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THE NEWSLETTER 

YOUR TEAM (so far) 

Editor      Mike Hebblethwaite 

Research (internet trawling!)   Mike Hebblethwaite 

The fun bits    Mike Hebblethwaite 

     Alek Adamski 

If you would like to join the team and set up a regular (or even occasional!) 
feature, please contact the Editor. At the moment this Newsletter is too 
much a “one man band”!  All contributions are welcome. 

CONTACT THE NEWSLETTER 

The Newsletter now has its own e-mail contact address, which is :- 

“MMRG-NewsLetter@hotmail.com” 

We hope we will have a very full ‘in-tray’ each month!  

Any ideas about what we should include, any contributions you may wish to 
make about yourself and your interests, any news, recommended hobby 
outlets or just a general “Hi” to fellow readers would be very welcome. 

It’s your Newsletter! Use it. 

NEWSLETTER POLICY 

This Newsletter is freely distributed to regular subscribers and is available 
to download through Macclesfield Model Railway Group’s web site. Some 
of our information is derived from the internet and we try to acknowledge 
sources where ever we can. However, it is not always possible to trace 
original sources with the limited facilities that we have and apologise 
unreservedly in advance for any oversight. 

As a reader/recipient of this Newsletter, you are free to distribute it 
amongst your friends and family, other clubs and societies to which you 
may belong or use any part of it to promote and further interest in railway 
modelling. 

MMRG claims no copyright of any of the content and you are free to use any 
part of it for any non-profit making purpose you wish. Should you wish to 
use any of the content in any documentation of your own, all that we ask is 
that, as a courtesy, you forward us a copy. 

With regard to commercial/for profit use of our material, we have to rely on 
trust - we have no way of monitoring such use. If you do intend to use our 
material in such a way, please ask for permission first. It is unlikely to be 
refused but, at the very least, an acknowledgement would be expected in 
return. 

COMMERCIAL ADVERTISING 

Our policy, at present, is that this publication will carry no commercial 
advertising. It is a Newsletter! However, should you wish to place an 
“advertising article” concerning a new product, an up-grade to an existing 
product or a more general “of benefit/interest to railway modellers” article, 
please contact ‘The Editor” via e-mail initially. It is understood that such 
features do not carry the endorsement of MMRG unless specified. 

AND FINALLY 

This Newsletter is produced for and on behalf of Macclesfield Model 
Railway Group as part of their ‘constitutional’ obligation to promote and 
support the hobby of railway modelling. MMRG, under it’s own rules, is 
obliged to pursue ‘educational’ opportunities within the hobby and this 
Newsletter is proud to play its part. 

No price can be placed on the value of ‘education’, which is why this 
Newsletter is, and always will be, free. 
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EDITORIAL

Now, I don’t know about you, but I’m pretty sure I must have overslept and 

missed something. I have this niggling feeling at the back of my mind that I 

can’t quite focus into a coherent thought. I’m sure that, if I concentrate hard 

enough, it will come to me……..

Enough of that. It’s time to get on with this issue of the Newsletter!

As you will see, the ‘great outdoors’ seems to be a common thread running 

through our leading articles this month. There’s Pat Honey’s G1 EMU which 

spends its ‘working life’ on an outdoor railway, the Club organised a 

members’ outing on the Ffestiniog Round Robin and Vic Holland’s photos of 

railways in and around Macclesfield are obviously ‘outdoor’ shots!

And, I guess that this is the time of year where we all tend to turn our 

attention for activities away from ‘indoors’. Modelling projects tend to be put 

on hold as more of our time is taken by visiting places of interest, family 

holidays, day trips to the sea and, maybe, even to the odd barbecue or two.

As you, no doubt, read last month (and there are a couple of reminders 

dotted around this issue!) that Pat Honey has kindly offered to open up 

Gauge 1 running sessions to any readers who may be interesting in 

operating some really big model trains in a lovely outdoor setting. It is 

certainly an opportunity for a day out with a bit of a difference. Details are 

inside this issue.

The Ffestiniog Round Robin was also a day out with a difference and was 

exceptionally good value for money. This is a day out that you can organise 

for yourself but you have to call at one of the stations on the Round Robin 

route to purchase your tickets. For some strange reason, they are not 

available on-line. If you are thinking of doing this, then please check your 

Arriva and Ffestiniog Railway timetables carefully ……. a missed connection 

on your way up to Blaenau Ffestiniog would create some difficulties, to say 

the least!

As a complete break away from the ‘normal’ content of this Editorial column, 

I have to say that whilst I was waiting for the scheduled FR train to Blaenau 

Ffestiniog, I had the opportunity to have a really good look (and a real 

struggle with temptation!) at the Minitrains HO9 Baldwin in FR’s shop. It is 

an exquisite model for those of you interested in modelling ‘narrow gauge’. 

Although it would look great hauling 009 slate or similar small wagons or 

even bogie flat cars, it did look rather too diminutive when put alongside 

carriage stock. For those of you who hanker after a Baldwin to haul your 

carriages, you may be well advised to wait for the Bachmann 009 model. 

Heljan are due to release a Manning Wardle in the not too distant future (we 

hope!) in 009. For those of you who are toying with the idea of 009, check 

out those fabulous Lynton and Barnstaple carriages from Peco ……. you’ll 

be ‘toying’ no longer. You will be modelling!! Remember, H09 is scaled at 

3.5mm to 1 foot (1:87) whereas 009 is 4mm to 1 foot (1:76). The difference 

is not too noticeable until you mix the two scales close to each other or try to 

run them together in the same scene! HO buildings, for example, can look 

distinctly odd in an 009 setting.

 

Back to the ‘great outdoors’!

As most of you will already know, I am lucky enough to have a touring 

caravan which, this year, I have sited between Newtown and Machynlleth. It 

is ideally placed within easy reach of the Vale of Rheidol Railway, the Corris 

Railway and even the Welshpool/Llanfair Caereinion Railway. Unfortunately 

I tend to be drawn by the CO to Newtown (Morrisons, Tesco and Lidl), 

Aberystwyth (more shops!) and Aberdovey with its beach and crabbing in 

the harbour for the grand kids …………. d’you think they’d notice if I 

‘disappeared’ for an afternoon? I think the Corris Railway (probably the most 

overlooked railway in Wales) is well worth a visit, a few photos and another 

“I’ve been there” article. Still, the chance to have a barbecue and a couple of 

beers in the evening is something of a compensation ……. if the sun is 

shining!

BINGO! EUREKA!

That’s it! That’s what I missed when I overslept! SUMMER!

Hasn’t it been a truly damp one so far this year? So much for the predictions 

from the Met Office last June that we were going to have a scorching July 

and August! In fairness, though, they may not have been talking about this 

country…… I don’t remember them saying where exactly it would be 

scorching hot! Does anyone actually pay that much attention to them these 

days?

Apparently it’s all down to a wayward jet stream that is moving too far South 

for this time of year and is dragging lows in from the Atlantic ……. first stop, 

Britain! Now, if on Saturday 6th of this month we could all face North at 

precisely 12 noon and blow as hard as we can ………..

Fingers crossed for an Indian Summer ( what in Germany they call a 

“Granny Summer”) and the chance for as many of us as possible to get out 

and about with our cameras and notepads and, you never know, there could 

be a flood of “I’ve been there, too” articles and photos galore for the “My 

Photos” column. All you have to do, as a starter for 10, is to remember to 

take your camera!!

If you have any photos and a few notes about your model railway, a story 

about somewhere you have visited, a model you have made ……. in fact 

anything that you think may be of interest to your fellow readers, please 

send it in to me via the Newsletter’s e-mail address, my own e-mail address 

or even MMRG’s. If you’ve enjoyed something, the certainty is that others 

will appreciate sharing that experience with you.

That’s it! Editorial done. Newsletter ready to go. All that remains is for you to, 

hopefully, enjoy the read.

Until next month, then, take care and enjoy your hobby. 
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YOUR PHOTOS - MACCLESFIELD AND 
SURROUNDINGS (PART 4)
Vic Holland

Prestbury Station

Moving clockwise from top left:-

1) Signal box and main station building on down platform looking north.

2)   Goods yard and diesel-hauled Euston-bound                                

express.

3)   Up platform waiting room, Prestbury station

4)   Looking towards Prestbury tunnel mouth

5)   Looking towards Macclesfield from outside signal box

1

1 2

3

4

54



North Staffs Railway - miscellany

Left Bosley station with Macclesfield-bound 

train awaiting clearance

Lower left North Rode junction looking South from 

road bridge

Lower centre NSR pattern signal post (with Upper 

Quadrant substitute distance arm, 

believed to be North Rode down, on line 

from Bosley

Lower right Sutton Crossing NSR pattern outer home 

lower quadrant signal - opposite Ashton 

and Holmes siding (taken from Windmill 

Street)

This concludes the series. 

I hope you’ve enjoyed it and, for some at least, has brought 

back memories of times past.

Vic Holland
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Pat Honey

This 3 car EMU first saw service on the “Ruskinville and Bingleford 

Model Railway” which was a gauge 1 double track system built at 

ground level in August 

1950. It even included 

a Southern Railway 

style third rail pick up. 

Sadly, this line was 

dismantled in April 

1970,  but the EMU 

you see here lived on!

It is, in fact, one of a 

pair of units that 

operated on the 

original “Ruskinville 

and Bingleford Model 

Railway”.

It was originally built in 1950 to a very high standard for those days. 

Although the interior was fully fitted, there were no ‘outside’ details such 

as front cab electrics, door handles or hand rails. By today’s standards, 

it did look rather plain.

The model, in its original form, was fully electrified and worked from a 

30 volt supply. The original motor powering the leading bogie can 

clearly be seen in the photograph at the bottom of this page.
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The time, however, had come for this EMU to be seriously up-graded!

The bodies were renovated by Neil Burnsman and myself in 2015. Exterior and interior 

details were added and included such features as door handles, hand rails, seated 

passengers and front/rear end light fittings.

The units were then repainted in BR green with numbers and BR ‘lions’ completing the 

make-over. The wheels were also outlined in white.

The chassis were sent to Steve Foster who stripped out all the old 30v motors and 

associated electrics and rebuilt them with motors driving all axles! He also fitted battery 

power and radio control units. The addition of a modern sound system completed the 

conversion work.

The whole EMU is now fully operated by the use of small, hand held controllers.

Was all the effort worth it? Of course it was! The EMU was beginning to look its age and, 

whilst a nice model, did not meet with modern standards. It now looks stunning as it makes 

its way through ‘Adlestrop Station’ and on round the rest of our outdoor layout.

If you are interested in seeing it in a great setting or even ‘driving’ it, please let Mike (the 

Editor) know and he will pass your contact details on to me.

Macclesfield Model Railway Group 
supports the development of 

“MegaPoint Controllers” 
through the On30 Group
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THE FUNNIES

“Mouse! What mouse?

“Oops! Sorry. My mistake,” said the Dalek climbing off the dustbin!

No comment ……….. as if any were needed!

……..and I complained when I got my tongue stuck in a mouth organ??

………… and the children waited patiently for their school trip aboard an 

historic steam train ……..on the wrong platform!!

Virgin Trains apologises for the cancellation of the 12.20 train from 

Manchester to London and for any inconvenience this may have caused to 

passengers wishing to travel on this service.

MMRG Newsletter readers recommend :- 

“CABOOSE HOBBIES INC” 

500 South Broadway, Denver, CO 80209, United States 

+1 303-777-6766 
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ANOTHER DAY OUT! 
THE “FFESTINIOG ROUND ROBIN”
Shaun Horrocks and Mike Hebblethwaite

It started out much like the vulture scene in the original Walt Disney “Jungle 

Book” ……. you know, the one that goes along the lines of,

“What d’you wanna do?”

“Dunno. What d’you wanna do?”

“I dunno!”

“So………. What d’you wanna do?”

Thankfully, Tony Hallatt did know what he wanted to do! He suggested we 

pick a free Saturday and have a Club members’ outing on the “Ffestiniog 

Round Robin”. The response from fellow members was less Walt Disney 

and more Muppet Show …….

“Great idea, Tony! What the Hell is the Ffestiniog Round Robin?”

“It’s a circular rail tour using ‘Arriva’ trains and includes a trip on the 

Ffestiniog Railway.”

“And we get to see an over-fed robin in Ffestiniog?”

“No”

“We need more information!”

To cut what could be a long story in itself very short, the “Round Robin” 

involves boarding any ‘Arriva’ train from your chosen starting point and aim 

for Shrewsbury where you change trains for the ‘Cambrian Coast Line’ and 

head for Porthmadog via Welshpool, Newtown , etc. Next board the 

Ffestiniog Railway to Ffestiniog and, from there, back on to ‘Arriva’ trains to 

Llandudno Junction, Chester (change trains?) and on to return to your 

starting point.

And so the day (Saturday 2nd July) started. An early start was required for 

the intrepid band of seven to enable boarding at Stockport, Wilmslow & 

Crewe.

Mike was probably the first to arrive at a station and 0700hrs on a Saturday 

morning does not find Macclesfield at its busiest! Apart from a small group 

of lads having their ‘liquid breakfast’ (Mike thought, “Oh to be young again 

…. with the bladder to cope!), the station was otherwise deserted!

On to Stockport where Mike met up with Neil Fraser and Tom McDonough. 

Then we were three. All aboard the Shrewsbury train at 0740 and away we 

go! Shaun, Gerry Ogden and Dave Wheelton boarded at Wilmslow and so 

we were six. Last, but not least, we were joined at Crewe by Tony making 

us a magnificent seven (cue music, break out the tequila and sombreros 

and head West).

Having finally got everyone together we settled back for a relaxing journey 

to Shrewsbury where we had time for coffee before boarding our next train 

for Porthmadog.

Due to track maintenance, the usual platform for the train was unavailable 

but it duly arrived from Birmingham International and was already 

reasonably full.

The only problem was that it was due to split at Machynlleth with part going 

to Aberystwyth & part to Pwllheli – the only question was which part was 

going to where? 

The Arriva guy on the platform said one thing and the station announcer  

another! We 

plumped for the 

front half. Wrong! 

Having moved to 

the rear of the train 

we found seats but 

not on the right 

side for viewing 

the coast on the 

next leg.

After crossing the River Severn (before clearing the platforms at 

Shrewsbury station!) and travelling on through Welshpool and Newtown, we 

arrived at Machynlleth after a surprisingly rapid journey on the old 

Cambrian rails with many station buildings still in the old green Cambrian 

colours. Here the train spilt and we headed up the coast at a much more 

sedate pace, hugging every twist and turn of the coast and stopping at 

every lamppost. 
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Now a two-car unit (as seen above at Tywyn Station) we became more and 

more full as people got on everywhere – it really was being used! We saw 

Fairbourne station before reducing speed for the wooden bridge at 

Barmouth over the Mawddach estuary and soon were motoring over the 

new bridge at Llandecwyn.

We passed the Ffestiniog works at Minffordd to traverse the new bridge 

over the Glaslyn, rapidly followed by the diamond crossing with the Welsh 

Highland as we approached Porthmadog station and the Welsh Highland 

Heritage line.

We had 40mins to walk through the town to the Harbour station and 

Ffestiniog Railway and the plan was to amble down and get food at 

Spooners Bar on the station. However, two, who shall be nameless (at least 

for the moment) decided to have a sit-down meal on the way! 

They did make it – just – having asked the guard to unlock the 

carriage and let them in! Gerry and Dave mumbled a muted apology and 

settled in for the ride.

Nice to see one of the WHR garratts waiting patiently to take its next train to 

Caernarfon.

Hauled more 

than ably by ‘Earl 

of Merioneth’ on 

the Ffestiniog, 

we had great 

views especially 

now that some of 

the trees have 

been removed 

and a running 

commentary 

from Neil. We 

reached Blaenau 

Ffestiniog ahead 

of time which 

was good as this 

was our tightest 

change – there 

was even time 

for a loo stop!
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It’s a surprisingly long tunnel (4kms) out of Blaenau Ffestiniog and on to the 

line built to haul slate from Ffestiniog to the purpose built quay at Deganwy. 

The bulk of the slate was transported West and exported from the likes of 

Porthmadog. However, once in the light it was a very pleasant amble down 

the Conway valley through Betws-y-coed and Llanrwst to Llandudno 

Junction and a 20 minute wait for the Chester train.

Time for some “mug shots”! From left to right (above) we have Shaun 

Horrocks, Neil Fraser, Tony Hallatt, Gerry Ogden, Tom McDonough and 

Mike Hebblethwaite. The photo below has ‘magically’ replaced Shaun with 

Dave Wheelton. Well, someone has to take the photos!!

We arrived at Chester in the middle of a downpour but fortunately were able 

to stay in the dry. Here the party split in two with the Stockport contingent 

deciding to travel via Manchester rather than Crewe.

The Crewe set headed for platform 1, only to find it occupied, not with the 

expected Arriva Train Wales, but a Virgin Cross Country! Having made sure 

it was going to Crewe we got on, hoping our tickets would be OK. We 

needn’t have worried – it was on its last trip of the day and the guard never 

budged out of his cubby hole!
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 At Crewe, after some dithering over which was the Arriva train to Wilmslow, 

we discovered that we just had time for a beer before it drew in on the 

adjacent platform.

Mike, having travelled to Manchester with Neil and Tom, parted company 

with the ‘Stockport/Hazel Grove bound’ and caught a Virgin Cross Country 

for Macclesfield and found that the rain from Chester had arrived in 

Macclesfield at exactly the same time as he did! 

No coat, no umbrella! 

Where to take shelter? ………. The Queens, of course, and a well earned 

pint! Then a taxi home.

Despite there being seven of us and we’d travelled round and through many 

villages, we didn’t find a single one to save from marauding bandits. Nor did 

we see any over-fed robins in Ffestiniog! We simply had to settle for a great 

rail tour. It was a very different, but a very enjoyable, Members’ Day Out 

and, at around £40, proved excellent value for money. 

Many thanks Tony for suggesting and organising.

Now, where are we going next ??? – apparently the Cumbrian coast is 

interesting!!!

A great day out, indeed! If you have any ideas about future ‘Members’ 

Days Out’, then please let us know…….. and there is no good reason 

why similar trips shouldn’t be organised for readers of the Newsletter. 

Let’s have your ideas and we’ll see what we can organise! Get the 

Club working for you! Ed 

GROANS OF THE MONTH !
Tony Hallatt

A man got to the final of a railway modelling competition …….. but lost on 

points!

If you miss a train, you can follow the tracks and/or track it down!

And you thought my jokes were bad!!! I have to say that your 

organised trips are way better than your jokes. Ed

OVER TO YOU

Hi Mike

Thanks for excellent newsletter.  Very very good and well put together.

 

Ref N Gauge layout.

 

We are really busy here which is why you have not seen me.

 

Yesterday was a milestone with my N gauge railway in as far as we have 

now dug out 22 tons of earth and concrete [by hand] from under the kitchen 

and yesterday the concrete floor was piped in. Still lots to do, builder to do 

reinforcing walls and then I can start on making ‘The Cave’ into a room and 

finally build my N gauge layout again.

 

Therefore, sadly, I am not able to help the club on the N gauge layout.  So 

sad for you that it got so far and the came to such a sudden and sad halt.

 

We have been through the remote station near Lowestoft on a few 

occasions.

 

Please pass on very best wishes to all members

 

With blessings

 

David & Jan Green

MMRG Newsletter readers recommend :- 

“WALTONS of ALTRINCHAM” 

30, Stamford St, Altrincham, WA14 1EY 

0161 928 5940 

“www.WaltonsModels.co.uk”

MMRG Newsletter readers recommend :- 

“S.M.T.F.” (model shop) 

Brookside Garden Centre, London Road North, Poynton, 
Cheshire, SK12 1BY 

01625 850427 

MMRG Newsletter readers recommend :- 

“TRIDENT TRAINS” 

Unit 10, The Craft Arcade, Dagfields Craft Centre, Crewe 
Road, Walgherton, Nantwich, Cheshire CW5 7LG 

01270 842400 

www.tridenttrains.co.uk 

MMRG Newsletter readers recommend :- 

“CHESHIRE MODELS” 

37, Sunderland Street, Macclesfield 

01625 511646 

www.cheshiremods.org.uk
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“OUTLOOK” or LOOK OUT??
Mike Hebblethwaite

I don’t know, nor have I any way of knowing, how many of our readers use 

“Outlook” for their every day e-mails ….. but I can hazard a guess because 

of those terribly nice photos you put on your “Outlook” profiles. I found (note 

the past tense!) those profile pictures very useful as I was able, from the 

Newsletter’s mailing lists, to put some faces to names. This, in turn, made 

sending out the Newsletter more of a personal exercise ….. I could actually 

see some of the people I was mailing out to. That’s one of the reasons I 

chose to stay with “Outlook” for our monthly mailing.

But all that has changed!

Some of you, I know, have waited some time for your July issue of the 

Newsletter and the delay in your receiving it is down to both Microsoft and 

my own ineptitude.

So why should the delay be laid at Microsoft’s doorstep?

I had finally finished putting together the July issue, took a weekend away at 

my caravan and returned home to e-mail out said issue. During that 

weekend, Microsoft had decided to ‘up-grade’ and ‘tidy up’ my 

“Outlook” (without seeking any form of permission!) and I ‘fired up’ to find a 

totally alien screen!

Gone were all those very helpful profile pictures… they had been replaced 

by different coloured blobs showing nothing but initials. Gone were my 3 

well sorted group mailing lists for the Newsletter (they were a complete 

jumble!) and, somehow, my phone only contacts had been incorporated into 

my e-mail only contacts and then randomly inserted into the Newsletter 

mailing groups. Similarly, for those of you for whom I do have phone 

numbers ….. well, guess what, you were transferred to my ‘phone contacts’! 

For those few who I have addresses for …… you ended up on my 

Christmas card list! Granted that was an oversight I’d been meaning to 

correct. It’s not uncommon for two people to have the same name and, 

amongst the 450+ contacts that I have, I had several examples of this. I may 

have been careful to separately identify them but “Outlook” ignored this, 

combined their identities and randomly re-inserted them in to the Newsletter 

mailing groups, my work contacts and even in to my ‘Get Well’ card list! 

Owain Hebblethwaite, for example is my eldest son. He is not, however, the 

Owain Hebblethwaite I am in contact with via Facebook who lives in 

Missouri! As far as “Outlook” is concerned, they are one and the same 

person! My son now, apparently, lives in Missouri and  Marseilles, is happily 

married and in a relationship, travels extensively abroad, was born in the 

UK, but has never left the USA (where he was born!)and was schooled in 

the USA and Britain at the same time! He also has two children and is 

childless! If the onset of Alzheimer's is all about confusion ….. thanks a 

bunch, Microsoft!

My mailing lists (and not just for the Newsletter) have taken some 

considerable ‘rebuilding’ and, I am sure, are in complete, even now.

If you have read this Newsletter via your ‘normal’ in-box delivery I have, at 

least, managed to restore your ‘lost’ details. However, I am aware that there 

are several readers who will not be receiving their Newsletter in the ‘normal’ 

manner and their’s are the details I have, so far, been unable to disentangle.

If you are one so affected (i.e. you’ve accessed the Newsletter via the Club’s 

website and not through your in-box), then please let me know so that I may 

restore your e-mail details.

Needless to say, I am looking very carefully at service providers other than 

Microsoft …… and should I find one that allows me to contact such a large 

number of people without incurring any costs you may well find your 

Newsletter coming from a different e-mail account!

What can I say? If you use “Outlook”, BEWARE! Typical of Microsoft, it will 

up-date without seeking your permission first, will ‘rationalise’ and 

‘streamline’ where it sees fit and will give you a facility that (in this case) is 

completely alien to you and bears no resemblance to the system you have 

grown used to operating.

OK. I’ve explained why some of you got July’s edition of the Newsletter 

several weeks late and I’ve tilted, Don Quixote style, at the Microsoft 

windmill……..and you thought I reserved the ‘grumpy old man’ bit for “The 

Last Word”.

I’d be very interested to hear from any of you that have experienced any 

similar or related problems as a result of Microsoft’s up-grading of “Outlook”.

And if any of you know how I can revert to using the old system, I’d be even 

more interested! This new one is nowhere near as good.

Microsoft, if you are seeking an endorsement for your ‘new look’ “Outlook”, 

you have one …………. IT’S CRAP!!

IF YOU ARE NOT RECEIVING YOUR COPY OF THE 
NEWSLETTER AS EXPECTED THROUGH YOUR E-MAIL 
IN-BOX, I APOLOGISE FOR THE ABOVE REASONS. 
PLEASE CONTACT ME AND I CAN THEN RESTORE 
YOUR E-MAIL DETAILS.

Despite the efforts of Microsoft to maximise the 
disruption to the distribution of this Newsletter, I am 
reasonably confident that circulation is now around 95% 
restored. That still leaves around 20 readers whose 
details I’ve not yet managed to restore. 

That’s 20 readers too many!

Get in touch. Please.
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WHERE CAN YOU SEE THIS?

The answer, of course, is Buxton!

This is the rather magnificent end wall of Buxton station. It did have a ‘sister’ 

wall on Buxton’s second station but that has long since disappeared. The 

two stations were built by the Midland Railway and the London North 

Western Railway after both companies extended their rails into Buxton in 

1863. The two stations were designed by J Smith (with guidance from 

Joseph Paxton) with identical frontages and wrought iron, glazed train 

sheds. The Midland station was closed in 1967 and was demolished to 

make way for a new road by-passing the town centre. The LNWR station 

still serves the town, though its glazed, wrought iron framed train shed has 

been removed.

THE CAPTION CHALLENGE

“See. If you bring the rails together like this you create a perspective effect 

and the line looks much longer!”

Passengers are requested not to cross the lines …….. it takes us hours to 

untangle them afterwards!

Who suggested hand-laid track …….. and who’s got the bloody 

track pins??

THE LAST WORD

And so we reach the end of yet another Newsletter and, for me, a rather 

hectic time sorting out mailing lists! I’m hoping that the vast majority of the 

problems have been solved and things can settle back to some sort of 

normality - whatever that is!

It’s great to see another ‘gold star’ in the Newsletter - this time 

for Pat Honey and his Gauge 1 EMU article. As I’ve said 

before, these models are BIG! The photo on page 7 showing 

the underside of one of the powered cars has a convenient thumb to help 

you gain some idea of the scale of these models.

Pat is also involved in operating a large, outdoor layout with opportunities for 

all readers to participate. If you are interested, please let me know and I will 

pass your contact details on to Pat.

I know, I know. The hawk-eyed amongst you have already clocked that Pat 

got a Gold Star last month as a new contributor and now he’s got a second 

one. I didn’t have a gold star big enough for Gauge 1, so I’ve given him two 

smaller ones to make up for it!

I must also thank Vic Holland for his series of fascinating photos taken in 

and around Macclesfield. Sadly his series has now drawn to a close, but I 

am sure it brought back memories for many of our readers. For those, like 

me, who did not live in the area at the time these pictures were taken, Vic 

has provided a unique insight into the atmosphere associated with 

Macclesfield’s railways.

Maybe you have some photos gathering dust in albums. Why not send them 

in to Your Photos? They can be photos of anything railway related, modern 

or historic, steam, diesel or electric, preserved or modern day. Your photos 

may trigger memories just like Vic’s have done.

We have a visitor to the Club this month. On Friday 19th August, to be 

precise. 

Udo Pfannkuche is coming to the UK from Wuppertal, Germany for a short 

visit and one of his ‘ports of call’ will be Macclesfield Model Railway Group. 

If you would like to meet him and add to the Club’s welcome, then please 

come along too, if you can. The more the merrier! You do not have to be a 

Club member, you can simply visit and say ‘Hello’.  Though you may not 

have met him before, you will be aware of him as a regular contributor to 

this Newsletter.

I have no doubt that we shall also be adjourning to The Dolphin for our 

customary pint at the end of the evening and you are more than welcome to 

join us there too.

So, once again, until next month take care and enjoy your hobby.

Mike Hebblethwaite
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