quite a few of the same type. I think there was something for everybody, with

We model railroaders in Wuppertal have known each other for a very long

some rarely seen subjects! I was of course attracted to the "modern Image"

time now, regardless of which club our colleagues are or were members of.

OO and N gauge layouts.

We from the IGM gauge 0 group obviously benefit from our close relationship
to Axel, Thomas, Martin, and Uli. We buy almost all our model railroad stuff

Its been a long time since I been able to come to the Show and I am glad I

from these four shop owners at discounted prices.

was able to help out a little bit, if only on Saturday. As we have already
heard, the show was a great success…… all due to the hard work the

We also tend to specialise in several crafts and arts of model railroad

members put in before the doors opened.

building and operating. Bernd for example is the “king of colours”. Frank is
the specialist for organising and computer software for model railroad
control, Jürgen Kamberg specialised in building the model railway modules

If you go over to Hamburg, don't forget to book an entry time for the ‘Miniatur

and even builds whole layouts for Axel's customers, while I am the "guru" for

Wunderland’ otherwise you could wait a couple of hours to get in! Well worth

DCC decoders and particularly the speed stabilization settings and operating

a visit and expanding all the time.

the several decoder programmers from ESU, Lenz, ZIMO, Qelectronics,
Doehler & Haass, SPROG with JMRI-Software, and so on. I also once

Best wishes

presented a “workshop special” for speed stabilization settings (or load
compensation) where 9 people participated.
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Dominic (Emery)

OH, A REAL TANK ENGINE!

TRACK LAYING - NO PROBLEM!

SOME TRUTH IN IT?
On arriving at Macclesfield station, a passenger collared one of the platform
staff and demanded to know what the point of having a timetable was if the
trains were always running late.

The member of staff thought this over for a moment or two then replied,
“Well, sir. If we didn’t have timetables how would we know they were running
late?”
Hopefully this is not representative of the rest of the tramway system in
Novosibirsk. Perhaps they should have a word with the engineers in
Blackpool!

MMRG Newsletter readers recommend :“CHESHIRE MODELS”

MMRG Newsletter readers recommend :-

37, Sunderland Street, Macclesfield

“S.M.T.F.” (model shop)

01625 511646

Brookside Garden Centre, London Road North,
Poynton, Cheshire, SK12 1BY

www.cheshiremods.org.uk

01625 850427
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HOW DO THEY DO THAT?

It looked possible. It even looked almost believable that such a facility might

Building a jetty for ‘Purgatory Junction’ - Part 1

exist ……… now, if it was linked with a supply/distribution facility…..

Mike Hebblethwaite
You know how it goes! What started as a relatively small project kind of
grows like ‘’Topsy’. We have a few spare square inches here, we have some

The Background

more there ……… and, “You know that by 1950 (the era of our new layout)
The ‘0n30’ Group is building a new layout called ‘Purgatory Junction’ which is

that tourism was becoming the ‘in thing’, well, maybe we could have a couple

destined, eventually, to replace ‘Purgatory Peak’ and it will feature a town

of sailing boats for hire or even a couple of outboards for fishing. We could

scene as well as something of a ‘hinterland’ which is somewhat older and a

even have a workshop that has switched over to this new market.”

bit more ‘back-woodsie’. Gone are the towering mountain scenes of the old
layout which made ‘Purgatory Peak’ so spectacular to look at and gone, also,

Next thing you know we’ve got a boat builder, lake-side dry goods distributor

is the notion that scenery alone can create an impression of space and

and a slipway!

distance. This new layout will rely on detail to show what the town and its
surroundings are really like!

But all that’s got nothing to do with the jetty itself!

A pretty tall order, but a real challenge ……. and one that will really stretch

In the following pages we’ll show you how you, too, could build a jetty. It’s

our modelling skills!

very simple and it’s certainly no ‘master class’ in model making! It is
something that, scaled up or down appropriately, could make an unusual

Not only does the new layout feature the town, it also features a lake-side

feature on your own layout and is cheap and relatively easy to build. It would

development which is probably older than the town itself! Part of the original

look great as a feature in any scale.

railway’s reason for being was to serve the small communities along the lake
shore and where these couldn’t be reached with rails, small ‘interchange’

Don’t forget, however, that the jetty featured is ‘built’ on a lake! Lakes have

facilities between rail and water grew. Our lake-side model represents one

no tides worth mentioning. They also tend not to have ‘high water’ as they

such ‘interchange’.

invariably have a natural overflow, though they can have ‘low’ water during
dry periods. If you model a jetty at the coast, remember that there can be a

So. How do you transfer goods from rail to boats? One simple solution is to

huge difference between low and high tide (up to 15 metres in the Severn

build a cheap jetty onto which wagons (box and flat cars) can be run and,

Estuary, though the UK average is nearer 3-4 metres).

thus, relatively easily transfer goods between rail and water.
Whilst the following article shows the construction of a jetty, the same
building techniques could be used for loading platforms, small wooden

Nice idea and an unusual feature on a model railway. We’ll build one!

station platforms, in fact any platform raised above ground level.
Plans were drawn and sketches made ………..
A fairly simple structure that you can build …………
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The Structure

For the under-deck of the jetty, basswood was chosen simply because it is a
lot firmer than balsa wood and is less likely to warp. It is also much stronger
…. an important consideration for a layout that is to be portable yet tough
enough to stand up to the vibrations and inevitable knocks it will take on the
‘exhibition circuit’. The under-deck was cut to size and lightly ‘rough’ sanded
to provide a surface that glue could easily bond to.

Step two was to create the deck’s surface. We wanted ‘embedded’ rails, so

Photo 2 - shows the support beams running the length of the jetty to (theoretically)

these were carefully measured and marked on the upper surface of the

support the deck’s planks. The cross beams ‘support’ the beams above and also attach

under-deck and, using wooden coffee stirrers cut to length (8ft), the

to the uprights’

‘channels’ for the rails were created. Super glue was used throughout the
jetty’s construction but, beware, it has a nasty habit of ending up in places it

the uprights (as shown at the right hand end in photo 2). The cross beams

shouldn’t!

were then added and extended beyond the edges of the jetty. These
‘extensions’ will also be attached to the uprights.

If you wish to ‘texture’ the planks, now is the time to do it! The whole of the
deck (both pieces) was rough sanded following the grain of the wood. Coffee
stirrers tend to be made of fine grained wood but even this grain is ‘over
scale’ at 1:48! If you are building a similar structure in 00/H0, use a medium
grade sandpaper. Do not worry about trying to get all your planks to match …
they rarely do in real life and every plank will weather differently anyway.

The next part of the puzzle is to fit the uprights. At this point you need to
decide how high you need your jetty to be above the water’s surface. For
coastal jetties allowance has to be made for tides …… in our case, with the
water being a lake, we didn’t need to consider this. Our jetty’s deck didn’t
need to be very high because it would be serving relatively small boats.
Whatever height you choose, it’s time to prepare the upright supports. If you
are going to ‘distress’ the wood, it’s best to do it now. It will be very difficult to
do once these uprights have been fitted.

Once the wood has been prepared it can be cut to length. In our case the
uprights are a scale 18” square and the outer pieces were measured to deck
height plus 3ft (waist height - approx). Don’t forget that the uprights along
the centre line of the jetty only reach the underside of the deck!!

The next stage has to be done using a flat surface!! Carefully attach (but
don’t glue yet!) all the centre line posts and check that your deck stays level
along its length. Any posts that are too long or too short should be
corrected or replaced. Once you are happy that all is well, they can be fixed
in place. Next, pick a corner and, ensuring that everything is level across the
Photo 1 - The ‘channels’ for the rails can be clearly seen.

deck (and the upright is vertical!), fix the first upright in place. Go to the
opposite corner and do the same again. You should now have a reasonably

Next, the ‘planks’ for the deck’s surface were added and it was time to create

stable structure and the rest of the uprights can be added. The uprights

the supporting framework and join the two pieces of deck together.

along the sides of the jetty should attach at three points, those on the end
will have four points of contact.

First, the centre line for the deck was drawn and the supporting beams that
run the length of the jetty were fitted. Care should be taken to ensure that

If, like our jetty, yours is ‘L’ shaped, the upright that forms the inner corner

these two central beams are the correct width apart to later fit the upright

should be the same length as those along the centre line. This upright will be

posts. The remaining support beams were then added along the length of

used to support the second piece of deck. Photo 2 shows how this was

the jetty with the outer beams forming an edge to the whole structure. This

done. The underside for the small deck was constructed in exactly the

is important to do (and get right!) as they will be attached to the uprights!
They also need extending beyond the end of the jetty to accommodate
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same way as the main deck but with an extra support added along the
edge that meets the main deck.

This ‘extra’ piece is used to attach the smaller deck to the main deck (see
photo 2).

Photo 3 - another view of the ‘completed’ first stage

If, like our jetty, yours has ‘buried’ rails, you will have to install something that
stops errant wagons from falling off the end into the ‘drink’. Ours is a simple
baulk of timber! It’s cheap, easy to fit and it works!

…. And Then It Grew!

How did you guess that the next ‘bit’ didn’t feature in the original plan?

A lower deck was added to produce a more interesting shape and to create
the opportunity to have smaller sail and row boats (why can’t the Americans
be bothered to add the ‘ing’?) or even outboard powered dinghies.
Photo 5 - the jetty now fitted with its lower deck

Construction followed the same methods as before as can be seen in the
photo below. It would have been far better to have planned this ‘extension’

The staircase was built by gluing a scale 8” square timber to the inside of the
frame at the base of both sides of the staircase. The tread was then fixed
across these. The process was then repeated for each step, building on top
of the step below. Do not try to shape individual stair spacers before you fit
them …….. it’s just not worth it. Simply make each spacer slightly too long
and trim off the excess and sand smooth when the stairs are complete.

Photo 4 - the construction method for the ‘extra’ deck is the same as for the main
structure. However, the uprights are a scale 1ft square and stand 2ft above the deck.

from the start as the height of the lower deck above the water has been
dictated, largely, by the steps down to it. 5 steps and the deck would have
been too high. 6 steps, as built, and it is a little too low. Somewhere half way
Photo 6 - the jetty is now ready for the next stage of its ‘development’!

between would have been better but that would have meant building the
steps with more than a 9” riser! Ah, well. Lesson learnt!

And that’s it! The basic structure is complete. All that’s needed now is a tidy
up …. trim off any excess beams, try to remove any excess glue (told you

As for the staircase? It sounds very simple to make and, with care, it is. The

superglue ended up in places you didn’t want it!), etc …. and your jetty is

stairs are set at 45 degrees and the side frames were cut accordingly.

ready for the next stage. You’ll have to wait ’til next month for the that

They were made to fit between the lower deck and the underside of the
deck above. The stair treads were cut from 1mm thick basswood sheet.
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instalment!

Tools Used

All beams on the lower deck were made from basswood (MWP -

The tools used in building this project were nothing out of the ordinary and

1/16”x1/8”x24”)

are likely to be in the ‘armoury’ of most model makers.
All the Mid West Products basswood materials were sourced at ‘Hobbycraft’,
With the exception of an adjustable set square (90 and 45 degrees), all the

The Peel Centre, Stockport though they are available at other craft/model

tools used are shown in the photo above and include;-

shops and on-line.

razor saw

drill bits (various sizes)
The steps were built out of materials left over from other projects (never
throw anything away!) i.e. coffee stirrers cut to size for the side frames and
1mm thick balsa sheet cut to size for the treads.

Basswood was chosen because it is a relatively ‘strong’ material and is far
less susceptible to warping and distortion than balsa wood. Balsa wood has
its place and is very easy to work with, but it is not recommended for
covering/supporting large areas such as in this project.

Alternative Materials for 00/H0/009/N

Whilst in larger scales (this model is ‘0’ scale) nothing looks more like wood
than …….erm ………wood, it may not be practical to use it in smaller scales.
A good alternative for ’00/H0’ and even ’N’ would be to use plastics (styrene).
There’s a huge variety of embossed plastic sheets available to represent
planking (Slater’s Plastikard, Evergreen Scale Models, etc) that are available
pin vice (for drilling)

‘Archimedes’ drill

from many model shops and on-line and a variety of manufacturers produce

scalpels

rail cutters (side cutters)

square and round section plastic ‘rods’ (Evergreen Scale Models, Plastruct,

fibre glass rail cleaner (Peco rail cleaner just as good)
pencils

retractable cutter

cheap wood carving set

ruler

etc)

If you use plastic as an alternative you can ‘distress’ the surface in much the
same way as you would prepare wood except that you will have no grain to

Perhaps a wood carving set is not in everyone’s tool box, but not to worry.

act as a guide. You will be starting with an entirely smooth surface. There are

They are reasonably cheap (under £10.00) and are readily available in most

endless numbers of articles and features on the internet that will show you

craft shops and on the internet. Make sure that, in whatever set you buy, you

how best to do this.

have a ‘V’ cutter and a couple of different sized ‘U’ cutters.
Next Month
How to detail the jetty…….bringing it to life.
Materials Used

The model. as shown, was built entirely out of wood
and, apart from ‘superglue’, no other materials were
used.

The ‘underdeck’ for the upper part of the jetty was built
from basswood (Mid West Products - 1/32”x4”x24”)
and was covered with coffee strirrers cut to length.

The beams running the length of the main deck are
basswood (MWP - 3/16”x1/8”x24”) as are those
running across the underside of the deck (MWP 1/16”x1/8”x24”)

The upright supports for the main deck are made from
pine strip wood (B&Q CM410 10.5x10.5x900mm) and
those for the lower deck from the same but smaller,
pine strip wood (B&Q 6x6x900mm).
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ANOTHER BIG THANK YOU

SHUNTING ……. INDIAN STYLE

The generosity of some folk never ceases to amaze me!

We’ve had two great donations made to the Club during April and they will
certainly be put to good use with new projects….

The first donation came from Ian Hopper which consisted of two well made
baseboards with ’N’ gauge track attached. The track has now been removed
and set aside for a new ’N’ gauge project within the Club. This will begin as
soon as space allows. There are sufficient points and lengths of good track
to build a complete layout.

If getting involved in this project interests you, please let us know. It’s an
opportunity for you to become involved right from the word ‘Go’.

Though definitely not a sight you are likely to see today, it was not
uncommon in days gone by to see elephants at work moving wagons on

The baseboards will, no doubt, be retained for other projects. Suitably

sidings!

modified, for example, one (measuring 8’x2’) may form the basis for our

….AND SPEAKING OF INDIAN RAILWAYS

‘raffle layout’ for next year’s show. We already have enough track, locos and
rolling stock for this project …….. all of which have been kindly donated!

Anyone interested in helping to build this layout? If you are, please get in
touch. Your help and ideas would be very much appreciated.

The second donation came from Howard Rowley and consisted of several
‘Linka’ bits and pieces (mainly casting resins and powders). Although the
materials are from the ‘Linka’ system, they can be used with almost any
flexible moulds and, I am sure, will prove useful in a variety of projects.

The Club extends its thanks and gratitude to both for their generosity.

DID YOU KNOW THAT ……….
1)

It is possible to travel from Portugal to Vietnam just by using trains. This
is a distance of more than 10,500 miles (17,000 kms)!!

2)

Stray dogs in Moscow have learnt how to commute! They catch the
trains from the suburbs into the city, spend the day scavenging and then
return ‘home’ by train in the evening!

3)

So, you think modern track laying is quick? In 1896, Chinese and Irish
labourers working for the Central Pacific Railroad laid 10 miles (16 kms)
of track in a single day. This achievement has not been matched to this
day!

4)

A Texas train company, in 1886, invited the public to watch two trains,
travelling at full speed, crash head on as a publicity stunt. They
promised a ‘good show’. Unfortunately 3 people were killed and several

Says it all, really.

were injured. A ‘great show’ …… if you like the macabre!
5)

The fight scene on top of the train in ‘Skyfall’ was actually filmed on

Thankfully this kind of incident is largely confined to the past! Indian

board a moving train ………. and Daniel Craig did not use a stunt

passenger trains do have toilet facilities now. I won’t be tempted to comment!

double! I wonder what their insurance bill was?
6)

Sweden has the power! Ore trains travelling downhill to the coast

And, finally, did you know that if all the railway tracks in India were laid out as

actually generate electricity as they use their motors to brake! They

a single line they would circle the Earth 1.5 times?

produce enough electricity to power the uphill return of empty trains
and supply power to nearby communities. How ‘green’ can you get?
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CLUB CONTACTS AND WEB ADDRESSES

time for the school holidays when I know that more than a few us will be
scratching our heads for ideas to keep the kids/grandkids ‘amused’. I’ve a few

Newsletter:-

ideas of my own, but if that’s all the content we have it will be a rather slender

e-mail

“MMRG-NewsLetter@hotmail.com"

telephone

07761 122126

issue! If the ‘Summer Special’ is to become a reality, I really do need your help!

If you’ve got any ideas or recommendations for visits or activities, please let us
Macclesfield Model Railway Group:web site

‘www.macclesfieldmrg.org.uk'

e-mail

‘macclesfieldmodelrailwaygroup@gmail.com'

telephone

07796 457978
07761 122126

Twitter

www.twitter.com/@MacclesfieldMRG

Facebook

www.facebook.com/macclesfieldmrg

know! All you need to do is tell us:1) what it is
2) where it is
3) what it costs, if anything
4) what we might see or do when we visit
5) If you’ve got a couple of photos, so much the better.
Please, help me out if you can. Your support with a simple e-mail would be
much appreciated by every reader who is struggling with ideas.

If you would like to contact the Newsletter or Macclesfield Model
Railway Group for any reason, simply ‘click’ on the appropriate red link

That’s it ’til next month. I hope you continue to enjoy your hobby.

above.

Don’t forget ……… your Committee members are:Chairman

Shaun Horrocks

Vice Chairman

Mike Hebblethwaite

Treasurer

Malcolm Fraser

Deputy Treasurer

Alan Ashton

Secretary

Tom McDonough

Member reps

Colin Moores

NEED WE SAY MORE?

Tony Hallatt
Steve Nixon
Newsletter Editor

Mike Hebblethwaite

THE LAST WORD

At last the dust has begun to settle!

Both the annual show (as reported last month, a great success) and the AGM
are becoming fading memories and Club activities seem to be returning to
something like normal (whatever that is!!). I’ve even been able to ‘snatch’
some time to actually make a model! Not exactly the retirement I’d planned,
but it’s a start. I’ve no doubt other distractions will surface sooner rather than
later!

I guess I’m not alone in looking forward to the Summer with its (hopefully)
warm, sunny days and long evenings. The time for virtual hibernation is
nearly over.

The great outdoors is starting to beckon with visits to heritage railways and
places of interest, barbecues, beer gardens and the sun-lounger, walks in the

MMRG Newsletter readers recommend :-

countryside …….what a change in life-style the summer brings!

“TRIDENT TRAINS”
How are you planning to spend your summer? Are you planning any visits to

Unit 10, The Craft Arcade, Dagfields Craft Centre,
Crewe Road, Walgherton, Nantwich, Cheshire CW5
7LG

places of interest with a railway connection? Are you thinking of taking any
‘rail fan’ tours? If you are hoping to take advantage of the summer weather by
visiting or getting involved in anything with a railway theme, we’d love to hear

01270 842400

about it.

I’m still hoping to produce a ‘Summer Special’ edition (as an ‘extra’) in
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www.tridenttrains.co.uk

